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TODAY'S NEWS 


Has Tory policy on 
schooling worked? 

^ .New types of schools promoted by the fast government 
feature prominently in a list of the most-improved schools 
published yesterday. Conservatives said their policies had 
been vindicated. 

just 240 schools out of more than 5,000 in this year’s 
league tables have improved every year for the past four 
years. One in three is grant-maintained, including the Lon- 
don Oratory, where the Prime Minister sends his children, 
and four of the 20 most improved are city technology col- 
leges. . 

City technology colleges and the 667 grant-maintained 
schools have been more generously financed than other 
schools. The colleges usually test and interview applicants 
to ensure they admit the full range of ability, and some 
non -selective grant-maintained schools interview prospec- 
t tive pupils. Under Labour, both will lose some of their in- 
^ dependence over admissions and will be funded in the same 

way as other schools. Stephen DomeU, shadow education 
secretary, said: “1 warmly welcome the. fact that Labour 
have adopted the important Conservative policy of pub- 
lishing league tables. Why does Mr Blunkett [David Blun- 
kett, Secretary of State for Education] insist on destroying 
the grant-maintained system when the evidence points so 
unambiguously to its success?” Government sources de- 
nied the list was embarrassing: “There is a good cross-sec- 
tion of schools of all categories ... Of course a 
representative proportion wilt be grant-maintained.” 

Teachers, who criticise the tables for giving only raw 
scores and not taking into account schools’ intake, ques- 
tioned whether the new improvement index was a true 
reflection of performance. Mr Blunkett defended the in- 
dex: he believes it gives parents a fairer picture of their 
, \ children's schools. He promised that new “value-added ta- 
* bles” comparing a school's intake with its exam perfor- 
mance would be piloted from next year. 

However, the tables reveal how difficult it is for schools 
. to maintain that improvement: 416 had better results in 
both 1995 and 1996. only to see them drop again this year. 

The top local author^ at GCSE, for the second year 
running, is the Isles of Sally, with one school where 61 .6 
per cent of pupils are getting good grades. The bottom 
is Hull, which displaces last year's worst authority. Isling- 
ton, London. Hull also has the highest truancy rate. 

The best-performing school at A4evel was fee-paying 
King Edward’s School, Birmingham, where pupils scored 
an average of between three and four As per candidate. 
The best state comprehensive at A-level was Lady Man- 
ners’ School, Bakeweil, Derbyshire, where pupils scored 
an average of nearly three A grades each. 

Why cancer campaigns 
help kill smokers 

Britain has one of the worst survival rates from lung 
' £ cancer in the west - partly because smokers feel so 
guilty. Anti-smoking campaigns are making them delay 
seeking medical treatment out of embarrassment, ac- 

. cording to a study. Indeed, negative attitudes dominate 

the treatment of the disease, which kills 100 people a 
. day in Britain. Smokers feel guilty about having brought 
•the problem on themselves; doctors fed there is no 
hope; and there is little public interest in a disease that 
principally kills the old and the poor. Page 4 

Chaplin film revealed 

- A revealing documentary film about Charlie Chaplin, 
(hidden for a lifetime and never shown, has come to light 

• -;Jna garage. He probably kept the film out of the public 

eye because it stressed his working class origins - pro- 
. ; • duced in 1928, it provides a rare account of Chaplin* 

. Y' childhood in south London and suggests that his hall- 
mark boots and trousers were inspired by the everyday 

v. - clothes he saw worn in Lambeth. Page 4 

World's best advert? 

. : : hhe advert for Blackcurrant Tango which features a hys- 
'terical, xenophobic spokesman running around in purple 

• • V -boxer shorts is the best TV advertisement in the woHd. 

- [That’s the verdict, anyway, of the London International 

• ' : Advertising Awards, where it beat off 7,000 entries 
. -from 78 countries. Page 3 

Barbie gets boob job 

■J ; ,fThe figure tta Barbie, that dot! rnwpt dolb, h« .man- 
l '■ :■ . .aged to maintain for almost four decades is not, it 
■r= , ..'seats, aitogether realistic Matte!, the toy company that 
"••• .created Barbie in 1959. have decided that the Illusion is 
-i ^funsuscwaWe and are to reduce the steeof her breasts. 
JCohimn One, Page 2 
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Terror at the feet of 
an Egyptian Queen 



.. rfv i 


% 


Security men carry away the body of one of the attackers after the massacre 


Photograph: Reuters 


At least 60 people, including two 
Britons as well as Swiss, French, 
Japanese and Spanish tourists, 
were shot dead by gunmen in 
front of an ancient temple at 
Luxor in upper Egypt yesterday in 
the bloodiest incident of the 
country* five-year Islamist 
rebellion. 

Robert Rsk says the killers have 
destroyed one of Egypt's biggest 
earners — foreign tourism — for 
perhaps years to come. 


In Egypt yesterday, they went for the jugu- 
lar. What else does the massacre at Luxor 
-where as many as 63 tourists were slaugh- 
tered and another 17 wounded - mean but 
a declaration of war against the Egyptian 
govemmeoL an attadt that strikes at tbe very 
heart of the billion -dollar tourist industry? 

The six gunmen who turned the court- 
yard of the 3,400-year-old temple of Queen 
Hat^jepsut into a bloodbath, mowing down 
the European and Japanese tourists after 
they had climbed from their bus, were al- 
most certainly members of the Gema’a Is- 
lamiya (Islamic group) who have been 
waging an armed conflict with the govern- 
ment since 1992, claiming President Hosni 
Mubarak’s regime is corrupt and lm-lslairoc. 

Most of the tourists had just descended 
from their bus 500m from the imposing, re- 
cently restored colonnaded temple that 
stands beneath towering cliffs on the west 
bank of the Nile when six gunmen — all 
dressed in blade -ran towards them, firing 


automatic weapons. Screaming in pain and 
fear, many of the foreigners tried to take cov- 
er. falling over each other in their panic. 

The gunmen tried to hijack another bus 
to escape and further casualties followed 
during a gun battle between the killers and 
the police. One eyewitness said panicking 
security police themselves shot dead three 
French tourists. At least two Egyptian 

T OURISTS FL EE 

Thomson, Britain's biggest holiday com- 
pany, which has i 300 clients in Egypt, 
said it was cancelling Egypt-bound flights 
tomorrow and would fly home any 
clients who wish to return early. Saga 
Holidays, which specialises in holidays 
for pensioners, said it was bringing its 
diems home and cancelling flights. 

Thomas Cook, which has 270 people on 
holiday in Egypt, also offered to fly peo- 
ple home. 

The Foreign Office, which until yes- 
terday was advising travellers to be “vigi- 
lant", expressed shock and regret at the 
attack, but issued no new advice. 

A Swedish travel company cancelled 
all trips to Egypt and said it would bring 
home all customers on holiday there. 
Fritidsresor has about i ,000 people on 
holiday in Egypt. 

Jihan Salah, a spokesman for an 
Egyptian travel company, said yesterday: 
“The image for the long run is really 
bleak.” But Egypt's tourism minister, 
Mamdouh ei-Bekagi, insisted: “Egypt is 
no less safe than any destination Includ- 
ing the United Kingdom, Europe, the 
United States and everywhere.” . 


civilians were killed and another nine 
wounded- Egyptian state tdeviaom last night 
claimed all six killers had been shot by the 
police after being pursued into the desert. 

It was a massacre on an Algerian scale, 
the most ferocious since the start of the five-- 
year uprising. The government in Cairo has 
repeatedly guaranteed that Egypt -despite 
a fire-bomb attack on a bus load of German 
tourists in September that left nine dead - 
was safe for foreign visitors. Now the gun- 
men at Lusot have turned their werds to dusL 

Almost as shocking for President 
Mubarak is that the gunmen should have 
attacked at Luxor, which has a considerable 
Christian population and appeared an oa- 
sis of security amid the conflict in upper 
Egypt Last night Luxor was under curfew. 

Even after September's attack, impor- 
tant questions remained unanswered ; the 
government claimed there were only two 
attackers, while eye-witneses saw up to six. 
The gun-battle between police and gunmen 
in Luxor reportedly lasted three hours. Why 
did it take armed police so long to over- 
come six men? 

The six were thought to have dressed in 
black clothes to look like members of 
Egypt’s black-uniformed security police. 
Last night, lying in make-shift mortuaries, 
many of the dead remained unidentified; 
they had surrendered their passports be- 
fore their visit to the Valley of the Queens. 
Other victims lay where they fell and were 
still there at nightfall - which means the 
death toll could roe to as hi g h as 90. 

Last month, imprisoned members of the . 
Gema’a lslamiya were calling upon their 
brothers for a ceasefire and an dad to the 
killing of foreigners. The Egyptian govern- 
meat contemptuously turned the offer down. 


Mobile phone drivers put their foot in ft 


Drivers who use phones in the car have 
started to develop a new motoring tech- 
nique - driving at 70mpb without use of 
their bands while making complex busines 
deals. 

The decision to abandon tratfitional dri- 
ving metboefe in favour of the and knees 
variety has prompted the police in the Wat 
Midlands to launch a crackdown on mo- 
torway drivers with dangerous mobile 
phone habits. 

Examples of reckless driving captured 
by the police include a salesman who had 
bis phone in one band and an order book 
in another. Asked how he managed to con- 
trol his vehicle, he replied: “I have devel- 
oped the technique of driving with my 
knees.” 

Another man talking on his mobile on 


the motorway was having difficult; hear- 
ingso used his spare hand to cover his ear, 
leaving the front seal passenger to steer. 

A lorry driver trundling along the mo- 
torway was filmed steering a 40-tonne truck 
with his left foot His right leg was resting 
on tbe dashboard white his hands were con- 
centrating on dialling. 

Acting Superintendent Ihnl Austen, who 
is hearing the dampdown for the TVfest Mid- 
land Police, said: “The worst cases are of- 
ten where the driver turns the car into an 
office. They have their papers spread out, 
their order book open, and they make deals 
on the phone. Etching where they are 
going seems a low priority." 

. He also teOs of the case of a woman who 
was caught twice driving dangerously be- 
cause she spent most of her time in the car 


arranging her seven children’s lives by 
phone. 

Supt Austen heists if any motorist is go- 
ing to have a c o nv e rs a tion they should puU 
over and stop the car. Police motorway pa- 
trols, some fitted with video cameras, are 
befog nsed in the West Midlands to target 
offenders. 

Earlier this month, the Government 
threatened to introduce tough new laws if 
motorists failed to stop using mobile tele- 
phones' at the wheeL 

Tbe police currently have the power to 
charge motorists whore driving was affected 
by using a telephone, under existing of- 
fences such as careless nr dangerous dri- 
ving. Lawbreakers can face up to two years 
in jail plus a fine. 

—Jeson Benetto 
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At last, a 
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Get yourself Afl 
protection from just £40 


• Cover even when driving someone else’s 
car or when travelling as a passenger. 

• Over 80% of afl breakdowns fixed 
at the roadside. 

• Priority to members in vulnerable 
situations. 

Call tts today and you cotdd save £5 

If you pay annually by direct debit or continuous 
credit card authority. AA protection can be yours 
from just £40 a year. That's £S off the 
cash-payment price of £4S. 

Tsjoaycafl 

0800444445 Wfi 

Ask for extension 6T72. 1 

Uoic are opn 24 fen*. | 4 j|' 

tanfiaie carer mAabk. 
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COLUMN ONE PEOPLE 


Barbie starts to sag as 
middle age looms 


There was shocking news yesterday for boys and girls alike: the fabulous 
legs-lo-armpits figure that Barbie, that doll amongst dolls, has managed 
t^ain tain for almost four decades is not, well, altogether realistic If you 
have been scouring every bar on earth for a perfect look-alike or, listen 
up ladies, if you have been aspiring to attain those dynamite measurements 
for yourself, you can give up right now. It ain’t going to happen. 

The folk at MatteL the toy company that first gave us Barbie in 1959, 
have decided that the illusion is no longer sustainable. Were she a real 
gal, Barbie would come in at 38-18-34. But not for much longer. 

It is true. Barbie is to become anatomically - even politically - correct. 
Starting next year. America’s icon of impossible beauty is going to be giv- 
en a little plastic surgety and it will not be a question of pinch and lift. 
Rather, Barbie is actually going to be allowed to sag a little. 

The new Barbie body will only be re- 
vealed at the annual New York toy show 
next January. Cellulite dimples may not 
be on the surgeon's mission list but this 
we know: her waist will fill out, while 
her hips and, most stunningly, her jut- 
ting bosom will undergo some judicious 
tri mmin g . 

"There wfl] be a jpew Barbie fece too. 
In fact, it will be face Mark IV. The cur- 
rent visage - all grin and sparkjy blue 
eyes - is version number three, intro- 
duced in 1 977. From next year, she will 
be altogether less superstar and more 
natural-looking with closed mouth and 
straight hair. 

The implications of the makeover 
are, of course, grave. Barbie owners the 
world over will be forced to open their 
piggy banks and invest in the new 
model of their heroine. (Already Bar- 
bie dolls sell as the rate of two a sec- 
ond). Then there will be the new 
wardrobe to buy. Mattel is not stupid. 

And what of the legions of radical 
feminists who have made careers out 
of lambasting Barbie for presenting to 
little girls an impossible image and sending whole generations headlong 
into lives of eating disorders and depression? 

Mattel by the way. says such sniping had nothing to da with the re- 
vamp. Said one company spokesman: “We’ve always been sensitive to that 
issue, but it wasn't the basis for our decision”. Instead, apparently, it’s all 
about giving Barbie a “contemporary look that's more natural and today”. 

No one in the meantime seems to be worrying about whether Barbie’s 
long-time friend Ken (can ii still be platonic?) might also need a more 
“today” look. Men’s Fitness magazine recently reported that translating 
his manly physique into human dimensions, keeping everything more or 
less in proportion, would make him 7ft Sin tall. 

— David Usbome 
. New York 
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Quentin Tarantino in $5m assault claim 


Only in Hollywood could getting smacked in the 
mouth make you $5m. Quentin Tarantino (pictured 
above with wife, Gretchen), hotshot director of Pulp 
Fiction and Reservoir Dogs is being sued for £5m 
(£3m) by Don Murphy, the associate producer of 
the Thrantioo-scripted violencefest that was 
Natural Bam Killers. 

In real life, Mr Murphy is obviously less enam- 
oured of violence than his movies would make yon 
think. Acconfiqg to documents lodged in die Superior 
Court in California, the delicate Mr Murphy needs 
the $5m because he has been unable to work since 
being slammed against a wall by Thrantino last month 
and then punched in the bead and face. Mr Mur- 
phy claims it is the pain from the attack that has kept 
him from working. 

While the characters in Mr Murphy and Thran li- 
no’s films usually perpetrate their violence in un- 
pleasant cellars and run down warehouses, in this 


case Mr Murphy alleges the attack took place at the 
trendy West Hollywood restaurant, AGO. 

The lawsuit is ironic in that during filming of Nat- 
ural Bom Killers, the female star, Juliette Lewis, broke 
the nose of actor Tbm Sizemore when she slammed 
him too enthusiastically into a wall. It is not known 
if Sizemore was able to claim £5m for a month off 
weak. Natural Bom Killers recounted the story of 
Mickey and Mallory, serial killers and lovers who 
travelled along America's Route 666 conducting 
stylised mass-slaughter just for the hell of iL 

It Is yet to be revealed what the source of the en- 
mity between Thrantino and Mr Murphy is. but 
Tarantino was so appalled by the changes made to 
his script for director Oliver Stone, that he has dis- 
owned the film. In contrast to Mr Murphy's 
squearoiduiess, Natural Bom Killers needed 150 shots 
to be cut before it could get a R rating in the US. 

— Paul McCann 


HEALTH 

Nutty way to a longer life 

Eating nuts five or more times a week mSs*- 

‘aesisssK— 

J^Tand the group as a whole suffered half as much heart disease as the 
UK population as a whole. 

SOCIETY 


Product links helping selected few 


Europhile defects from Tories to Lib-Dems _ 


Cause-related marketing, where a company buflds a relationship with gpod 
causes for their mutual benefit, has been a success, but chanties fear that 
less fashionable causes may be missing out. Business in the Commuiuty, 
a charity which promotes links between firms and community organisa- 
tions, said that its study, the Game Plan, showed that 80 per cent of cus- 
tomers want to buy goods linked to a cause, such as Andrex toilet paper j 
and Guide Dogs for the Blind. /A. 

But Jim Minton, marketing manager for the National Council for Vol- f? ■ 
nnt ary Organisations warned: “The potential issue is ttaaL how much are 
companies thinking ‘oh, these causes are the ones consumers want’ - ones 
with children and animals, whereas the less fashionable causes will find it 
more difficult and may well miss out again." 

— Qendo Cooper 
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One of the Conservative Party's 
original Thatcherites^JjariL 
Thomas of Swynnerton, mSG&SF 
to the liberal Democrats yester- 
day. 

As Hugh Thomas, the latest 
Tbiy scalp in Paddy Ashdown’s 
belt was chairman of the right- 
wing Centre for Policy Studies 
from 197 9-1990 - the entire pe- 
riod of Margaret Thatcher's pe- 
riod in office. 

Bui in spite of Baroness 
Thatcher’s remarkable track 
record as a basher of the Euro- 
pean Community, Lord Thomas 


,&id Yesterday that he had 
^■witched, parties because Con- ; 
P Wvatrve" - *afctitudes towards the : 
European Union as it is present- 
ly constituted, and as it is likely to 
develop, have become ever more 
critical and sceptical 

“Ironically, I resigned from 
the Labour Party in 1974 partly be- 
cause of its attitude to Europe, and 
joined the Conservatives, since 
they were then the party of Eu- 
rope. I have all my life support- 
ed the idea of the full participation 
of this country in the great Euro- 
pean adventure begun in the 


1950s, and have regretted pirr. 
tardy responses to our 

hours' initiatives:’' 

Lord Thomas added that he 
had become ill at ease in a party 
that had become so hostile on the 
critical issue of the European 
single currency. 

A historian by profession, and 
currently visiting professor at the 
University of Boston. Lord 
Thomas, 66, is the author of 
books about the Spanish civil 
war, Suez, and the Cuban 
revolution. 

— Anthony Bevins. 
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Australia (dollars) 

2-33 

Italy (lira) 

2.792 

Austria (schillings) 

19.97 

japan (yen) 

20836 

Belgium (francs) 

58.67 

Malta (lira) 

0.63 

Canada ($) 

2.32 

Netherlands (guilders) 

3.20 

Cyprus (pounds) 

0.83 

Norway (kroner) 

11.67 

Denmark (kroner) 

10.88 

Portugal (escudos) 

288.10 

France (francs) 

9-51 

Spain (pesetas) 

238.85 

Germany (marks) 

2.85 

Sweden (kroner) 

12.43 

Greece (drachmei) 

44933 

Switzerland (francs) 

232 

Hong Kong (5) 

12.64 

Turkey (lira) 

301,745 

Ireland (punts) 

1.09 

USA($) 

1.65 
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Police say killing of Devon 


teenager was planned 


A 1 4-year-old girl who was found 
murdered at the weekend In 
Devon had her throat sift, ft was 
disclosed yesterday. Jason Bennetta , 
Crime Correspondent, reports on 
the hunt for a killer. 


V P* ' 


ife 


selected few 


The attack on Kate Bushell as she walked 
a dog near her home on a oountiy path was 
planned, police said yesterday. Her killer 
cut the girl's throat, almost certainly with 
a knife, and used great control and feroc- 
ity. She did not appear to have been 
raped, but detectives carried out tests to 
establish whether her attacker tried to as- 
sault her sexually. 

The teenager’s fully clothed body was 
found by her father on Saturday evening 
in a field 300 yards from her family's home 
On a housing estate at Exwick, on the out- 
skirts of Exeter, after she failed to return 
from a walk. Detective Superintendent 
Mike Stephens said that Kate's throat was 
cut with a sharp instrument which has yet 
to be recovered. 

“It was obviously a mindless, ruthless at- 
tack which ripped the girl's throat It was 
a premeditated attack by a killer who had 



father, Jeremy, and mother Susan, began 
a search by car, then called the police when 
there was no sign of her. 

Kate was found aL 735pm by her father 
in the comer of a field which she had 
reached by climbing over a stile from 
Exwick Lane. The body was lying near a 
country path and was not concealed. De- 
tectives believe Kate was murdered at the 


Kate Bushell: Died doing a good turn 


control of themselves and the victim,” he 
said. The killer could strike again, he 
added. 

Samples of Mood had been sent for 
analysis and police have contacted a crim- 
inal psychologist to help draw up a profile 
of the likely suspect. Kate, described as a 
caring, bright, music-loving youngster, was 
attacked while taking her neighbour's dog, 
a Jack Russell called Gemma, for a short 
walk along a path near Exwick Lane. 

When she failed to return by 6.45pm, her 


scene. 

Some of her clothing was disturbed, in- 
dicating a possible sexual motive. Police es- 
timate that about 100 people use the 
walkway each day. 

Yesterday more than 100 officers con- 
tinued the jnurder hunt and carried out 
house inquires. The police appealed to 
householders to check their dustbins to see 
if anything had been thrown into them and 
asked them to look out for knives or blood- 
stained clothing. The dog involved has been 
examined forensically to see whether there 
were any DNA samples from the killer, but 
results are not expected for a few days. 

There have been a number of reports 
about individuals spotted in the area at the 
time of the murder, but there are no pos- 
itive leads. 

Pupils at Kate's school have suggested 
establishing a memorial to her. 


I Runaway, 13, thought to be in Britain 


The mother of a 13-year-old girl 
believed to have ran away with a 
47-year-old man she met in Spain 
has spoken for the first time 
about the affair. As Kathy Marks 
reports, she made an emotional 
appeal for her daughter to 
contact her. 


■» 


Sally Gaydon, 13, is thought to have gone 
missing with Bruce Alborough-lxegear, a 
British man whom she got to know while 
helping out in a bar run by her mother in 
the Spanish beach resort of JRuengirola. 

Her friends have told police that she 
spoke to him twice on the telephone after 
returning from Spain two weeks ago. The 
second occasion was last Friday, the day be- 
fore she disappeared. 

Yesterday her mother, Sharon ^hlsh, 32, 
appealed at a police press conference in 
Harlow, Essex, for Sally, her only child, to 
get in touch. “No matter what she has done, 
1 will always love her," she said. “Iwant to 



Sally Gaydon: Met man in Spain 


know anything, even just to know she is alive. 
If she wants to go elsewhere or anything, 
as long asl know she’s just out there. I just 
really, really want her to phone me or get 
someone else to phone me. She can come 
home and we can sort it all out.'’ 

Although Sally left with her summer 
dotfaes and passport, police believe she is still 
in Britain. She disappeared from her home 


in Harfow while her mother, who is divorced 
from Sally's father, was out with her 
boyfriend. Made McIntyre. Police have a note 
apparently written by the girl and handed 
tothemby MsUtelsh. In it, she says she hates 
her mother and Mr McIntyre, but makes no 
mention of Mr Atborough-Tregear. 

Police said they were also following a 
second line of enquiry based on suggestions 
that SaBy could be with a different man who 
is nearer her own age. 

Mr McIntyre, 43, told the press con- 
ference that be and Ms ^fetish bad not been 
aware of anything untoward between Sal- 
ly and the older man. 

Mr Alborougb-liegear, who is believed 
to use other names, had told the family he 
was divorced with grown-up children and 
had connections in the. Wiltshire area. They 
met him again by chance on the ferry home. 

Detective Inspector Graham Hancock 
said police wanted him to contact them, if 
only to say that he was not with Sally. “We 
are anxious to eliminate Bruce from our 
enquiries," he said. Interpol has been in- 
formed of the girl's disappearance and ports 
have been alerted. 



Purple passion puts 
Tango on top of the 
advertising world 


The advert for 
Blackcurrant Tango has 
won nearly every 
advertising award in 
Britain. Last night Hr 
won the world’s highest 
advertising accolade. 

Paul McCann , Media 
Correspondent, asks 
if advertising can be 
so good that it becomes 
art. 




Purple reign: The Tango advert that beat 7,000 entries 
to the advertising woritfVmost coveted prize 


It's official. The Blackcurrant 
Tfcngo television advert 
featuring a hysterical, 
xenophobic Tango 
spokesman running around 
in purple boxer shorts is the 
best advert in the world. 

The advert, which first 
-ran on British television last 
year, was the grand prize 
winner in the London 
International Advertising 
Awards last night It beat 
7,000 entries from 78 
countries to win the coveted 
grand prize at a black-tie 
award ceremony. 

The advert had already 
won its agency, HHCL 
Partners, the British 
Creative Circle awards and 
Design and Art Director 
awards earlier this year. It 
has also appeared on 
countless industry “advert of 
the year" lists. 

The commercial was also 
one of the top ten most 
complained about adverts 
of last year, hr all 68 people 
protested to the 
Independent Television 
Commission that it was 
insulting and xenophobic. 

The advert featured mild- 
mannered Thngo spokesman 
Roy Gardner reading out a 
letter from a French 
schoolboy who complains 
that he doesn't like 
blackcurrant Prompted by 
this and a Tango scientist, 
Roy marches through his 
office getting angrier and 


angrier until he is outside, 
stripping down to a pair of 

blackcurrant-coloured 

shorts. 

The Tkngo spokesman 
then marches to a field 
supported by 400 cheering 
extras where a boxing ring is 
set up. Here he challenges 
the boy and the whole of 
France to a fight. As the 
camera pans back and the 
music swells the boxing ring 
is seen perched above the 
White niffs of Dover 

The ITC dismissed the 
complaints on the grounds 
that the humour of the 
commercial was in the same 
tradition of xenophobic 
British humour as Alf 
Garnett or Basil Fawlty. 

The £500,000 advert 
received plaudits from 
outside the advertising 
industry when the Institute 
of Contemporary Arts 
included it in an exhibition 
this year to illustrate how art 
could come from 
commercial sources. 

Kate Bush, curator of the 
ICAs Assuming Positions 
exhibition said the advert 
was used because it was 
technically brilliant as well 
as self-knowing: “It starts off 
dull and builds to a 
wonderful cinematic climax. 
You could read it as real 
laddishness and repugnant 
xenophobia, but at the same 
time you known it knows all 
that about itself and is a 
parody. TTiis helps it 
transcend being an advert 
and becomes art." 

Mike Cozens, creative 
director of rival agency 
Young & Rubicam, said: 

“It’s been a great hit with 
punters as well as with 
advertising juries, which 
doesn't always follow. It's 
good to see such a 
mainstream brand like this 
winning awards for its 
achrotising; it's often more 
obscure brands (hat win, 
which is sometimes 
questionable." 
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Lung cancer 
toll worsened 
by attitudes 



Britain has one of the 
worst survival rates fr° m 
lung cancer in the Wfest 
Jeremy Laurence, Health 
Editor, finds the reasons 
are medical pessimism 
and smokers’ guilt. 


Anu-smokina campaigns are 
adding to the suffering of smok- 
ers hy making them delay seek- 
ing medical treauneot out of 
embarrassment, according to a 
study. 

Negative attitudes dominate 
the treatment of lung cancer in 

Britain which kills more people 
than any other cancer. Smokers 
feel guilty about having brought 
the problem on themselves, 
doctors feel there is no hope and 
there is little public interest in 
a disease that principally kills 
the old and the poor. 

Launching a campaign to 
raise awareness oF the disease 
by the Macmillan Cancer Relief 
charity. Dr Robert Miiroy, con- 
sultant respiratory physician, 
said lung cancer was the roost 
virulent of all cancers causing 
100 deaths a day in Britain. 
Eight out of ten newly diag- 
nosed sufferers, of which there 
are 40.000 a year, die within 1 2 
months. Only one in ten survives 
five years. 

Dr Milrqy said the “dear im- 
pression” from international 
figures on lung cancer survival 
was that Britain came out near 
the bottom of the European 
league. Operation rates to re- 
move the cancer were also 
among the lowest in Britain. 1 

“If we could improve diag- 
nosis we could improve surgery 
rates and extend survival. There 
has to be a change in attitude. 
For too long it has been re- 
garded as an unfortunate dis- 
ease of the poor and old which 
they have brought on them- 
selves. Negative attitudes - that 


nothing can be done -pervades 
attitudes to the disease. We 
need to get away from that.” 

Unlike other cancers there 
had never been a powerful pa- 
tient lobby for lung cancer vic- 
tims because of their poor 

survival. They died too soon and 

die disease was consequently 
neglected. 

A survey fy Macmillan Can- 
cer Relief found that almost a 
third of lung cancer patients had 
delayed going to the doctor for 
up to four months despite hav- 
ing symptoms including cough- 
ing up blood, loss of weight and 
chest pains. 

Only a quarter were re- 
ferred by GPs to a specialist 
within a week, as the guidelines 
on treatment dictate, and some 
waited more than a month for 
the diagnosis. More than half 
complained they had bad in- 
adequate care from the NHS. 

The campaign was launched 
as the Government announced 
the cost of smoking to the NHS 
was between £1.4bn and £1-7 bn 
a year - more than twice pre- 
vious estimates. 

Tessa Jowell, the public 
health minisiej, said: “This is an 
appalling drain on the NHS and 
an enormous human cost to 
smokers ... 

“We need tough action at 
both a domestic and European 
level to bring down rates of 
smoking.” 

Nicholas Young, chief exec- 
utive of Macmillan Cancer Re- 
lief, said the campaign would 
aim to tackle the negative atti- 
tude to the disease which be de- 
scribed as the “forgotten 
cancer”. 

“High-profile anti-smoking 
campaigns engender guilt in 
lung cancer sufferers who be- 
come stoical and undemanding 
about their care. They are the 
largest group of cancer pa-- 
tients in the world and they are 
neglected.” 



EUROPE: A FORCE FOR FAIRNESS, EQUALITY 
AND OPPORTUNITY FOR WOMEN 


The European Union has been a major force in helping women achieve the aims of greater equality and 
increased opportunity. 

The Treaty of Rome, which Britain signed when we joined the European Union, established women's rights to: 

• Equal pay for equal work 

• Equal treatment at work including access to promotion, training, and working conditions 

• Maternity leave and entitlements 

Membership of the EU has also created job opportunities for British women. Programmes such as the New 
Opportunities for Women scheme aim to bring more women into the workplace. The EU has pledged to 
increase the number of women involved in public decision-making and in senior positions elsewhere. More 
and more women throughout the UK are using EU advice and funding to set up their own training schemes and 
networks. 

The more that British women are aware of the advantages of EU membership, the more they will be able 
to benefit from them. We applaud the efforts of the current Europe 97 campaign to make this information 
known. 
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Out of London: Charlie Chaplin, left, suppressed the fBm about his life, whi .4’ ilLunts Photograph (left.): MSI 
of the river. He was played by Chick Wango, above, who is seen in the comic’s childhood naurres 


of the river. Me was played ojr chick wango, aoove, wno is ... — 

Found: film Chaplin didn’t find funny 


A documentary film about 
Charlie Chaplin has come to light 
after 70 years. David Lister suggests 
that Chaplin kept the film out of 
the public eye because it stressed 
hts working-class origins. 


A warts-and-all documentary film about 
Charlie Chaplin, suppressed by 
him and never shown, has been found in 
a garage. 

The 35mm silent film, created and pro- 
duced in 1928 by Hany B. Parkinson, one 
of the pioneers of the film industry, pro- 
vides a rare account of the comic's work- 
ing-class childhood in south London, as 
well as some of the people and places that 
influenced hfm. 

Most notably, the film suggests that 
Chaplin’s hallm ark boots and trousers 
were inspired by the everyday clothes be 
saw worn at East Lane Market in Lam- 
beth as a child. 

Chaplin, who had moved to Hollywood 
by the time the film was made, stopped 
it from being shown. It is likely he would 


have been annoyed that it revealed so 
much about his poor origins. To addition, 
he probably did not enjoy the idea of some- 
one playing him. The film uses a figure, . 
largely shown in shadow, played by the ac- 
tor Chick Wango, pretending to be Chap- 
lin visiting his old baunis. 

The family of the late Harry Parkin- 
son are selling the film at Christie’s next 
month, after a family member found it on 
top of a cupboard in her garage. 

During the 42-minute film, entitled The 
Life Story Of Charlie Chaplin . Parkinson 
draws comparisons between Chaplin's 
Beverly Hills home and the London 
streets where he grew up. Parkinson 
suggests that East Street, Walworth, south 
London, could have been the inspiration 
for Chaplin’s film Easy Street. 
Background details of Chaplin's family are 
given, particularly his father’s career as a 
muse hall singer. There is footage of sonic 
of the local schools that Charlie Chaplin 
attended. 

Images of London include his old lodg- 
ings in Pownall Terrace, Lambeth, Lam- 
beth Baths and Kcnningtoc Park 
Gymnasium. Scenes of children playing 


in the Lambeth streets are used by P&rfcm- 

son to imply that Chaplin used the expe- 
rience of his childhood in his 
characterisation of The Tramp. _ 

There is approximately half a minute 
of newsreel footage of CtapUa' 5 tri- 
umphant return to England in 1921; that 
is followed by footage of a garret room 
in Lambeth. Parkinson used the stark con- 
trast between Chaplin's early lodgings and 
the splendour of his suite of rooms at The 
Ritt. where he stayed on his visit to Lon- 
don, to emphasise the change in Chaplin s 
fortunes. 

Chaplin died in 1977 agpd 88. two years 
after being knighted. Parkinson died in 
1970, aged 86. His elderly relative who 
found the film, who does not wish to be 
named, said: "We always thought Chap- 
lin had it banned because he was embar- 
rassed about his poor background. When 
I was given the film I remember being told 
it would be worth a lot of money one day. 
Bui 1 forgot all about it ... 1 didn’t know 
what to expect, but it was wonderful to see 
it. with bits from his childhood together 
with clips from newsreel and bits from 
America.” 


Affair in Bosnia led to wife’s Constable 


murder, court told 


A senior RAF officer 
went on trial yesterday 
accused of murdering his 
wife. Kim Sengupta was in 
court as a jury was told 
an illicit affair in war* 
tom Bosnia led to the 
killing at a Suffolk lake. 


RAF Squadron Leader 
Nicholas Tucker murdered his 
wife in a staged car accident af- 
ter having an affair with a 
young Serbian translator he 
had met in Bosnia while serv- 
ing as a UN observer, Norwich 
Crown Court was told yesterday. 

Mr Tucker, a 44-year-old 
father of two teenage children, 
was “infatuated” with 21 -year- 
old Dijana Dudakovic who was 
described as “very slim, very at- 
tractive with curly blonde hair”. 
The prosecution claimed that it 
was this relationship which lay 


behind the killing of 52-year-old 
Carol Tucker. 

After meeting Ms Du- 
dakovic, the RAF squadron 
leader applied to extend his tour 
of duty in Bosnia, the court 
heard. He stayed with ber at the 
RAF dub in Pfcxadflly, London, 
after helping her to come to this 
country on a short vial, and then 
killed his wife by driving a car 
into (be River Lark in Suffolk, 
the jaiy was told. 

Following the incident. 
Squadron Leader Tucker main- 
tained the car had swerved into 
the water when his wife grabbed 
Ihe steering wheel to avoid hit- 
ting a herd of deer. He was res- 
cued with minor grazing to the 
forehead, while Mrs Tbcker’s 
body was discovered face down 
under a bridge, where police of- 
ficers failed to resuscitate her. 

A Home Office pathologist, 
David Harrison, concluded that 
Mrs Tucker had bruising on the 
left side of her chest “consistent 


with reccnL finger pressure", 
grasp marks on her upper arm. 
and abrasions under her left 
arm. There were no marks on 
her neck, bui the prosecution 
claimed that suffocation could 
have been caused “with a liga- 
ture like an armlock” or 
“fingers, not dug in”. 

The fatal crash look place on 
the evening of 2 1 July. l‘W5. af- 
ter Mr and Mrs Tucker had 
been out for dinner al the Red 
Lion, near Honingion. Suffolk. 
After leaving the pub, Mr Tuck- 
er claimed he missed a turning 
before being forced to drive into 
the river. He told deleelives that 
he was driving at around 5l)mph 
at the lime of ihe accident. Bui 
police cakulaiii nsxhuw that the 
car had been travelling at less 
than 3Jmph and it had slowed 
to around lumphwhen ii hit the 
river bed. 

Mr Tucker, of Honingion, 
Suffolk, denies murder. 

The case continues. 


guilty of 
assault 


Danes buy 
Glenfeshie 


DAILY POEM 


But for Lust 


Conservationists have lost out 
to a Danish family-owned com- 
pany in their bid for the High- 
land Glenfeshie estate, it was 
‘revealed yesterday, 

A multi-agency public bid 
was beaten by Danstrup Lund 
Holding A/S, owned by Klaus 
Helmcrsen, who is believed to 
have paid around £6m. The 
sale has angered conservation- 
ists who were hoping to save the 
42,000-acre estate from poten- 
tial harm because it is home to 
thousands of ancient trees. They 
claim its management is crucial 
to the success of maintaining the 
Cairngorms in order to achieve 
World Heritage Status. 

The Ramblers' Association 
Scottish officer Dave Morris 
said: “It is a scandal that the 
Glenfeshie land lottery continues 
... Why should Scotland allow 
the heart of the Cairngorms to 
be placed at the mercy of anyone 
with a big enough cheque book 
to outbid the public purse?” 


by Ruth Prtter 


But far lust we could be friends. 

On each oth&s necks could weep: 
In each other's arms could sleep 
In the calm the cradle lends: 


Lends awhile, and lakes away. 

But for hunger, but for fear. 
Calm cmdd be our day and year 
From the yellow to the grey: 


From the gold to the grey heir. 
But for passion could we rest. 
But for passion we could feast 
On compassion everywhere. 


Even bi this night J know 
By the awful livmg dead. 

By this owing tear l shed, 
Somewhere, somewhere it is so. 


Ruth Fitter was born in Ilford on 7 November 1897 and died 
in 1992, In the course of a long writing career she won the 
Hawthoraden Prize, the Queen’s Gold Medal for Poetry, and 
was made a CBE. To mark her centenary. Eniiharroon Press 
have issued Ruth Ptlier's Collected Poems, introduced bv Eliz- 
abeth Jennings (£IU.9S). J 


A police constable was con- 
victed yesterday of assaulting a 
student at a festival for the 
homeless. Paul Evans, 32, from 
Stoke Newington police station 
in London, was also convicted 
by a jury al the Old Bailey of 
affray. 

Six other officers from the 
same station were all cleared of 
various charges relating to an al- 
leged "brutal attack" they faced 
after the music festival for 
Hackney’s homeless in north 
London in May 1994. 

Police were called in after 
trouble allegedly erupted on the 
Saturday night. The defence 
claims that officers were called 
pigs and bastards and boules 
thrown at them. Michael 
Austin-Smith QC. for Evans, 
said the officer “lost bis cool" 
in the heat of the moment. He 
said (he police bad faced a “ri- 
otous situation. It was chaos". 

The prosecution had alleged 
that Evans and other officers all 
from Stoke Newington police 
station had been involved in an 
unprovoked attack on festival 
gocre and then tried to cover up 
their crime. 

Evans, who wifi be sen- 
tenced today, was found guilty 
of assaulting Ben Swarbrick af- 
ter the jury took seven days - 
deliberating for nearly 37 houre 
- to reach their verdicts. 

Sn other officers from Stoke 

Newington were all cleared of 
various charges they faced af- 
ter the festival. Evans was also 
cleared of other charges of al- 
leged assault and false impris- 
onment. All seven officers were 
cleared of plotting to pervert the 
course of justice by writing 
raise accounts of what had 
occurred. 

Evans will almost certainly 
be thrown out of the Metro- 
politan ftilioe following his con- 
viction, and lose his pension. 
The acquitted officers will re- 
main suspended until it is de- 
cided whether there are any 
outstanding disciplinary matters 
against them. 

— Jason Bennetto 
— Crime Correspondent 
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funny 


Schools that have beat the system to make their mark 

r . 


HOW TH E BES T AND WORST COMPARE 


Top (0 schools with the greatest sustained 
i improvement (based on GSCE results between 
1994-7 and including only schools which have 
improved each year. Excludes schools which 
entered fewer than 30 pupils.) 


School 


% point increase in 
GCSE score between 
1994 end (997 


, Harris City Technology College, Croydon 
Archbishop Temple School, Lancashire 
Bowtand County High School, Lancashire 
Morpeth School, Tower Hamlets 
Bacon’s College. Southwark 
Northampton (GM) School for Boys, Northants 
ChadweH Heath School, Redbridge 
Ibstock Place, Wandsworth 
Lordswood Girts' School, Birmingham 
Rlbston Hall High School, Gloucestershire 


Top 10 non-selective state schools at GCSE 


School 


Proportion of pupUs 
gaining at least five GCSEs 
at grade A^C 


Old Sv/mfond HosphaL Stourbridge 
I Watford Grammar School for Girts 
The Coopers' Company and 
, Coborn School, Upmtnster 
The Hertfords hir e and Essex High School, 
Bishop's Stortford 
Watford Grammar School for Boys 
Emmanuel Gey Technology College, Gateshead 
Coloma Convent Girts' School, Croydon 
St Albans Girls' School St Albans 
Sexey's School Bruton 
Queen Bbabedi Grammar School Penrith 


Bottom 10 -non-selective state schools at GCSE 


School 


Proportion of pupils gaining 
at least five GCSEs at grade A*-C 


The Ramsgate School Kent 

William Crane Comprehensive School Nottingham 

Campion Boys R C Comprehensive School, Liverpool 

High View School and Technology Centre. Derby 

Our Lady of Fatima High School Liverpool 

CopperfieJds College, Leeds 

Handsworth Wood Boys’ Birmingham 

Amy Johnson School Hull 

Skerton High School Lancaster 

Pen Park School Bristol 

Source of data: Department for Education and Employment 


Educationists opposed to 
school league tables 
based on raw exam 
scores have hailed a - 
league based on 
sustained improvement 
as a step in tike right 
direction. But. ask Lucy 
Ward and Judith Judd, can 
the schools In the new 
table really be fairly ' 
compared? 


The heads of two veiy different 
schools at the top of the new im- 
provement league have one re- 
sponse in common to their 
sudden dose of public acclaim. 

Both Lyndon Jones, princi- 
pal of Harris Q'ty Technology 
College in Croydon, and Alas- 
dair Macdonald, headleacher of 
Morpeth School in east Lon- 
don. believe the tabic has pro- 
vided well-deserved recognition 
for schools which have no 
chance of scaling the heights of 
the raw scores premier league, 
occupied by some of the coun- 
try's most selective institutions. 

However, while the two 
schools may both be making im- 
pressive headway, critics of the 
previous government’s educa- 
tion policy claim they were 
never on the same starting line: 

Harris, founded in 1990, is 
one of 14 CTCs - the business- 
sponsored brainchild of then- 
education secretary Kenneth 
Baker. With £1.25m over five 
years from its benefactor, the 
carpet king Lord Hants, the col- 
lege was able to equip itself with 
350 computers, a fibre optics 
network and - naturally - new 
carpeting for the former local 
education authority-run school 
whose buildings it took over. 

Morpeth is housed mainly in 
100-year-old red brick Victori- 
an buildings in Bethnal Green. 
On its present roll, 70 per cent 
of pupils qualify for free school 
meals - three times the pro- 
portion at Hams CTC - while 
for some 60 per cent English is 
a second language. 

For Harris CTC, Lyndon 
Jones points out, the sustained 
improvement which has seen 







Top marks: Year 7 pupils at the Harris CTC in Croydon, south London, the country's most improved school 
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the college leap to the top of the 
Government’s new league ex- 
tends even further back than the 
chosen start date of 1994. In its 
first year, fewer than 12 per cent 
of pupils gained at least five 
good GCSEs, while this year 64 
percent achieved that target. 

The principal attributes the 
improvement to teachers' hard 
work and dedication, combined 
with the influence of the busi- 
ness world Lewd Harris, the first 
chair of governors and still a 
board member, helped instill 
techniques borrowed from the 
boardroom including bench- 
marking and target-setting. 

Mr Jones, like other CTC 
principals, gives short shrift to 
suggestions that the college’s se- 
lection policy could have influ- 


enced its impressive results 
record Harris CTC selects a 
representative cross-section of 
abilities, but after that it sticks 
to its motto - “All can achieve”. 

In Bethnal Green, mean- 
while, Morpeth school can safe- 
ly guarantee its long climb to 
fourth in the improvement 
league has been achieved with 
no change in intake. The 40 per 
cent of pupils who gained five 
or more good GCSEs this sum- 
mer were from a year group 
with an even lower ability pro- 
file than normal for the school. 

The secret of success, says 
Alasdair Macdonald, was a re- 
versal of the “anti-boffin cul- 
ture" which prevented brighter 
pupils from being seen to work 
hard Homework dubs and hol- 


iday revision courses helped 
instill an ethos of hard work, 
and improved results followed. 

The school may be a model 
in the Government’s eyes but its 
head will not accept the New 
Labour view that poverty is no 
excuse for failure. “It is not an 
excuse but to say it has no im- 
pact is unfair and unjust,” Mr 
Macdonald said 

Professor Peter Mortimore, 
director of London University’s 
Institute of Education, agreed 
T have grave reservations about 
the use of crude league tables. 
Any exam table which doesn't 
reflect the different back- 
grounds and abilities of pupils 
coming into the school can’t re- 
ally be used to judge the qual- 
ity of teaching.” 


Top five comprehensives at A-level 

School Average A-level points score 

(for pupils taking two or more A-levels: 
A -grade scores 10 points and E scores two) 

Lady Manners School Bafcewell 24.8% 

King Ecgbert School Sheffield 24.6% 

Alsager School Stoke-on-Trent 24 JX 

The Coopers' Company and Cobom 

(GM) School Up minster 24.2% 

Lady laimSe/s School School Pickering 24.0% 

Thomas AAeyne's High School. Utoaxeter 24.0% 

Top five independent schools at A-level 

School Average A-level points score (for pupils taking two or 
more A-levels: A-grade scores 10 points, E scores two) 

King Edward’s School Birmingham 36.9% 

I Wkhirtgton Girts* School Manchester 36.8% 

King Edward VI School for Girls 35.8% 

The Lady Bean or Holies School, Hampton 353% 

St Swhh uns School. Winchester 34.7% 
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THE ROYAL NAVY ENGINEERING 
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Nava! Support Onit? Is it the Chartered 
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as an officer in the Royal Navy? Or 
could it be the personal qualities you need 
to get on board the scheme? Fbr surely you 
have to he a bit special. Don’t you? 


Yes you do. You have to be academically 
bright, with 3 'A’ Levels including Maths 
and Physics. And you need to show us 
that you have the potential to handle the 
most sophisticated weapon and defence 
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responsibilities that 
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out more and show 
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you are, please call 
0345 300 123 or return fOYAXWY 
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Demon offers unparalleled sendee 
and a wealth of experience. 

For a free 30 day trial CD and brochure^. 
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Demon Internet 


No doubt you're hearing a great 
deal about the Internet and the 
information It can bring you. 

Now that you have a PC and a 
modem, how do you get 
connected to the most reliable, 
innovative service provider? 

And most important, who is it? 

The answer is Demon Internet 

Why? Because no other internet 

Service Provider can do ALL this for 

only £10 ('£12.75 fee VKO per month: 

■ Help when you need iL Free support, 

24 hours a day, 365 days per year. 

- * Unlimited hmII addresses, 

ISDN access at no extra charge; if 
you’ve got h, just use iti 

* Connect to Demon Internet from 
anywhere in die UK for the cost 
of a local call*. 

5 MB free Web space allows you to 
create your own Wfeb She 

Free bi-monthly Demon Dispatches 
magazine to keep you up to date of 
Internet developments as they happen. 

Demon Internet connects more 
people than any other Internet Service 
Provider. 
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No guarantees as 
Ulster pushes on 
the door of peace 


Is the IRA felling ap ** 1 Wi,! ** 
Belfast political talks make 
headway? Our Ireland 

correspondent forecasts an eventful 
road ahead for the Northern 

Ireland peace process. 

One wise old political bird, asked recently if 
be thought the peace process would work, 
smiled and said: “We should know within ten 
years.” He was, he explained, not being face- 
tious, but simply reflecting the fact that a re- 
turn to violence wOJ remain a possibility for 
many years to come. 

The benign scenario for both the British 
and Irish governments is that the republican 
movement and the Ulster Unionist party re- 
main intact and that, hopefully by next year, 
both may find it possible to subscribe to a new 

deal. 

This could open the door to a new era in 
which both sides would feel able to subscribe 
to agreed new institutions. Yet even such a 
historic breakthrough would not guarantee 
peace, for there will always be the potential 


BY DAVID 
McKITTRICK 


for an unravelling oF the process, beginning 
on either the republican or loyalist sides. 

Still (ess are any guarantees available at 
the moment No one can be sure that the re- 
publican movement will first of all stay in one 
piece, and then go on to accept a political set- 
tlement which will undoubtedly leave a bor- 
der in Ireland. 

Similarly no one can be confident that a 
deal palatable to republicans will also be ac- 
ceptable to David Trimble’s Ulster Unionists, 
subject as they are to constant flank attacks 
from the eternally dissident and dissonant Rev 
lan Raisley. 

On the republican side, however, those loy- 
al to Sinn Fein president Gerry Adams are 
-so far at least -successfully holding the line 
against their internal dissidents. In the past 
few weeks they have lost up to a dozen Sinn 
Fein members in Co Louth in the Irish Re- 
public, as well as five of the 13 members of 
the IRA executive, which is a sort of adviso- 
ry board made up of distinguished IRA grey- 
beards. 

There is a high degree of internal confi- 
dence in the Adams leadership. But below 
this there are undercurrents of worry at about 
an arrangement which would leave the bor- 
der intact and the British still in Ireland. Re- 
publicans also grumble about what they 
characterise as lack of movement on issues 
such as prisoners. 

Selling what the hardliners will denounce 


as a partitionist arrangement is a problem for 
the fctaze. For the moment, however, the IRA 
and Sinn Fein are engiged in a propaganda 
battle with the five dissenters about the ex- 
tent of divisions. 

The dissenters are hot doing weft. They 
were resoundingly voted down at an impor- 
tant IRA meeting; they seem disorganised; 
and they lack a singte charismatic leader. They 
have also gone public with their oititisams, 
which does not go down well within the re- 
publican omerta culture; and they have wild- 
ly exaggerated their support, with the result 
that any future claims from them will be re- 
ceived with great scepticism. 

They also face a republican leadership 
which has for more than two decades shown 
consummate infighting and manoeuvring 
skills within republicanism. But perhaps 
most tellingly of all they have not voiced an 
alternative to the Adams strategy: a simple 
cry of “back to the war” would find few tak- 
ers. 

Observers al all points of the political com- 
pass are watching for signs of further re- 
publican fissures, which cannot be ruled out 
. But as of now the odds are stacked against 
the dissenters. 

While all this has been going oa outside 
the talks, precious little has been moving with- 
in Stormont. The two governments and most 
of the parties have been in the same build- 
ing but there has been, by all accounts, little 
or no meeting of minds. 

While the Ulster Unionists have often bear 
in the same room as Sinn Fein, they resolutely 
refuse to have any direct contact or dealing 
with the republicans. For many weeks now 
the parties have been setting out their posi- 
tions in a generalised way. “We’ve just been 
surfing the agenda,” as one delegate put h. 

Many of the other parties criticise the Ul- 
ster Unionists foraBe^dly not taking the talks 
seriously enough. David Trimble rarefy ap- 
pears, they complain, UUP documents are 
so terse as to be almost contemptuous, and 
party representatives are said to be at times 
churlish and rude. 

Part of the explanation for this may lie in 
the fact that Unionism has already experi- 
enced the type of split which the republicans 
are now trying to cope with. Mr Paisley and 
an ally, Robert McCartney, are campaigning 
for a complete Unionist withdrawal from the 
talks. 

Yesterday the process moved into a dif- 
ferent and potentially crucial phase, which ' 
may indicate whether genuine engagement 
and real horse-trading is possible within the 
present talks format The next few weeks will 
see an intensive round of bilateral meetings 
as the chairman, former US Senator George 
Mitchell, and the British government probe 
for areas of possible flexibflify and compro- 
mise. This may help show whether Unionists 
and republicans will be looking over their 
shoulders at their critics, or whether rela- 
tionships can be established to make move- 
ment possible. 



Strike-force: The Cambridge United footballer Matt Joseph with Tony Banks, the sports minister, at the launch yesterday of the h^B^^Harris 
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Labour wants funding inquiry to be widened 


Sir Patrick Neilfs inquiry, 
into political funding 
should cover commercial, 
sponsorship of party 
events. Labour said last 
night, after MPs 
complained of firms 
"trying to buy favours” 
without actually giving 
cash. Fran Abrams looks at 
the growing fist of firms 
prepared to hand out 
canapes to politicians. 

On the Sunday morning of 
Labour’s annual conference, 
delegates were treated to a 
free breakfast at one of 
Brighton's Grand HoteL Gor- 
don Brown provided the words 
of welcome and an aims man- 
ufacturer provided the crois- 
sants. 

The Welfare-to-Work break- 
fast, paid for by British Aero- 
space, was jnst ode of a growing 
number of party events with the 
mark of a commercial organi- 


sation on them. Everything 
from wallets containing con- 
ference agendas to stairs in the 
conference centre can attract 
sponsorship. 

Paul Flynn, Labour MP for 
Newport West, complained 
about the phenomenon at a ftr- 
liamentary Labour Party meet- 
ing last week. He has called for 
a full review of links with pri- 
vate companies. 

“Granny Farms Incorporat- 
ed and Crud Swallowers PLC 
have not suddenly been con- 
verted to the merits of fair 
pensions or the minimum 
wage ” he said yesterday. “They 
are financing the Labour Par- 
ty in order to buy favours from 
Government." Despite raising 
the issue before, he bad received 
little encouragement from par- 
ty officials. 

In answer to a letter from Mr 
Flynn the party’s finance di- 
rector, Paul Blagbrough, in- 
sisted that the sponsorship 
arrangements were based on ad- 
vice from Sir Gordon Downey, 
Pariiamentaxy Commissioner 


for Standards. They did not give 
“preferred access ” to ministers 
and there was no need for a re- 
view, he said. 

Last night, though, the par- 
ty said it believed sponsorship 
should be included in Sir 
Patrick’s inquiry. “We feel it’s 
an area that will have to be 
looked at,” a spokeswoman 
said. "We will make our con- 
tribution to the inquiry and 
await guidance from it when he 
concludes.” 

At this year's conference, 
long-term sponsors were joined 
by newer names. The Co-oper- 
ative Wholesale Society, a tra- 
ditional backer, paid £14,000 far 
plastic document wallets with its 
name on and a leaflet inside 
about its activities. Granada 
Television, which visits all the 
conferences, hosted a reception 
for North-west delegates and 
was delighted to win a few 
warm words from Tony Blair. 

Other backers provoked 
more disquiet, though. Some 
delegates complained about 
the link-up with British Aero- 


space, which sells Hawk jets to 
Indonesia. Last year there was 
similar comment after another 
arms manufacturer, Racai Elec- 
tronics, bought space on each 
step of the conference centre 
staircase. 

British Gas bought a table at 
a fund-raising dinner last year 
and visits all the conferences, 
while Minor Group Newspa- 
pers, part owner of The Inde- 
pendent , regularly pays for a 
disco at Labour's gathering. A 
drugs company, Novartis, re- 
cently paid for an induction con- 
ference for new Labour MPs. 

Others that have paid for 
drinks and canapes include 
Eastern Group, an electricity 
company, and the North and 
Mid Cheshire Training and En- 
terprise Council. Chris Blythe, 
chief executive of the council, 
which spent £4,500 on spon- 


soring a regional delegates' 
event in Brighton, said he felt 
the money was well spent. 

Last night the row over to- 
bacco sponsorship of Formula 
One rumbled on as it was an- 
nounced that the Public Health 
Minister, Tessa JowelL would be 
called to explain the sport's ex- 
emption from a proposed ban 
to a Commons committee on 
European legislation. 

Representatives of darts and 
other sports affected by tobac- 
co sponsorship are to meet the 
Prime Minister after a promise 
by Peter Mandelson to the 
Tories’ industry spokesman, 
John Redwood, in a television 
interview on Sunday. Dans rep- 
resentatives say that like For- 
mula One their sport bolds 
global events in Britain and is 
entirely dependent on tobacco 
sponsorship. 
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Redwood takes up 
arms for coal - 


The beleaguered coal 
industry was yesterday 
championed by John 
Redwood, the Tory trade 
and industry spokesman. 
Anthony Bevins, Political 
Editor, reports on an 
alleged dash for gas. 


A suggestion that BP "jumped 
the queue” with its bid to open 
a gas-fired power station at 
Saltend, near Hull, was pursued 
in a series of Commons ques- 
tions tabled by John Redwood 
yesterday. 

The Conservative trade and 
industry spokesman's interest in 
BP*s activities was sharpened by 

his summer campaign to get 
Lord Simon, former chairman 
of BP and now a trade and in- 
dustry minister, to divest him- 
self of his BP shareholding. 

In Commons questions yes- 
terday, he picked up a sugges- 
tion made by RJB Mining, the 
coal group, that BP had seemed 
to jump a queue of 27 applicants 
waiting to build power stations. 

RJB objected to the BP pro- 
posal because coal-fired stations 
require about 34 million tons 
a year of coal for each 
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1.000MW of electricity gener- 
ated, and it naturally opposes 
the gas-fired option. 

But the most remarkable 
element of a statement issued 
by Mr Redwood yesterday was 
the fact that aThatcherite Con- 
servative frontbencher was lob- 
bying a Labour government on 
behalf of the coaJ industry. 

Mr Redwood said the Gov- 
ernment had come to power on 
promises to help the coal in- 
dustry and to promote environ- 
mentally green policies. “Now it 
is finding it difficult to do both 
at the same time,” he said. 

“l want to know why it has 
licensed BP to build a L200MW 
gas station. Why BP and nor 
some of the other 27 applica- 
tions that are sitting on minis- 
ters’ desks? Is the Government 
worried that permission for this 
station could close another coal 
mine when it comes on stream, 
displacing coal-fired power? 
How marry more stations will it 
license in the dash for gas?” 

Mr Redwood, who has be- 
come the most aggressive mera- 
. ber of William Hague's 
opposition team, also asked why 
Tony Blair was not meeting rep- 
resentatives erf the mining unions 
?nd mining company manage- 
ments - as he had met Formu- 
la One motor racing bosses. 

Gting tobacco sponsorship of 
sport as an example of the way 
in which the Government 
reached dedaons, Mr Redwood 
said that was not the only case 
of decisions being taken by too 
few people, without proper con- 
sultation, in a hurry, and not 
properly reported to parliament. 
"Energy policy is another such 
matter," he said “The coal in- 
dustry deserves a hearing.” 


Hospital waiting 
lists keep rising 


A rise in hospital 
waiting lists will be 
reported today. Health 
Secretary Frank 
Dobson will announce 
an action group to 
meet Labour’s pledge 
to cut times, says Colin 
Brown, Chief Political 
Correspondent. 


Teams of troubleshooters are 
to be appointed in the eight 
NHS regions in an attempt by 
Frank Dobson to get a grip 
on the waiting list figures 
which today will show a con- 
tinued rise. Task forces wQl be 
sent into hospitals where the 
queues for operations such as 
hip replacements arc the 
longest, to offer advice on 
how to reduce waiting times. 

The Secretary of State 
for Health wiU also announce 
the creation of a national ac- 
tion group who will report to 
ministers. Members from the 
national group will act as 
leaders for each of the eight 
task forces. 

The decision to appoint 
new teams underlines Gov- 
eminent dismay at the con- 
tinued rise in the wailing list 
figures. Mr Dobson blamed 
the Tory legacy in August 
when the numbers waiting for 
hospital treatment hit a 
record 1.1 million, but his 
tone will change today to ex- 
press hope that the NHS 
might haw turned the comer. 

He will announce that 
the latest quarterly figures 


show the rise is continuing 
but it is beginning to slow. 
The appointment 1 of the trou- 
bleshooters is intended to ac- 
celerate the turn-around, but 
it also highlights the deep 
concern in the Government 
to meet the pledge to reduce 
waiting lists, one of Labour's 
five key election promises. 

The total number of pa- 
tients waiting for surgery 
rose by 3 per cent to an all- 
time high of 1,192,700 for the 
quarter to August. Today’s 
announcement will show that 
the rise has slowed to around 
2 per cent in the quarter from 
July to the end of September. 

Mr Dobson yesterday 
compared the waiting lists to 
a supertanker. He told MPs 
they would take a long time 
to slow and turn-around. 

The Goverwnenl came 
under fire from Simon Hugh- 
es, the Liberal Democrat 
spokesman on health, for 
failing to put more money 
into the NHS.“Thcy will tty 
to manage the waiting lists 
to pretend they have not 
gone up as much as they have 
been. That is because of the 
summer," he said. 

Mr Dobson was praised by 
Labour MPs for pumping 
an extra £269m into the NHS 
from the defence budget to 
help hospitals avoid a crisis 
this winter, but ministers fear 
cold weather will sec anoth- 
er sharp rise in waiting lists. 

Such an increase could 
lead to renewed calls for ra- 
tioning of care on the NHS, 
with some treatments being 
dropped from cover. 
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Britain and US fear Saddam will be let off the hook 


The United States and Iraq both 
appeared keen yesterday to step 
haclc from the belligerent rhetoric 
of recent days. But Steve Crawshaw 
says Washington and London are 
still determined not to be seen as 
'going soft 7 on Saddam Hussein. 

Bn tain rebuffed a n attempted Iraqi cam- 
promise whereby some' US weapons in- 
spectors would be allowed back as part of 
a United Nations team. Bui the Fontign Of- 
fice also spoke of “actively pursuing a diplo- 
matic solution". Bri tish offic ials argued that 


the proposals by Tariq Am. the Iraqi For- 
eign Minister, “indicate an Iraqi willingness 
to move". Reassuring words are intended 
to persuade Iraq that sanctions will not stay 
in place for ever. There can, in other words, 
be “light at the end of the tunnel", despite 
Iraq’s repeatedly expressed Fears to the con- 
trary, British officials talked of drawing “a 
road map with greater clarity" on how to 
get the sanctions lifted. 

Phrt of the new-fook map might be what 
US officials called “modest adjustments" 
to the oQ-fbr-food programme. Under the 
current terms of the programme, Iraq can 
sell S2bn (£1 -25bn) of oS every six mouths, 
with the proceeds controlled by the UN. 


Iraq has said that Americans can come 
back in if there are an equal number of in- 
spectors from other permanent members 
of the Security Council - Britain. France, 
Russia, and China. But British officials 
warned yesterday that President Saddam 
cannot be allowed to “discriminate" re- 
garding the make-up of a UN team. They 
said there must be a willingness to comply 
with UN resolutions, in particular readi- 
ness to open up all weapons facilities for 
inspection in order to prevent the posses- 
sion of weapons of mass destruction. 

Foreign Office minister Derek Fatch- 
eit, on a visit to Tokyo, argued: “I think that 
Saddam Hussein realises that he's gone a 


step too far and made a tactical mistake and 
is looking fora way that he can back down 
and save his face." The French President, 
Jacques Chirac, congratulated himself on 
the easing of the crisis: “I have a feeling 
that the points J matte have contributed to- 
wards what has developed today, towards' 
some form of detente," he said. 

Oil prices fell yesterday, on the per- 
ception that the crisis has begun to ease. 
The French Foreign Minister, Hubert 
Vedrine, said military action “remains 
possible but is not certain". He said he was 
convinced the US seeks a diplomatic so-' 
lutiou, “because the situation would per- 
haps not be fundamentally” changed by 


mOiuay action". Arab leaders have shown 
little enthusiasm for the prospect of mfli- 
taiy action against Iraq. 

Britain has been the only countiy to have 

backed Y&shinglon almost to the hilt, in 
ils.desire to punish Saddam, come what 
may. British officials continued to em- 
phasise that an iron fist was stflf contained 
wi thin the softer new glove. The empha- 
sis was stfll on “readiness to consider use 
of force if all other measures fail”. 

Britain and the US have been keen to 
argue that all sides are acting in unison 
against President Saddam. In reality, mil- 
itary action would put intolerable pressure 
on the anti-Saddam alliance. Criticism 


from France and Russia is now more mul- 
ed only because both now believe military 

action is an unlikely option. 

la Baghdad, President Saddam held 
a meeting with members of the Revolu- 
tionary Command Council lo discuss the 
stand-off. According to the official Iraqi 
oews agency, “the political situation was dis- 
cussed and the letters sent to the President 
from his brethren Arab presidents and mon- 
anefas were reviewed." Russia s Foreign 
Minister, Yevgeny Primakov, talked of 
Russia being "active in many different ar- 
eas". He emphasised: “We will do every- 
thing to End an exit to this crisis through 
the path Of peaceful political settlement. 


Nigeria’s leader 
promises amnesty 

Nigeria’s military ruler dissolved his cabi- 
net yesterday and and said he was granti- 
ng an amnesty for some political prisoners 
in a speech to mark the fourth anniversary 
of his seizure of power. 

General Sani Abacha, speaking in a ra- 
dio and television address, said his gov- 
ernment had decided to free “those 
detained persons whose release would 

to the 

m has 

been accused of holding hundreds of po- 
'gs litical prisoners, did not say which detainees, 

* • • or how many, would be freed. He did not 
mention Nigeria's best-known prisoner, the 
businessman Mosbood Abiola, who was 
the presumed winner of the aborted elec- 
tions in 1993. 

Gen Abacha also said he was dissolving 
his cabinet, noting that a number of offi- 
cials had indicated that they wanted to play 
larger roles in Nigeria’s political transition. 
Saying Nigeria was about to “embark on 
the final lap of the tenure of this adminis- 
tration", -Gen Abacha said his move fol- 
lowed indications from ministers that they 
wanted to “fully participate in the politi- 
cal process". 

He has promised to hold elections next 
year, handing power to a civilian govern- 
ment on 1 October. Pro-democracy groups, 
however, say he will probably orchestrate 
^ P the election to ensure that he remains in 
power indefinitely. 

The general also used his speech to at- 
tack Nigeria's independent media, which 
has faced repeated arrests and crack- 
downs, as well as to round on foreign crit- 
ics of his regime. — Abuja 
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Hot work: Rescue worker Andy Darbyshire trying to keep a killer whale cod on a beach near Exmouth, Western Australia. Seven of the animals 
were stranded cm the beach on Sunday. Three have been refloated but three have died, including this female’s calf Photograph: AP/Michael O'Brien 


Pakistan’s leader in 
court for contempt 


Pakistan’s Nawaz Sharif denied showing 
contempt for the judiciary yesterday when 
he became the fust serving Prime Minis- 
ter to appear on a contempt of court charge. 
Mr Sharif said in a statement that he had 
high esteem for the judiciary, with which 
he has been at loggerheads for months, but 
said: “I have neither oommi tted contempt 
of court, nor do I intend to do that" 

Mr Sharif sat in court with his entire cab- 
inet when counsel read out the slaiemenL 
The hearing was adjourned until today and 
Mr Sharif was unlikely to appear again, aides 
said. His remarks fell far short of the 
apology which some newspapers had 
said he would make to the court to take 
some of the tension out of the nation's 
political life. 

The continuing confrontation with Mr 
Sharif s nine-month-old government has 
dominated political life and unnerved in- 
vestors. The proceedings arise out of re- 
marks Mr Sharif made when the supreme 
court suspended one of his first pieces of 
, legislation which outlawed the practice of 
legislators chan ging sides, something that 
has bedevilled politics in the past 

Mr Sharif s statement said h was his duty 
to express his views on court rulings "in 
the light of vaiying opinions-. ... It is un- 
fortunate if in the performance of my duty 
towards these obligations, any of my state- 
ments has been deemed by any learned 
judge to be in contempt" 

The Pakistani Prime Minister, who re- 
turned to power with a sweeping majority 
in February, has been at loggerheads with 
the country’s chief justice, Sayed Sajjad All 
Shah, for months over a variety of issues. 

— Reuters. Islamabad 


The Big Crocodile 
bites back at 
apartheid inquiry 


Despite months of behind-the- 
scenes wooing, South Africa's 
former president PW Botha, 
has said he intends to ignore a 
subpoena to appear before the 
Thith and Reconciliation Com- 
mission, the body charged with 
exposing the truth about the 
country's apartheid past 

Archbishop Desmond Tutu 
yesterday said that if Mr Botha, 
SI, former leader of the Na- 
tional Party, refused to attend 
a hearing on the workings of the 
old State Security Council, he 
would be prosecuted. The com- 
mission is trying to establish how 
the council, which Mr Botha 
chaired, fitted into the chain of 
command that allowed atroci- 
ties to take place. Thosewho ig- 
nore the TRC’s bidding face a 
fine, or two years in jail. 

In an interview with the 
Afrikaans newspaper Rapport, 

Mr Botha cafled the TRC a “cir- 
cus". The Archbishop said he 
was sad Mr Botha appeared to 
have thrown down a gauntlet. 
He has visited Mr Botha at his 
retirement home to persuade 
him to co-operate with the 
Commission in the interests of 
reconciliation. 

The TRC submitted ques- 
tions for written reply. but Mr 
Botha missed the deadline. The 
commission offered to take the 
hearing to him after claims 
that he was too ill to travel to 

Johannesburg- “In showing this 

consideration for Mr Botha we 
have angered many South 
Africans who have accused us 
of being spineless for not un- 

ceremonioudy calling him to ac- 
count,'’ Archbishop Thtu said. 



Winnie comes out 
fighting in campaign 
for ANC power 


Botha: Told commission to 
keep away from his home 


In his Rapport in terview Mr 
Botha warned the TRC not to 
come anywhere near his home. 
He was prepared to meet the 
Archbishop again in private, at 
the local museum, where they 
could have tea. It is difficult to 
imagin e the Groot Krakodil 
(Big Crocodile), as Mr Botha is 
known, and the Archbishop 
chatting for long. “I amnot ask- 
ing for amnesty." he said. “I did 
not authorise murders and I do 
not apologise for the struggle 
agains t the Marxist revolution- 
ary onslaught.” 

Mr Botha claims the com- 
mission is turning into a revenge 
campaign against Afrikaners: 
“The truth is simply that the 
commission does not bring rec- 
onciliation but is trying to tear 
the Afrikaner and the South 
African nation apart." He 
added that Afrikaners could not 
be expected to apologise for 
their existence or for strug- 
gling to find a place in the sun. 

— Mary Braid Johannesburg 


Undaunted by accusations of 
murder, Winnie Madfltizela- 
Mandela began her campaign 
for the deputy leadership of the 
ANC yesterday with a rare me- 
dia interview in which she crit- 
icised her former husband's 
government for failing to deliver 
lo the masses. 

Mrs Mandela, who is stand- 
ing for office in defiance of the 
ANC leadership, was inter- 
viewed in her mansion in Sowe- 
to. She was in rip-roaring form, 
attacking claims that she mur- 
dered the 14-year-old activist 
Stompie Seipei Moeketsi in 
her garden in the late 1980s. 

She called Katiza Gebekbu- 
lu, the former bodyguard who 
recently claimed he saw her stab 
Stompie, a “liar and a lunatic” 
She dismissed Mr Cebekbu- 
lu's patron, the former British 
MP Baroness Nicholson, as a 
“mad cow”. She cast asper- 
sions on President Mandela 
for even looking at. Mr Ce- 
bekulu’s allegations. 

Mrs Mandela says there is 
conspiracy against her by those 
wbo disjike her preaching the 
“truth", which was that the 
ANC's “high-handed” leader- 
ship had failed the people. A 
Wmniephobia” campaign , she 
says, hacf been whipped up 
shx£ she was nominated for the 
deputy post. 

Mrs Mandela’s bid for the 
deputy leadership, which would 
put her within striking distance 
of the presidency, has alarmed 
ANC leaders, /dl other candi- 
dates for the deputy's post have 
been forced to step aside in 
favour of Jacob Zuma, an 


n to welcome Blair the good European 



Winnie Mandela; says she 
is victim of a conspiracy 


Lracbmisnratic “consensus can- 
didate” of whom the leadership 
approves. That makes the con- 
test a two-horse race. Party of- 
ficials can only hope the strategy 
succeeds. Earlier this year the 
leadership put up Mr Zuma's 
wife, Nkosazana, against Mrs 
Mandela for the leadership of 
the ANC’s Women's League. 
Mrs Zuma was thrashed. 

If the party is alarmed, white 
voters are yet more concerned. 
They remember her threat in 
1986 that blacks would liberate 
South Africa “with our bores of 
matches and out necklaces [ex- 
ecution in a burning tyre]". 

Next week, Mrs Mandela 
will dominate the news when foe 
Thith and Reconciliation Com- 
mission bows to her demands 
that the allegations against her 
be heard in public. Two weeks 
later, she will put herself for- 
ward for office at the ANCs 
conference at which President 
Mandeb will stand down as par- 
ty leader. — Mary Braid 



lister oi aw® 

iced in Tokyo yester- . 

ie lo power last May, 
have travelled to 


Japan. While there had been no funda- 
mental change in Ties with Tokyo since 
Labour came to power, he believed Japan- 
ese officials felt more comfortable with Mr 
Blair’s administration because it was more 
pro-Europe than the Conservative gov- 
ernment of John Major, wbo visited Japan 
in 1993. 


“If there is a difference [compared to 
the Major government} here in Japan it is 
that Labour is seen as extremely positive 
on Europe,” Mr Btfchett said- The date of 
Mr Blair's trip.has not been decided. 

- Britain has long been the top base in Eu- 
rope for Japanese compawKwitb interests 
there. — Reuters, Tokyo 
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Burgundy's soaringprice bottles up trouble for future 


Prices for the poshest Burgundies 
went through the roof at thb 
mart charity wine auction in 
Beaune, one of the key events in 
the global wine calendar. The high 

bidding, mosdy on behalf of 

foreign buyers, angered focal 
producers, who fear it will 
discourage purchaser? of cheaper 
Burgundies* With the 1997 
Beaujofcus nouveau arriving on 
Thursday, John Udfeld, in Beaune, 
samples the paradoxical state of 
the French wine industry 

Louis ThJbuchet bought the most expen- 
sive items in the auction: two barrels of 
Batard-Moatracbei at the equivalent of £50 
a bottle. Afterwards, he was delighted and 
disturbed 

Delighted, because his firm, a local spe- 
cialist trader, made it a “point of honour" 
to buy the most prized white wine in the 
annual charity auction of the grands- crus 
from vineyards bequeathed over the cen- 
turies to the Hospices de Beaune. Dis- 
turbed, because the price he had paid, 
152,000 francs (about £15,000) a barrel, was 
neariy double last year’s price, confirming 
the sky-high trend in this year’s sale. 

“The wine I just bought is already paid 
for [by dealers in New York and Dallas]. 
But from the point of view of cheaper and 
medium-price Burgundies, the price is 
very worrying, even dangerous. The trend 
wfll put off buyers in the cheaper categories, 
where Burgundy is already suffering." 

Mr Trdbuchet said the high auction 
prices this year (47 per cent up on 1996 
overall) reflected the potential quality of 
the 1997 vintage but also the weakness of 
the franc and the fact that “there is a lot 
of money in the world for luxury items at 
present". In Sunday's sale, barrels were 
marked down to buyers from 30 countries, 
including the United States, Japan and 
Britain (there were two succesful bids by 
Sainsbury’s). but also Russia, Taiwan and 
Singapore. There were ironic boos for the 
purchase of one lot of Savigny-Ies- Beaune 






(a red Burgundy) by “Coca-Cola Japan 4 . 

Christian JFlaceli&re, a wine writer, was 
even blunter about the foreign money on 
offer. “It’s sad,” he said. “With prices like 
that, people are going to turn to beer and 
processed drinks." 

For whatever reason, and price is not 
yet a major issue, wine d rinking is already 
collapsing in France. Consumption has fall- 
en by half in the last 25 years. Two- thirds 
of French under 30 now reject wine as fat- 


tening and old-fashioned. Ai the same time, 
the highest quality Bench wises arestiS 
enormously sought after abroad and - to 
the despair of some purists - production 
of tire medium-range wines has been in- 
creased in the last decade. 

Although on the surface, the French 
wine industry is doing well, helping to boost 
the country’s record trade surpluses, there 
is concern that the growing dependence on 
foreign sales may prove destructive. The 


three-dayfestivalmBeaxjne-“Zes&raLsglo- 
rieusesde Bourgogne" -was, as ever, a joy- 
ous occasion. There were sampling tents 
for wines and cheese andcharcnterie; there 
were win e-bottl e -opening competitions; 
there were street performers in medieval 
garb, including one man who rolled drunk- 
enly around town in a gigantic, round-bot- 
tomed barrel. 

But beneath the surface jollity, there was 
anxiety. In Bordeaux, the great rival to 


Burgundy, a controversy rages about tbe 
coar sening impact of American tastes, 
arid specially the judgements of the US wine 
guru Robert Parker. It & alleged that some 
chateaux have abandoned the “subtlety” of 
Ftench tradition for a more “vigorous” type 
of wine which appeals to America (that is, 
Parker). This was defined by one French 
critic as something which “strikes the 
palate like a dollop of wine jam". 

Pierre-Hemy Gagey, president of the 
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Britain snubbed on 
single currency 


Britain’s attempt to avoid becoming polit- 
ically sidelined in Europe was in difficulty 
last night, aft er France and Germany ruled 
out granting Britain aseaiona proposed 
economic council to be reserved for gov- 
ernments joining the angle currency. 

Bonn and Paris raised a new difficulty 
for the Chancellor, Gordon Brown, by sug- 
gesting that even listening to Britain’s 
views on the new committee would be con- 
ditional on the country rejoining the Eu- 
ropean exchange rate mechanism (ERM). 

Mr Brown, allied with finance ministers 
from Sweden, Denmark and Greece, all of 
whom are likely to remain outside EMU at 
foe start in 1999, protested about plans to 
set up foe body, to be known as “Euro-X". 
If foe committee is to be hunched, the Britifo, 
Greeks, Swedes and Danes want observer 
places, arguing that its deliberations could 
have a direct impact on their economies. 

But French and German ministers said 
the difficulties they faced were of their own 
making. Theo WhigeL, the German finance 
minister, said “nobody could prevent" the 
euro-zone countries from launching then- 
own informal consultations outside the 
framework of the EU treaty. 

— Katherine Butler 


Euro starts to score better 
marks with the Germans 


German angst over the im- 
pending abolition of the 
Deutschmark is dissipating, ac- 
cording to polls published yes- 
terday by focus magazine. For 
tbe first time, one survey shows 
those supporting European 
monetary union outnumber the 
euro’s opponents. 

Euro-sceptics across the EU 
have drawn hope in the past 
from Germans’ apparent resis- 
tance to doing away with their 
most potent national tymboL 
Tbe German parliament has the 
right to veto membership of 
Emu. But German voters have 
always been ambivalent. Whilst 
many have objected to the euro, 
most have always expressed a 
conviction that monetary union 
will take place, regardless of 
their views. Attempts by the op- 
position Social Democrats to 
appeal to “Deutschmark na- 
tionalism" have failed. 


’• .The latest polls .show that 
euro-fatalism is Slowly turning 
into support. Aorinfing to a sur- 
vey of 3,500 people, conducted 
by the conservative Konrad 
Adenauer Stifhmg (Founda- 
tion), the proportion of Emu 
opponents has shrunk in one . 
year from 63 to 45 per cent Al- 
most 9 out of 10 were convinced 
monetary union would take 
place. “Tire breakthrough to ac- 
ceptance has come,” com- 
mented the think-tank’s 
chairman, Gunter Riasche. 

Even more encouraging 
from the government’s point of 
view is a survey carried out by 
tbe respected AUensbach in- 
stitute which found that 55 per 
cent were in favour of Emu, with 
45 per cent against. 

The key factor in the change 
of attitudes is foe growing re- 
alisation that the common cur- 
rency may not be inferior to the 


Deutschmark. Although no 
German believes the euro will 
be “harder" than foe mark, foe 
proportion who fear a much 
softer currency is declining. 

• Pollsters attribute this to a 
growing awareness that foe new 
monetary order in Europe wilt 
still be governed from Frank- 
furt, very much on the terms of 
foe disappearing Bundesbank. 
The establishment in the sum- 
mer of the German-inspired 
“stability council" marks the 
turning point 

The pollsters are also dis- 
covering that some assump- 
tions about the mark's enduring 
popularity have been a myth. 
While the older generation as- 
sociates the post-war currency 
with economic success, younger 
Germans appear to have no 
hang-ups about swapping one- 
type of coin for another. 

— Imre Karoo, Bonn 
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such anti® would never be 
in Burgundy. "A great wine remam 
faithful to its terroir [locality!, 
method of manufacture must express the 
qualities of the terroir, not blot them out.^ 

The other export-induced threat to foe 
character of French wine is foe expansion 
of the areas now allowed to make appel- 
lation contrdle medium-priced wine. In an 
interview with U Monde at foe weekend, 
foe British wine writer Hugh Johnson, who 
is enormously respected in France, said the 
poor quality of some bottles under appel- 
lation labels was placing tbe reputation of 
French wine in foe world “at very great 
risk". Some wine experts present In Beaune 
suggested that this was the real cause of foe 
slow sales of cheaper Burgundies. 

Left-wing mayors 
clean up in Italy 

The outgoing left-wing mayors of Rome, 
Venice and Naples romped home to stun- 
ning re-election victories according to re- 
sults published yesterday, in a glittering 
demonstration of foe notion that a little ad- 
ministrative competence goes a long way 
in Italian politics. 

While the country’s centre-left govern- 
ment tried to take the credit and political 
analysts predicted a leadership crisis in foe 
opposition, the deeper truth was that 
Messrs Rutelli, Cacciari and Bassolino 
were rewarded for at last trying to stop the 
rot in three of the world’s most beautiful 
but traditionally worst-a dministe red cities. 

Franoesco Rutelli, a media-conscious 
Green, has scrubbed Rome's filthy church 
facades dean, introduced electric public 
transport and replanted parks that had been 
reduced to barren ashtrays strewn with bro- 
ken glass. Massimo Cacciari, a misan- 
thropic philosopher, has dredged Venice’s 
canals and tried to halt foe decline in foe 
dty's population. Antonio Bassolino has 
built up star status by giving Naples some 
of its self-confidence back and attracting 
tourists to its freshly scrubbed old centre. 
All three men won over 60 per cenL 
— Andrew Gumbd, Rome 
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Tbe European Commission will 
be blamed today for handing 
out billions of pounds to fann- 
ers to compensate them for loss- 
es they never suffered. 

Presenting the annual report 
to tbe European Parliament 
from tbe ElTs spending watch- 
dog, Bernhard Friedmann, 
president of the Court of Au- 
ditors, will single out British 
handling of BSE-related pay- 
ments for particularly strong 
criticism. 

Under a scheme for slaugh- 


tering cattle over 30 months old, 
British farmers were to receive 
£270 per animal only after in- 
cineration. But the auditors 
have found that although claims 
for 1 million animals were made 
by end of last year, only 27,000 
were incinerated. The British 
authorities also allowed older 
cattle, potentially carrying a 
risk of infection, to be put on 
tbe market with EU aid. 

Tbe ELPs chief auditor has 
refused to certify the bloc’s an- 
nual accounts for foe third year 


running, because of such lax 
control over taxpayers’ money. 

The report says poor book- 
keeping, erroneous payments, 
waste and fraud meant £2.8bn 
- 5.4 per cent of foe total £52bo 
budget - could not be proper- 
ly accounted for. 

Mr Friedmann will tell foe 
European Parliament that the 
court was unable to find any au- 
dit trail for an alarming 4 3 per 
cent of transactions checked. 

He will blame tbe authorities 
in HU states for failing to ex- 


ercise control over foe revenue 
they collect on behalf of foe 
Community, or tbe cash Ihcy 
pass on to farmers, job trainees, 
small businesses, local author- 
ities and other beneficiaries. 

Big cereal landowners, many 
in Britain, were over-compen- 
sated by £2bn and beef pro- 
ducers by £55ftn. 

Cheque-in-the-post style 
payments introduced by Brus- 
sels in 1992 were intended to 
offset projected price drops. 
But market prices, particular- 
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ly for grain, rose from 1995 and 
the system places no ceiling on 
the amounts individuals can 
claim. 

EU grant aid programmes to 
help poorer regions also come 
in for censure. Small companies 
receive special aid, but the au- 
ditors reveal there U no defin- 
ition of a small company, so that 
big corporations sometimes 
qualify. 

In Spain, a £2m grant for a 
skilled trades scheme was spent 
on a computer centre for the 


company supposed to be im- 
plementing the project. 

The auditors also blow foe 
whistle oq members of tbe Eco- 
nomic and Social Committee, a 
Brussels-based 1 consultative 
body made up of interest 
groups, employers and trade 
unionists. Forty were found to 
be fiddling their travel expens- 
es over a three-month period 

last year at a cost to tbe taxpayer 

of around £2m. 

— Katherine Butler, 
Brussels 
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10/YOUNG BRITAIN 


The future: focused, flexible and female 


by NICOLE VEASH AND 
JACK O'SULLIVAN 


In a worid of insecure 
Jobs, young women are 
infinitely better prepared 
While young men are still 
hoping to be footballers, 
women are busy planning 
their lives from school 
to work, acquiring that 
all-important work 
experience at every 
opportunity. 

This is the picture 
presented by 2020 vision, 
a survey by the Industrial 
Society of 10,000 young 
Britons aged between 12 
and 25, the largest study 
of its kind. The 
Independent continues 
its exclusive look at the 
study every day this week. 



Rebecca Jones. 22. is typical of 
a new breed of can-do women. 
“Frcun the age of 12 1 knew that 
I wanted to do a classics degree. 
I loved Latin and I enjoyed my 
Greek and I focused on getting 
the grade to go to university. 

When I left Cambridge, 
while I didn’t know the precisely 
what job I wanted, f knew ex- 
actly what I wanted to get out 
of it. I wanted something with 
variety, prospects for promo- 
tion, something that was excit- 
ing, dynamic and dealt with 
people.” Today, she works as a 
strategic planner in a London 
advertising agency. 

In contrast, Paul Dunbar, a 
third-year economics student at 
Lancaster University, has not 
planned his life. “I’m very wor- 
ried that I’ve done no work ex- 
perience. I’ve never been taught 


how to deal with an office for 
example. I never really thought 
about work until this term. 

“Then I saw jobs being ad- 
vertised and the deadlines and 
I thought Td better hurry up and 
think of what I want to do. It is 
very frightening when you have 
20 applications on your desk. 

“A lot of guys seem to be get- 
ting a rude awakening, when 
they’re suddenly besieged with 
stuff from the careers service. 
Women seem to focus on what 
they want to do for the future. 
Quite a few, for example, have 
taken a year off in industry. 
They certainly study harder - 
they’re more conscientious.” 

Young women, reveals the 
survey, are also more in tune 
with economic change. They are 
less likely than men to expect a 
job for life and more likely to 
pick themselves up after be- 
coming unemployed and take 
the type of action that will se- 
cure fresh work. So whereas 
men tend to wait for the right 
job, jobless women are more 
willing to get fresh q ualificati ons 
and take careers advice. 

Women also recognise even 
more than their male peers 
that the key skills in today’s age 
of communication are literacy 
and “getting on with people”. 

“The whole communication 
thing," says Rebecca Jones, “is 


really important, especially as 
this sector in the job market is 
expanding. Women seem to be 
especially good at communi- 
cating and that is why we are 
getting a higher profile." 

Anid they are learning all the 
time — women recognise more 
than men that home is a place 
where they can learn skilly be 
it for running a home, 
maintaining a family. 

Women also have a strong 
agenda for ensuring their own 
success at work. More than a 
third of women, compared with 
a fraction of men, expect more 
childcare in the workplace with- 
in 10 years. And they are fierce 
supporters of men taking up 
their share of childcare - 93 per 
cent think men and women 
should take equal responsibil- 
ity for caring for children. 

Rigid, long boms are anath- 
ema to the new female gener- 
ation who see such practices as 
blocking their progress. A third 
expect more flexible hours to be 
available within 10 years and 
half think there will be more 
working from home. 

“Women,” says Rebecca 
Jones, “are driving the way we 
change at work. It is all about 
doing what we want to do on 
our own terms. This is a much 
more progressive way of think- 
ing and it is about flexibility in 
the workplace. 

“If, for example, I had chil- 
dren and I wanted time off, I 
would take it and have to fit that 
in with my work. If I wanted to 
leave at five and work on my 
laptop I would have to do that. 
We do the job in the end but it 
doesn't have to involve taking 
part in the faces game, just sit- 
ting at our desks and being there 
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Women have better skills for the modern world 


After graduating from 
Bradford University, 
Mina Dye-Sharp, 24, 
became a community 
youth volunteer. 


to be seen.” 


2020 Vision is co-ordinated by the Industrial Society. The Action Agenda along with full results 
of the research will be launched next Monday. 


A lot of women realise they 
have got to be focused. We feel 
we have got to do better than 
men and also better than the 
next woman. But I don’t want 
to get on in life just because Tm 
a woman. I want to succeed on 
merit and on my abilities. 

I think we have really 
changed the workplace. We are 
better listeners than men, not 
so aggressive and better at see- 


ing things from a different 
perspective. Wbmen ore pre- 
pared to take evetyone's feel- 
ings on board. They are more 
team-based and democratic. 

Some men I work with 
have tunnel vision. They can 
only see things one way. They 
seem to find it hard to com- 
promise and their communi- 
cation is quite poor, which can 
sometimes be frustrating. 

Women are more persis- 
tent. Men just seem to give up 
when problems arise or they 
just delegate downwards. 
Negotiation is really important 
at work. 

Compromising is not about 
giving up. You can still stand 


by what you believe in. Work 
is all about give and take. 

Blokes are generally more 
competitive than women, 
which can be a good thing, but 
we get emotionally involved 
with what we are doing. 

Women are more realistic 
about the job market in the fu- 
ture. We know that we are the 
only ones who can make things 
happen. 

Men just say the opportu- 
nities are not out there. I think 
the problem is that young men 
don’t have a traditional role 
and that is why women appear 
to be so much more focused. 
Men need to realise they have 
an important part to play in so- 


ciety. I’ve got a lot of single 
mothers as friends who are ail 
going back to higher education. 
They feel they have missed out 
and that is the only way for 
them to get off income support 
They need to help themselves 
and they are very focused on 
that 

It’s no longer important to 
marry or settle down and have 
a child. If a man doesn't stick 
around after a baby is bom. 
women aren't that bothered 
any more. Wc can cope with- 
out u man around and it’s less 
hassle. 

There is onus on young 
women to succeed and do 
more. Even that girl-power 




thing is like peer pressure. 
The media is telling women 
that they have got to go further 
ami do better, so in the end be- 
ing a career-oriented woman 
could be tike conforming to a 
modem stereotype. 


We’re fed up with meaningless sex 
by the time we’re in our twenties 
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“My friend's got three kids and 
he’s got another on the way,” 
says 1 9-year-old Damian. “But 
since he turned 17, he’s settled 
down with his girlfriend. I sup- 
pose that’s what we all want to 
do these days.” 

Damian Julienne, from 
Birkenhead, has grown up with 
sex. He had his first full sexual 
encounter at 10 with a 14-year- 
old girl from down the street. 

“Yes, I was really young, but 
it wasn't like sex, like I have to- 
day, it was more of an investi- 
gation and if I look back it 
seems laughable.” he says. 

“When I turned 15, sex be- 
came like a regular, more seri- 
ous thing. But last year I met a 
girl and fell in Jove and it totally 
changed the way 1 feci about 
relationships," 

Although things did not 
work out for Damian and he has 
steered cleared of other com- 
mitment since, he admits that 
somewhere along the line he 
wants to shake off any lad-like 
connotations. 


“I might have had a lot of 
girlfriends in the past, but I 
would love to settle down. 
Maybe not to get married, but 
just to be in a long-term rela- 
tionship with someone 1 was 
committed to.” 

Damian is not is not alone 
among young Britons. 

A picture emerges from the 
2020 Vision research of a gen- 
eration of young people who arc 
knowledgeable about sex from 
an early age, but who at the 
same time lake a rather tradi- 
tional view on intimacies by the 
time they reach their late teens 
and early twenties. 

Jo Gardiner, campaign di- 
rector for the Industrial Society. 


says: “Young Britons know 
much more about sex at an 
earlier age than previous 
generations and because they 
are well-informed thi:y can act 
on it. 

“So although they tend to 
xperiment earlier what they 
really want is responsibility in 
relationships and commitment 
to one person. They don't want 
to jump into bed with just 
anyone.” 

Lois Lancaster, 24. of Lon- 
don, has been in a relationship 
for five years. She believes that 
her peers are more interested 
in commitment than wild sex for 
the sake of it. 

“The idea that young people 


TELL US YOUR VIEW 


The Independent welcomes comment or responses to the articles 
on this page from readers aged between (2 and 25. Please write 
to Nicole Veash at The Independent, I Canada Square. Canary 
Wharf, London E 14 5DL by fax on 0f7I 293 2451 ; or e-mail to 
n.veash@mgn.co.uk. We will publish a selection of views later in 
the week. If you have missed any of our survey details, you can 
find them on our Internet site at http://www.independent.co.uk 


enjoy frequent casual sex with- 
out responsibility is really just 
an old-fashioned myth that 
takes examples from the Sixties 
and Seventies for evidence," she 
says. 

“We might know a lot about 
sex. but most of my friends don’t 
sleep around. Partly this is 
due to the Aids risk and partly 
it is because we are told about 
sex from such an early age. 
it just holds no surprises and 
there is so much more to 
gain from a long-term sexual 
relationships.” 

Young people are more 
open to sex than any generation 
before them and they tend to 
use that freedom in a respon- 
sible manner. 

As Damian explains: "There 
ure no limits on sex these 
days. We know everything when 
we are still in the playground. 
But it doesn't matter how 
liberal you are because by the 
lime we are in our twenties wc 
are fed up with meaningless 
sex” 
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Sarah Cox, 22, from 
Bolton, presented Channel 
Four’s The Girfle Show and 
Is now the face of Vladivar 
Vodka. 
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“It's important to think ahead 
about the future. I’ve mod- 
elled in Manchester. New York 
and Milan and I'm having a bril- 
liant time drinking vodka and 
being paid loads for doing it But 
I’m under no illusions that Tm 
still going to be a celebrity 
when Tm in my dotage like Cil- 
ia. So J’m looking to have my 
own show soon, where I'm chat- 
ting to people. 

“I'm pretty independent, liv- 
ing on my own in north-wist 
London. It’s important for me 
to be a strong woman. 

"Young women like me feel 
we have every right to have sex 
with as many partners as men 



Robin Banks, 25, is a 
lunchtime Dj on 
Virgin FM. 


and be just as demanding in the 
bedroom. But I don’t play in the 
rain without a macintosh - it’s 
got lo be safe and fun. I do pre- 
fer to be with one person. I like 
gening to know people really 
well. You get more out of the 
sex. I‘m not one to cop off be- 
hind the local kebab caterie with 
any Tom. Dick or Han\.“ 


“I started out in radio when I 
was 1 2. 1 sort of just fell into it, 
it was a stroke of luck really and 
once I got into the whole radio 
thing I just stuck with it. 

“My female friends are a Jot 
more organised about their ca- 
reers. By the lime they reach 
their late teens they knew ex- 
actly what they wanted and 
where they were going. 

"They have always been 
much more focused on every- 
thing they do in comparison to 
blokes. Deep down, guys know 
what they want but they don’t 
show it. Their careers tend to 
be u lot more ‘let’s sec how it 
goes’, while women show their 
feelings a lot more which helps 
them articulate what they warn. 



It’s what you want to know 


TOMORROW: Young Britons - they’re obsessed with education 
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"I heard this joke the other 
day which really summed it all 
up. When a woman wakes up in 
the morning she jumps out of 
bed and says I must get dressed, 

I must go to toilet, J must do this 

and do thaL While a bloke will 
lie in bed for ten minutes say- 
ing come on thought, come on 
brain ... ah, yes, food’." 
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The castle on 
steroids that 
glitters anew 
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The Royal Family will on 
Thursday celebrate the 
golden wedding of the 
Queen and Prince Philip 
in the state dining room 
at Windsor exactly five 
years after it was gutted 

by fire. Stephen Goodwin , 
Heritage Correspondent, 
toured the castle where, 
glory has replaced 
devastation. 


Gorgeous .George IV would 
have loved the curtains. The 
flounce and ostentation is back . 
in his. crimson and green draw- 
ing rooms ai Windsor, where the 
original exuberance has been re- 
stored tb the valances, tassels 
and gilt after decades of a 
shrunken, dowdier appearance. 

“Architecture on steroids," 
was the apt description by Jane 
Brighty, a specialist in curtain 
decoration. It applies 10 all of 
the “semi state rooms' 1 - these 
drawing rooms, the state dining 
room, the octagon diningroom 
and. the China corridor - which 
will he open to the public for the 
first time after Christmas. 

The huge tassel order went 
to Portugal, about the only 
craftwork done outside Britain. 
Silk damask cost £78,000, the 
curtain trimmings £36,000 and 
500,000 leaves of gold were 
used to g3d the ceilings. 

St George's hall, where the 


blaze raced from end to end of 
the 180ft roof void, will be re- 
opened in an airy form not fa- 
miliar to George IV. And in an 
all-but-new private chapel there 
is stained-glass based on a sketch 
by Prince Philip, who bad over- 
all charge of the restoration. 

On 20 November 1995 nine 
principal rooms and more than 
100 others were damaged in a 
fire which lit up the Berkshire 
sky. It started in the private 
chapel where paintings were be- 
ing inspected while rewiring was 
underway. Someone screamed 
“get the paintings out" and all 
but one of the works of art in 
the main rooms were saved. 

Servants of the royal house- 
hold were yesterday preening 
themselves on the fact that the 
“Windsor job" had been com- 
pleted six months early and for 
£3m under its £40m budget 
“The restoration has been un- 
dertaken at no extra cost to the " 
taxpayer," emphasised officials. 
That is not to say at “no cost". 

In the face of public indig- 
nation, the Queen released the 
Tory government from its 
promise to pay for the repairs 
and agreed to meet 70 per cent 
of the cosL The other 30 per 
cent comes from the annual gov- 
ernment grant to the Royal 
Household property section. 

The style of the restoration 
is pretty much what one might 
have expected from the House 
of Windsor. As Prince Philip 
pointed out, a complete re- 
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Downesian gothic St George's had, redesigned by architect Giles Downes. The low, dark wood ceiling has been replaced with one more lofty in the most ambitious piece of 
green oak joinery since the 16th century; craftsmen used 350 Hertfordshire oaks felled fin 1995. Tracery and panelling match the roof beams Photograph: Andrew nnan 


design was out since all the fur- 
niture, carpets and works of art 
had been saved. A theatrical 
touch has been added by an 
equestrian statue on the musi- 
cians' gallery of the halL Prince 
Philip wanted “something dra- 
matic". The horse has an undis- 
tinguished pedigree - about 50 


years old and made of plaster 
- but the armour was once 
worn by Sir Christopher Hatton. 
Queen Elizabeth l's champion. 
• Windsor Restored ; ITV; 
10.40pm Thursday 20 Novem- 
ber; Restoration, The Rebuilding 
of Windsor Castle, Adam Nicol- 
son; Michael Joseph; £20. 


Lottery handouts 
for arts shrink 

The curtain came down on huge lot- 
tery handouts for the arts in England 
yesterday when the Arts Council de- 
clared a £15m ceiling on individual 
grants for the next eight years. The 
Government’s introduction of a “sixth 
good cause” -youth and training- cut 
its cash from £25 0m a year lo£200m. 

The Arts Council of England said 
it would be more “strategic" in tar-, 
geting tottery funding in future, bal- 
ancing regional and national needs. 

Of the £lbn in capital grants over 
the next eight years, £2Q0m has been 
earmarked for projects over £15nj. - 
and will barely cover schemes al- 
ready in the pipeline. The South 
Bank Centre in London, the Royal 
Shakespeare Company in Stratford- 
upon-Avon, Bristol's Harbourside 
Centre and Gateshead's Regional 
Music Centre are likely to account for 
that cash, if their bids are successful. 

Jeremy Newton, the Arts Council’s 
National Lottery director, said: “There 
simply is not enough money to meet 
demand." 

Wildlife charter 

TWenty-two of Britain's nature organ- 

feationsyestcrdaycaiJedforDewwildlife 

legislation to save precious species 
and habitats which are being lost 

The Wildlife Trusts, the Royal So- 
ciety for the Protection of Birds, 
Friends of the Earth and the World 
Wide Fund for Nature (WWF) were 
among those who called on the Gov- 
ernment to live up tb its election man- 
ifesto commitment for tougher action. 

They published a wildlife charter 
to show what should be done, including 
legal muscle to protect sites of special 
scientific interest (SSSIs), hundreds of 
which are damaged every year. It wants 
lists of protected spedes to be updated 
to include creatures such as the wa- 
ter vole, the fastest-declining native 
mammal, and calls for the introduc- 
tion of special areas for important ma- 
rine wildlife, which currently receives 
hardly any protection at all. 

• J —Louise Jury 


BA’s new airline takes 
on no-frills operators 


British Airways announced jf 1 D 

yesterday it will launch a low cost 
airline to compete with no-frills ty-owned 
carriers. Randeep Ramesh , Transport identify, m 
Correspondent, examines BA's not use tn 
newest addition to Its fleet. hy credit' 

expects - : 

BA’s plans, revealed exclusively by the In- and pethf 
dependent on Sunday last month, will see BA an 

the new operator, code named Operation Cassani, f 
Blue Sky, fly from London Stansted. US operal 
BA has been squeezed by smaller op- rier, wiU c 
eralors - which have been able to offer petitive" ; 
cheaper feres ty flying from less expensive, to cities in 
less congested airports and cutting out ex- and Gem 
Iras such as meals. More tha 

Their success has been remarkable, be create 
Ryanair, which also operates from Stanst- “early nej 
ed, earlier this month announced a rise in Mrs G 
half year profits from £9.4m to £173m. In low cost i 
just 24 months, Easyjet - which runs flights flights fro: 
from Luton - has taken 32 per cent of the has lobes 
market on the London tb Nice route. money," si 

The upstarts are nervous that BAs airline w3 
plans are nothing but a front to run them each cam 
out of town. Tony Anderson, Easyjef s mar- fly three 
keting director, said: “They must be able nations. u 
to prove they’re doing il to make money, gets,” sau 
not just to drive us out of business." Easy- even and 

THE FIRST LADY OF FLIGHT 


jet and Debonair Airways are both con- 
sidering legal action. 

The new company, which will be whol- 
ly-owned by BA, will have its own name, 
identity, management and employees. ItwiB 
not use travel agents. Passengers will book 
by credit card on the telephone, and can 
expect a “frugal flier” service, with no meal 
and perhaps one complimentary drink. 

BA are coy about the details. Barbara 
Cassani, formerly in charge of the airline's 
US operations and in charge of the new car- 
rier, will only say that fares will be “com- 
petitive" and that the new airline will fly 
to cities in Italy, Spain, Scandinavia, Ranee 
and Germany by t he end of the first year. 
More than 150 new jobs are expected to 
be created when the aircraft launches 
“early next year". 

Mrs Cassani will compete not only with 
low cost rivals - but with traditional BA 
flights from Heathrow and Gatwick. “This 
has to be a stand alone company that makes 
money,” said Mrs Cassani. Initially, the new 
airline will lease eight 737 aircraft - which 
each cany about 130 passengers - and will 
fly three times a day to European desti- 
nations. “We have very dear financial tar- 
gets,” said Mrs Cassani. “I have to break 
even and move into profit try 2001.” 


Britain's new first lady of flight is inappropriately Amer- 
ican. Barbara Cassani, 37, (left) was hand-picked by Bob 
Ayling, BAs globalist chief executive, to run the flag car- 
rier's new low-cost carrier. 

Plucked from New York, the airline executive is as fem- 
inine as she is feisty. She charms reporters in conversa- 
tion as quickly as she puts them down. A mother of two 
-who is married to an English investment banker - she 
eschews the antics of her better known rivals at Virgin. 
M 1 won't be jumping out of a cake at tbe launch party," 
she dryly remarks. 

Little more could be expected of someone who after 
Princeton, worked as a management consultant at 
Coopers and Lybrand and started with BA soon after it 
was privatised in 1987. 

Big tiring ; are expected of Mrs GassanL With BA lack- 
ing any director with any real stage presence, this high- 
profile job could prove her ticket to the top. 
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World’s policemen let Bosnia 1 * worst killers walk f ree 

The map on this p»g e . published notions ot intlrpendcntjustice stand milch Tl\ 


The map on this page, published 
today by the Independent 

monitoring group Human Bighe 

Wktch. graphically illustnrta the 

West's failure in Bosnia. Nato 
knows the location of over 40 men 
wanted on war crimes charges, 
but the S-For peacekeepers have 
attempted just two arrests since 
the end of the war. Andrew Gun.be/ 
reports on the West’s unfinished 
business in the Balkans. 


In the swirling cauldron of 
spiracy theories, whispers and hes that bub- 
ble away in Bosnia, no hot tip has surfaced 
so frequently, or so insistently, as the sto- 
ry of Radovan Karadzic's imminent arrest 
Back in July, it was said ^e former Bosn- 
ian Serb president was so scared of being 
betrayed that he had replaced his entire 50- 
slrong personal bodyguard. 

In August, word spread that a com- 
mando unit had actually set up a raid on 
his headquarters in Pale, in the mountains 
above Sarajevo, but that something went 
wrong at the last moment. The rumours 
have intensified since. “He’ll be arrested 
before the onset of winter,” they said at one 
point. “Waif until the Bosnian Serb elec- 
tions are out of the way, and then you’ll see 
the international community snap into ac- 
tion." is the favoured theory at the moment. 

The fact is that Mr Karadzic remains at 
large, barred from public office hut stiU able 
to manipulate his political and business 
interests from behind the scenes. Free, too, 
are many of his former associates accused 
of setting up concentration camps and mas- 
sacring Muslim civilians in their hundreds 
and thousands - some oE them living 
openly in eastern Bosnia . And free, as well, 
are a dutch of Muslims and Bosnian 
Croats who appear on the indictment list 
issued by the international war crimes tri- 
bunal in The Hague but whose names have 



notions of independent justice stand modi 
chance of being understood, and any ar- 
fe bound to be interpreted as a pofit- 
fcal act, even if it is not meant that way. The 


a means to 


ponded m 
of them as 
on other 


'the problem ypfh such an approach is 
that jit confirms Jfe suepjcaoai of Bosnian 
Serb nationalists that the Hague tribunal 


is an international conspiracy. And it i» ly> 


In July, S-Fbf arrested one suspect and 
k&ed apotiwjin thonorthem townofPii- 
jedor, but nothing mnitar has materi- 


Watching brief: Will UN forces, like 
these French soldiers, take action? 


elicited little interest from the international 
community or the Western media. 

What the Human Rights Watch map 
illustrates is that many of the suspects live 
within a stone's throw of S-For bases. Thie, 
S-For's mandate insists that indictees 
should be arrested only if encountered in 
the course of normal duties, but testimo- 
ny from several different sources suggests 
such encounters are frequent and even, on 
occasion, downright chummy. “The map 
shows that Nato's failure to arrest has noth- 
ing to do with its inability to locate indict- 
ed persons." said Human Rights Watch 
spokeswoman Holly Cartner. “It’s a griev- 
ous failure of polidotl will” 

Western officials on the ground argue 
privately that the issue is more complicat- 
ed than neglect or lack of nerve. Bosnia, 
they say, is not a country where Western 


TRIBUNAL READY TO ACT 


VUKOVAR ON ALERT AFTER BLASTS 


THE HAGUE: The United 
Nations war crimes tribunal 
for former Yugoslavia, created 
four years ago, is at last folly 
operational and able to con- 
centrate on prosecutions, the 
outgoing president Antonio 
Cassese said yesterday. 
Addressing international digni- 


taries, at the swearing in of five 
new judges, Mr Gassese said the 
new tribunal heralded the end 
of a time when people respon- 
sible for Horrendous crimes 
went unpunished. “During the 
next four years, our tribunal wifl 
focus on the task of prosecut- 
ing the accused." he said. 


ZAGREB: PoKce in the eastern 
Croatian town of Vukovar, 
which fell to Serb forces six 
years ago, have increased secu- 
rity following two bombings and 
other incidents at the weekend 
a UN spokesman said. The 
bombings, at a school and a mu- 
nicipal building, caused damage 


but no casualties. After Croat- 
ia* secession from Yugoslavia, lo- 
ad Serbs backed by the Yqgpsby 
Peopled Army took the town on 
18 November 1991. The sur- 
rounding area has been admin- 
istered by the UN since January 
19% but is due to be reinte- 
grated into Croatia next year. 
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Move into another dimension- 
create your own CDs. 



Lots of business tools will enhance your 
performance. The HP SureStore CD-Writer 
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The HP SureStore CD-Writer Plus is a new 
generation of re-writable drive. It means you 
can delete or replace files on CD just 
like a Soppy - In fact It's the equivalent of 
up to 460 floppies!' HP offers the complete 
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take a leap ahead. Into another dimension. 
For your nearest stockist call 0980 474747. 


E&asgs* 


6^pwdw»42**«iwi*c 


Karadzic's arrest was deferred during the 
summer because of the impending local 
elections. Then the moment of truth was 
put off again while international negotia- 
tors installed a multi-ethnic councfl in the 
disputed town of Brdto. This weekend's 
Bosnian Serb parliamentary elections and 
next month’s presidential poll may prove 
to be further excuses. 

All this might be fine if arresting war 
criminals was merely a matter of honour, 
but there arc stronger reasons to act quick- 
ly- Many of the worst Bosnian Setb offenders 
are part of a huge smuggling and extortion 
racket run by Mr Karadzic and his associ- 
ates. Prospects for injecting a modicum of 
democratic p luralism into Serb-held Bosnia 
depend in part on dismantling thiy struc- 
ture and rounding up the ring-leaders. 

Ail sides in Bosnia need to face up to 
the horror of what happened if they are to 
soften the nationalist policies which created 
the conflict in the first place. And there has 
been progress recently, in spite of S-For’s 
inaction. Some Serb and Croat mflftia mem- 
bers have recently confessed to horrifying 
crimes and willingly given themselves up 
to local courts. And an independent mag- 
azine in Sarajevo, Dani, has published 
detailed reports of murders carried out by 
Muslim militias against Serb civili ans . 
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Preservation - and self-preservation - is the order of the day for Yvonne TrchaiSc and other enthusiastic members of the Green Gym 


Photograph: John Lawrence 
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Why go down to the gym today, when 
you could go down to the woods? 


V 


I 




e \ 




If fitness is the 
prescription, there are 
better, more beautiful, 
greener ways of 
achieving it than in a. 
mechanical gym* An 
Oxfordshire doctor has 
come up with a whole 
new milieu, ideal for 
those who can see the 
wood for the trees. 
Caroline Green reports 
from outdoors. 


Dr William Bird, a GP in the 
S arming Common medical 
practice in Oxfordshire, had 
been wondering for some time 
how he could persuade more 
people in the village to take 
regular exercise. One evening, 
altera particularly stressful day 
at work, be went for a walk 

round the village and, as he ap- 
preciated the scenic country- 
side around him, he had an 
idea. Why not get people to use 
the environment as a resource 
for getting fit, instead of hy- 
ing to force them to join gyms 
or take up new sports? 

He duly set up a pro- 
gramme of organised local 
walks and three years on, the 
so-called Health Walks are so 
successful that eight other 
practices around the county 
are to start similar schemes. 

Bird began to see promis- 


ing results, and found he was 
prescribing less medication 
generally. Now he's about to 
take things a stage further. In 
conjunction with the British 
Truk for_ Conservation Vol- 
unteers (BTCV) he has setup 
an innovative scheme in which 
people will get fit by doing 
environmental conservation 
work. 

The Green Gym project 
will involve monitoring the 
physical fitness of a group of 
volunteers as they carry ont a 
range of BTCV-organised 
events such as tree planting, 
hedge maintenance mid clean- 
ing up rivers. Although there 
has been a general perception 
for many years that the coun- 
tryside may have a therapeu- 
tic effect both mentally and 
physically, hard evidence to 
date is sketchy to say the least, 
particularly where there’s an al- 
truistic, volunteering element. 
Bird awns to get the facts on 
whether this form of exercise 
really does have beneficial ef- 
fects on fitness and mental 
weD -being. 

*The philosophy behind 
the Health Walks and the 
Green Gym is that we can use 
the countryside as a resource 
for health," he says. “It’s the 
first time anything like this has • 
been done. Lack of exercise is 
our biggest epidemic in this 
country, but the NHS can’t af- 
ford to tackle the problem on 
its own. We have to find a way 
of making physical activity at- 


tractive, and it has to be cost- 
effective for the National 
Health Service.” 

Many surgeries around the 
country already have a system 
in place for “prescribing” phys- 
ical activity under the Exercise 
Referral Scheme, where pa- 
tients with a range of health 
problems, from heart disease 
to high blood pressure, high 
cholesterol to arthritis axe giv- 
en eight free sessions at a lo- 
cal gym. The surgery pays for 
the sessions, but they’re heav- 
ily subsidised by the gyms 
themselves, which are relying 
on the fact that people may 
sign up at the end of the pro- 
gramme. But according to re- 
search commissioned by 
William Bird, there is a drop- 
out rate of up to 80 per cent 
with the Patient Referral 
Scheme. People just don't stick 
with it. “There are lots of rea- 
sons why it often doesn’t 
work,” he says. “It’s intimi- 
dating for people who may be 
old and unfit to go to gyms and 
be faced with all these gor- 
geous, lycra-clad bodies. They 
may have to travel some dis- 
tance to them, and going to a 
gym is Dot a very sociable ac- 
tivity, which also puts people 
-off," 

By contrast, the Health 
Walks have had a drop-out rate 
of only 12 percent and Bird is 
hoping that the Green Gym 
project will offer similar results 
in the long tens. Dorothy 
Rose, an ex-muse, found, like 


a lot of retired people, thatgfcA 
ing up work deprived her of 
her main source of exercise. 
She retired in 1986 and by 19W 
she was overweight, had high 
blood pressure and her cho- 
lesterol levels fell into the 
“very high risk" category for 
developing heart disease. Td 
let myself go," says Dorothy, 
who is now 65. “It's very easy 
to slip into the habit erf just sit- 
ting about when you stop 
working. I did go to a gym with 
my son once and it frightened 
me. It was foil of strange 
equipment and no-one spoke 
to anyone else. I thought This 
isn't for me.'” 

Dorothy was involved in the 
walks from the beginning. She 
says: “Within six months, my 
cholesterol was down, my 
blood pressure had dropped, 
and Td lost three stone in 
weight” Sixty volunteers, all 
unfit, will be picked by Dr Bird 
in January: 30 people will be 
involved in conservation pro- 
jects, while the other half will 
carry on their normal inactiv- 
ity and act as a control group. 
At the end of six months, they 
will be examined and have 
their weight, blood pressure 
and cholesterol measured. 
They will also fill out a stan- 
dard questionnaire used by 
psychologists to assess a sub- 
ject’s state of meataJ well- 
being. 

At the same time, the De- 
partment of Health Care Stud- 
ies at Oxford Brookes 


University has been commis- 
sioned by Bird, with funding 
from the Countryside Com- 
mission and Shell UK, to test 
healthy subjects* responses to 
various conservation tasks. 
Twenty people will be hooked 
up to heart monitors while they 
carry out a range of activities 
from simply identifying wild 
Dowers to digging ponds. The 
idea is to get a precise picture 
of the mukuloskeletal, calorif- 
ic and metabolic demands of 
each task. 

Using this information, the 
Green Gym activities can 
eventually be graded accord- 
ing to how strenuous they are, 
and what demands they make 
on the body. 

Yvonne Tfchalik, age 23, is 
the Green Gym Project Offi- 
cer. She says: ‘I've never been 
into sports or going to a gym 
and for me, conservation work 
is the way I keep fit - IVe been 
doing it since I was 13 . 1 can 
feel a difference in myself 
when I've been on a week’s 
conservation work: I feel fitter 
and stronger. 

“Conservation work can be 
a form of aerobic exercise, be- 
cause you get a bit out of 
breath doing it. One of the 
more gentle tasks is what’s 
known as plug planting, where 
you plant wild flowers using a 
special tool You don’t even 
have to bend over to do that 
Coppicing involves chopping 
down trees to promote re- 
growth and increase the di- 


versify of species in a wood, 
and that’s among the most 
strenuous activities. 

“I like to work with a group 
of people on something like 
making a kissing gate (a gate 
novv used instead of a srilej and 
then being able to see it in use 
afterwards. I’m not a very 
strong, burly sort of person but 
doing this sort ofwoxkbas def- 
initely made me stronger and 
fitter." It’s the first time the , 
BTCV has been involved in a 
health project Trchalik says: 
“Research in the past has sug- 
gested a link between the en- 
vironment and a feeling of 
well-being, but the Green Gym 
is the first time conservation 
work has been linked to 
health." 

Because she's now fit and 
well, Dorothy Rose won’t be 
involved in Che research pro- 
ject. But once the Green Gym 
is up and running, other local 
people can get involved too 
and Dorothy fully intends to try 
her band at a spot of digging, 
planting and dredging. “We do 
quite a bit of that kind of work 
anyway,” she says. “As we walk 
around we hammer down nails 
on stiles and cut our own 
paths. 

T find it very interesting. 
It’s beautiful to watch the 
changing seasons and it’s like 
a social event as well as a way 
of exercising. I’ve discovered 
now that getting older doesn’t 
necessarily mean you can’t 
get fin" 



DR PHIL 
HAMMOND 


“Hello doctor. IVe been in- 
vited for a smear.” 

“Have you tried the 
nurse?” 

“Bloody typical." 

-What?" 

“You fanny around on 
the TV telling women to get 
informed consent before 
we have a smear and when 
I try, you tell me to go and 
see the nurse.” 

Tm sony. I’m having 
trouble reconciling my me- 
dia life with my doctor- 
ing." 

“My heart bleeds.” 

“Look, perhaps we 
should restart the consul- 
tation ...” 

“Hello doctor. TVe been 
invited for a smear ” 

“I see. I expect you’ll be 
wanting some informed 
consent" 

“Too bloody right" 

“Tfell me, what do you 
understand about cervical 
screening?” 

**I thought it was to stop 
me getting cervical cancer. 
But then I read this story in 
the Evening /bar about a 29- 
year-old woman who had a 
negative smear, was found 
to have cancer three 
months later and died with- 
in four months.” 

“It’s very sad, but it 
doesn't mean there's a fault 
with the screening pro- 
gramme." 

“How can you say that?" 

“Because screening nev- 
er has and never will pre- 
vent all cases of cervical 
cancer. The tragedy is that 
when young women get the 
disease; it tends to come on 
rapidly and be very aggres- 
sive, so it is possible to 
have a negative smear and 
develop cancer soon after- 
wards.” 

. “But you hear in the 
press all the time about 
laboratories cocking it up,” 

“Because the press focus 
on the negative. Of the 3.7 
million smears done every 
year, [he vast majority are 
interpreted correctly by 
undervalued lab staff work- 
ing their butts off.” 

“For what?” 

• “Screening prevents 
around half of the cancers, 
stops some women having 
radical surgery and radio- 
therapy for advanced dis- 
ease, preserves their ability 
to have children and saves 
around 1,000 lives a year." 

“So why don’t yon see 
headlines in the paper say- 
ing ‘Cervical screening 
saved my life?’” 

“Because you can never 
be sure whose life has been 
saved.” 

“Why?” 

"Screening picks up 
risky cells in the cervix 
which may one day turn into 
cancer if untreated. Low- 
risk cells in mildly abnormal 
smears virtually never 
progress to cancer and the 
.only treatment needed is a 
repeat smear in six months’ 
time. If you have modern te- 


The press likes to 
focus on the 
negative. Of the 
3.7 million smears 

done every year, 

the vast majority 
are correctly 
interpreted by 
undervalued lab 

staff working their 
butts off. 


risk cells, about one in 12 
may turn into cancer over 
a number of years, and for 
high-risk cells it’s around 

one m three. This is thought 

to be risky enough to offeT 
treatment to all the women 
with moderate and severe 
changes - along with those 
with persistent mild oues- 
even though most would 
never develop cancer.” 

“So a lot of women are 
girting treatment that may 
not benefit them?" 

• “True, but then medical 
science isn’t yet sufficient- 
ly advanced to identify 
exactly who will get cancer, 
so you have to treat around 
50 women to prevent one 
cancer." 

“Still, that’s not bad 
odds." 

“Yes, but to find the 50 
women, we have to do 
smears on 4,000, of which 
250 wili be mildly abnor- 
mal.” 

“But you've already said 
a mildly abnormal smear is 
nothing to worry about" 

“No, I didn’t. I said 
these changes virtually nev- 
er progress to cancer." 

“Same thing.” 

“In theory, perhaps. But 
some women with mild 
changes are convinced 
they’ve got cancer, and wor- 
ry tike stink about it” 

“Why?” 

“Partly because no one’s 
ever sat down with them to 
explain that an abnormal 
smear does not mean can- 
cer. And if they do, it tends 
to be after they’ve already 
had the result and it's too 
late to stop the worrying." 

“Which is why you're so 
keen on informed consent 
before the first smear.” 

“Especially because 
mildly abnormal smears are 
so common - 10 percent of 
those in women under 35.” 

“But that’s the price you 
pay for trying to prevent 
cervical cancer." 

“True, but it’s a rare 
disease anyway. For every 
woman of screening age 
who dies from it I see 10 
deaths from heart disease 
and four from lung cancer. 
If it was a choice between 
going up cigarettes or hav- 
ing smears to live longer, I 
know which Td go for.” 

“So you’re saying don’t 
bother?” 

“No, I'm saying make 
yonr own decision. If you 
don’t mind the procedure 
and you can cope with the 
anxiety of an abnormal 
smear, then go for it It’ll re- 
duce but not stop your al- 
ready small risk of a very 
unpleasant disease. But if 
you think your risk is low 
and you’d rather not have 
one, don’t feel coerced into 
it just because I get paid 
£ 2,000 for hitting the smear 
target” 

“In that case, I think I’ll 
have one.” 

“Fine. Have you tried 
the nurse?" 



Twins tell us things about truths about pain that nobody else could 


■Ilf Some people feel pain 
more readily than 
others. Is that nature or 
nurture? New research 
involving identical and 
non-identical twins tells 
us hfs nurture says 
Jeremy Laurence. 
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Tolerance of pain varies among 
individuals, in the same person 
from day to day, between the 
sexes and among nations. One 
of its most puzzling features is 
its variability. An injury OB. the 
sports field that hardly inter- 
rupts play may prove disabling 
if it occurs on a country walk. 
Among individuals, studies 

sb ow that pain thresholds vary 

more than ten-fold, yet pain 
serves the same function in all 
of us - to warn of injuiy and 
trigger escape. 

So why the variabffity? Doc- 
tors at St Thomas 7 ® hospital 
compared reactions in over 
600 pairs of female twins -fe- 
male, because they were the 

ones who vtrtuateered for the 
study. They found that envi- 
ronmental influences proved 
more important in shaping 


their response to pain than ge- 
netic factors. 

The doctors, from the Twin 
Research Unit at St Thomas’s, 
tested each volunteer with a 
spring-loaded instrument like a 
giant plunger which was used 
to apply increasing pressure to 
a spot in the centre of their 
foreheads about the size of a 
five pence piece. The volunteers 
were asked to call out when 
they felt pain and die pressure 
was measured. 

Half the pairs of twins in the 
.study were identical with the 


were ncm-identical, as geneti- 
cally different as ordinary sis- 
ters. All had been reared 
together as twins in the same 
households, so shared the same 
upbringing and home environ- 
ment 


The results, published this 
mouth in the medical journal 
Azin, showed a range in pain 
thresholds from half a kilo per 
square centimetre to 7J kilos, 
with most tolerating between 
two and four kilos. Each pair of 
twins had similar scores sug- 
gesting that their experience of 
pain was determined by some- 
thing in their family back- 
ground - but there was no 
difference between the identi- 
cal and non-identical sets; in- 
dicating that genetic similarity 
had no influence. That left en- 
vironmental factors - the in- 
fluence of home and family. 

DrTxm Spector, director of 
the unit, said: “Looking at 
twins in this manner enables us 
to highlight the importance of 
shared environmental factors, 
such as family background, as 


opposed to genetic factors, in 
determining a person's pain 
threshold. Clearly a person’s 
family can have a great influ- 
ence on their attitude to pain.” 

“Were the parents protective 
or dismissive when the child in- 
jured itself? Did the child get 
a reward or a dip round the 
ear? The parent’s example 
would have been important, 
too. Whs the Dad, for instance, 
always taking time off work and 
complaining or was he the sto- 
ical type who never com- 
plained?" 

Identical twins Gillian Sonin 
and Judith Magnus were active, 
outdoor children who took 
knocks and bruises in their 
stride. Now both piano teach- 
ers alMili HiH school in north 
London they believe the level- 
headed approach adopted by 


their parents has shaped their 
own responses to pain. Both 
scored dose to the average 25 
kilos on the pain threshold 
measure. 

Gillian said: “We were a pair 
of tomboys, always out on our 
bikes, falhng in stinging nettles 
or going over the handlebars, 
like most children. Onr parents 
made no undue fuss when we 
were hurt." 

Judith added; “J took the 
top off my finger Gera, trapping 
it in a bicycle chain when 1 was 
four or five. I remember it very 
well. I wasn’t frightened, I was 
just fascinated looking at it" 

Sheila Bannister and.Mau- 
reeo Noad, non-identical twins, 
remember their mother being 
firm but sympathetic. “She 
would be cruel to be kind,” says 
Maureen. Neither had any dif- 


ficulty coping with qhfldbirth, al- 
though Maureen remembers 
crying out for her mother in the 
final stages. “But I never 
screamed the place down like - 
some of these young mothers 
do.” 

Studies suggest men have 
higher pain thresholds tha^ 
women although women d«wi 
childbirth would crack any 
man's stiff upper lip. Pain 


cultivate in yourself and your 
family? Not necessarily, ac- 
cording to Dr Spector. 

" In some ways stoicism can 
help you keep a job and get 
through life. But in others it 
may be a disadvantage. Arthri- 
tis is an area where the tradi- 
tional stoic patient is treated 
later than they should have 
beem Complaining can be good 
for you." 


Whether that is because old- 


“***«' wi gci 

less reward for putting up with 
it we do not know. Dr Spector 
raid. 

Northern Europeans tend to 
be more stoical than people 
from Mediterranean countries, 
whose culture encourages emo- 
tional expression. But is sto- 
icism the right quality to 
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When it comes to sex, there’s nothing quite like an honest Puck 


‘Every time a driW says 
“I don’t believe in 
fairies," there’s a little 

fairy somewhere that 

falls down dead’ (JM 
Barrie, 'Peter Pan’). In 

which case, over at the 

Royal Academy, they 

must be dropping as fast 

as flies in a Damien 
Hirst vitrine. For, as Tom 
Lubbock observes, it takes 
an adult imagination to 
appreciate the erotic 
potential of fairyland. 


the fairies themselves ~ one is 
likely to dismiss as trifles; and, 
although the genie didn't pro- 
duce more Chan a few good 
works, it was extensve, and 
port of a wider fairy cult that 
thrived through afl the arts in the 
middle of the 19th century, and 
so needs reckoning with. 'Hie 


plained, urban, -industrialised 
world. There's an implied ay of 
“Nay, thou shah not rob life of 
its enchantment, O base utili- 
tarian!" But it was more than a 

consoling game of lefs pretend. 
Itwas, to use that shifty modon 


which go dmt, dink, dink 
through the pervading dark- 
ness, ihe delicacy with which die 
flora (a dew-dropped leaf, a 
curling catkin) just touch the 
poot&rootia patch of ground - 
these tentaffle devices march and 


i * 


idiom, a myth - a fiction with stress the hght tread of the fairy 
deep and varied satisfactions, feet,and the brevity of tbevjscn. 


Do you believe in fairies? WB 
Yeats had a robust answer for 
the scoffers. ‘Tmagraationr he 
would say with a 
withering contempt. 

•There wasn’t much 
imagination when 
Farmer Hogan was 
dragged out of bed 
and thrashed like a 
sack of potatoes. 

That they did... tb<9 
bad 'urn out, and 
thumped 'urn, and 
that's not the sort of 
thing a man wants to 
imagine." I don’t 
know whether this 
shows that Yeats was 
hims elf a believer, 
but it was an effec- 
tive retort, because it 
made the sceptics 
look like the airy 
impractical ones; it 
was they, with their 
ideas of dainty, dia- A feel 
phanous entities, _ ■ 
who were in thrall to “ “* e 
a fancy. vanisf 

It was a fancy 
partly created by the sort of im- 
ages to be seen in “Victorian 
Fairy Painting" at the Royal 
Academy. This is a curious 
show, valuable in a way, because 
it focuses on pictures that - like 


to adults and didn't become 
child-centred until later in the 
century. And, dwelling on these 
teeming scenes of fey life by such 
as Joseph Noel Patou and John 
Anster Fitzgerald, you can’t 
help aski n g how seriously, with 
what bond of seriousness, they’re 
to be taken. 

Literal belief seems not to be 
the issue, though no doubt the 
thought that some people efidbe- 
lieve in them helped the subject 


erotic, patriotic and 

The Fairy was ro-inwemted 
for the purpose. Blake and 
Ftaseti (important progetutcas, 
not m the show)had added but- 
terfly and insect wings to the 
traditional little people, a graft 
from mythological represen- 
tations of Psyche. The newiyde- 
vised point-work of the ballet 
inspired their light, tstinttb*o« 
gait, very far from Yeats’s 
thumpers. Theatre generally, 
with its extravagant spectacles. 


Danby’s low-down dose-up 
allows scale-jumps to go both 
ways. The people are little, but 
he’s equally interested in veg- 
etation that looks real but un- 
naturally magnified. So the 
supernatural is made one with 
a naturalist’s dose observation, 
and matte persuasive. The effect 
is quite lost in Eaton’s populous, 
wide-view tableau^ where the 




A feeling of intimate voyeurism is a big appeal of the genre 
- the secret, transitory, trespassing glimpse that’s likely to 
vanish if you look twice or if the fairies spot you first... 


cany some conviction. But 


indeed thafs the main point of 
them. They're mascots of The 
Imagination, a way of showing 
that you stiD had one in an ex- 
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was a big influence, and specif- 
ically Shakespeare, the Sbake- 
speare of A Midsummer Nigftl 's 
Dream or The Tempest. Most of 
the earliest pictures feature 
Oberon, Titania, Puck, Ariel 
and company. But painting 
could also convey something 
that the stage couldn’t so eas- 
ily manage: a feeling erf intimate 
voyeurism - and that seems to 
be one ofthc big appeals of the 
genre, the secret, transitory, 
trespassing glimpse that’s like- 
ly to vanish if you look twice or 
if the fairies spot you. 

Two of die best pictures in file 
Royal Academy’s show do this 
apparition effect ueryweH, in dif- 
ferent ways. George Cruik- 
shank’s A Fantasy, The Fairy 
Ring shows a wild round-dance 
on the grass, not tippy-toed^re- 
a% whirring round. The view is 
quite distant and overhead, the 
little figures only jnst distin- 
guishable. and it captures just 
that moment when someone 
! walking across a field at night is 
wondering. “Now what’s that 
strange pulsing ring of light on 

the ground over there -Oh. my 
GodT It’s a rare picture here, in 
imagining what it would be like 
suddenly to encounter the 
fairies. Meanwhile Hands Dan- 
by’s Scene firm a Midsummer 
J^’sDrambaklsalimpidmo- 
merit of moonlitstiBoess, viewed 
from very near to die ground. Its 
expertly atmospheric The little 
picking-out points of highlight 


But there, like other painters, 
he has fun. The fairies are 
small, but then come 
in all sizes, and this lets 
him cr am his scenes 
with proliferating, 
ever-mmnter detail, 
like a fractal picture, 
which leaves the most 
patiently head-count- 
ing viewer - and yon 
have to be that kind of 
viewer to enjoy his 
paintings at all - feel- 
ing that some really 
tiny ones have still es- 
caped view. So, even 
though the rendering 
is very deatiy realised, 
Patou can retain a 
sense of fairy elusive- 
ness by malring them 
v anish mgty small 

But we’d be in- 
dined to say that Pa- 
enre ton’s sustaining 
interest, and the 
^ to genre’s as a whole, is 
erotic. Fairies are a 
way of creating inno- 
cent, low-gravity orgies, waves 
of dosely thronging flesh. Of 
course fairies are traditionally 
sex-related -as in tbeZ>eam- 
but tfsdscoocertmg to see it pio 
tured. There’s something rather 
k&y about a sex-object odya few 
inches high (wbai do you do with 
it exactly? Just kind of finger it?) 
or in the idea of moving your 
hand through a duster of mi- 
nuscule, wriggling bodies, or 
being swarmed ail over. When 
the subject is Titania’s dallying 
with Bottom (in Landseer’s pic- 
ture, say) the fairy Queen is 
shown human size, so as to re- 
move these feelings; or, again, 
you can do a fairy just as a nor- 
mal female nude with win^ and 
something to indicate scale (as 
in John Simmons’s Taania). 
But often the artists seem to em- 
phasise how one might feel 
about fairy bodies by giving 
them a not quite human anato- 
my - slightly elongated, taper- 
ing, but with very solid thighs. 
They want ft both ways, dainty 
and voluptuous too, and you’re 
not quite sure if this is meant to 
be super-feminine or grotesque. 

The big change of gear 
conies with Fitzgerald, and al- 
though he's very weird, it's a less 
troubling weirdness, because 
much more explicit. His fairies 
aren’t conceived as real, tangi- 
ble bodies. They’re overtly psy- 
chological - not literary or 
folkloric, but mind figments, the 
products of had dreams and lau- 
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The one acknowledged masterpiece of fairy art: Richard Dadd’s *Fairy Fellert Masterstroke*; and *a limpid moment 
of moonlit still ness* from Francis Danby’s ‘Scene from A Midsummer Night’s Dream* Tate Gallery; Oldham Art Gallery 


danum hallucinations. A series 
of pictures has a sleeper (the 
artist or a young woman) trou- 
bled by impish visions, with the 
imagery drawing much on 
Bosch. The conception is 
avowedly sinister and grotesque, 
which actually diminishes both 
those qualities. And in his pure 
fairy scenes, spiky and luridly 
coloured, while he gets quite 
close to surrealists like Leono- 
ra Carrington, he also points to 
the child's fairy. These creatures 
are elaborately dressed from a 
botanical costume box, and 
theft behaviour suggests children 
at play, not a perversely minia- 
turised adulthood. 


Fairy painting produced one 
acknowledged masterpiece, 
Richard Dadd's The Fairy 
Feller's Masterstroke , painted 
by the artist when he was con- 
fined in Bethiem asylum after 
murdering his father. It stays an 
extraordinary work, not very 
likeable, in fact extraordinary 
because so inhuman. It takes 
the stock accomplishments of 
faiiy pictures - the play with 
scales, the obsessive detail -and 
pushes them to impossible ex- 
tremes. The microscopic de- 
tailing seems to exceed the 
power of the human eye. The 
blades of grass that spread like 


a net over the scene are as 


though seen by an actual wee 
person. The cast of figures, 
some human-looking, others 
more or less grotesque - like the 
fairies with their elephantine 
calves, the elf whose features 
are stretched and squashed as 
if in a distorting glass, and the 
grasshopper playing a trumpet 
- are observed with scary calm 
and normality. 

And the paintwork is so 
richly and minutely textured as 
to be almost low relief, giving 
striking reality effects. The 
veined leaf appears pressed 
against the picture surface, and 
in the gravelly area at the faiiy- 
feller’s feet, it looks like Dadd 


has mixed something gritty into 
the paint to get the puckering, 
but I bet he brought up each 
tiny bobble individually with in- 
finite care and a very fine 
brush. The picture does its 
best to declare that it is no work 
of the imagination, neither 
seen by human eye nor paint- 
ed by human hand - a fairy arte- 
fact itself. Believe it or not, it's 
the only painting in the show 
that could stand up to some 
sharp practical criticism from 
the likes of Farmer Hogan. 


'l ictorian Fairy Painting ’ at the 
Royai Academy to 8 Februan 
(01 71 -Ml wn)) 


“A DOWNRIGHT MASTERPIECE - DON’T MISS IT.. A 
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I was a bad girl, a 
blank who didn't 
|it in. I lied to my 
mum, bunked off 
school - and got 

discovered 


The time; May 1994 

The place: Hammersmith Tube 

station, London 

The woman: Shola Ama, singer 

At fifteen. I was a bad girl banging around 
with a lot of criminals. My boyfriends were 
stealing cars — 1 never got involved myself 
but when you're young, you’re attracted to 
the excitement. I had a lot of trouble at 
school because I couldn't keep my mouth 
shut. I would often get sent out of class for 
swearing at the teacher. I did some sad, sad 
things like getting drunk on cider and throw- 
ing food In restaurants - 1 hope those peo- 
ple won’t remember me. 

My mother is Dominican / St Lucian, 
she's black and my dad's Scottish and white. 
It was difficult growing up mixed race. 1 re- 
member when 1 was really young, looking 
at the mirror and wondering if my skin 
colour would change when I’m older - will 
it finally decide what it wants to be? It felt 
like a really nothingness race to be - a blank. 
I felt really alone, I had cousins who were 
mixed race but they all looked Italian to 
me. I was the odd one out People would 
ask, “Are you black or are you white?". I 
thought: “Why do I have to decide? I'm 
both.” 

My mum would play jungle and drum 
and bass music while I locked myself in my 
room with Mari ah Carey -so she was lis- 
tening to far hipper music than me! Pop 
music was a form of rebellion for me. be- 
cause I’ve always wanted to be different. I 
used to get tapes and sing over them, for- 
getting completely that anybody else was 
on the track. That was how I started writ- 
ing my own music. 

When I was 15 Hooked at my room and 
thought >t was time for, a .change. I .bad-. 
Madonna everywhere: on the ceiling, outlie 
chest of drawers, a bed cover, towels, cups 
and everything. It was so embarrassing so 
I took the lot down, painted the room pis- 


tachio green and started to seriously get into 
music for the first time. 

It is such a terrible stray, but 1 can't lie; 
on the day that changed my life I bunked 
off school to go and see a guy in prison. 
My mum said: “If you miss school to see 
that criminal, that will be il You will not 
go out for two months!" I got up and left 
the house at the normal time but went to 
see this boy’s sister. 1 dressed up and she 
fixed my hair because I really fancied him. 
It was a real proper visit with me, his mum, 
sister and best friend. 

I was so excited about seeing him that 
on the way 1 started singing: u rm going to 
see my boyfriend." As we went through the 
barrier at Hammersmith Tube station, I 
changed to ‘Anytime You Need A Friend" 
by Mariah Carey and the acoustics in the 
station meant my voice went round the tun- 
neL 1 wasn't showing off, I just loved the 
way it sounded. 

A guy in a bright purple shirt, with 
dreads and chains came up to me and start- 
ed looking down at me. I thought: “Who 
is this weirdo?" He stood there with his per- 
sonal organiser, he bit his finger and was 
really unsure of what to do. He asked me 
to sing something else, but I was certain that 
he was a pervert who was trying to get my 
number! However, when he told me his 
name was Kwame and that he played with 
a group called D’lnflnence I felt more at 
ease. 1 had seen them playing live at 
Wembley Arena as the support band for 
Michael Jackson, so 1 felt 1 could give him 
, my telephone number. It might have been 
too trusting but I thought he couldn't kill 
me over the phone! I got on the train and 
forgot all about iL 

I was more excited about visiting my 
boyfriend, because Td never been on my 
ownto a prison to see -somebody. Howev- 
er -when. I actually sat there, it was really 
sad - espedaHysaying goodbye, knowing 
he was going back to his cell while I was 
going home. 




Shola Ama: "Fame makes it hard to have a relationship. If a man knows there's nothing he can do for a woman he'll feel insecure and treat her like dirt* 

Photograph: Andrew Buurman 


I couldn't tell my mum that I met a guy 
who Kked my voice because she would have 
quizzed me about why I wasn’t at school 
So I went to visit Kwame at his house and 
I still didn’t tell my mum! I got round to 
telling her, three weeks later, when I 
recorded a demo. She was really shocked 
and couldn’t believe it was me singing my 
own song. 

Kwame and I started making demos and 
doing small showcase concerts. He want- 
ed to call me Little Shota Ama I told him 
I wouldn't stay little for long so we ditched 
that idea. A few people were buzzing about 
me and I was having meetings with record 
companies. On the very day I had a meet- 
ing with one of the important ones, which 
was just around the corner from my col- 
lege, these giris happened to start a fight 
with me. It was so petty, it was over a chew- 
ing gum wrapper being thrown and hitting 
one of their legs. Before I knew it I had six 


people jumping on me and bitting me with 
keys. So I went to this meeting with scans 
all down my forehead. My manager was 
anxiously lying about it “She had an acci- 
dent in drama class - she fell off a ladder.” 

Finally there was a deal on the table for 
me at WEA, we signed It on my 17th birth- 
day. Nothing happened for so long, it 
seemed I was never going to get anywhere. 
It took untD I was 18 before I had a hit with 
“You Might Need Somebody". It’s just as 
well it took a while from when I was dis- 
covered to becoming successful because I 
had a lot of growing up to do. 

Kwame is like a dad tome, and when I 
won best newcomer and best R&B at the 
MOBO [Music of Black Origin] awards and 
told him 1 loved him, tears welled up in his 
eyes and he cried. We are very dose. 

I don't really have a relationship with 
my real dad. He saw me as a 1% baby but 
he hasn’t done much for me since which 


is a bit of a disappointment. It would have 
left a big hole in my life if I hadn’t under- 
stood when I was still quite young that I 
couldn't rely on him. You don’t miss toma- 
to ketchup if you've never tasted it, if s only 
when you've been used to having ketchup 
on your chips that you worry when it runs 
out. It makes me proud of what a good job 
my mother has made of bringing me and 
my sister up on her own. I know if the same 
happened to me, 1 could do it myself. 

Fame has made it bard to have a rela- 
tionship; it's hell. There’s a lot of things peo- 
ple can’t handle about my success, and a 
man wants to be a man. If he knows there 
is nothing he could do for a woman that 
die can’t do for herself he feels insecure. 
The only thing left is to treat her like dirt 
I have been in a few very bad relationships. 
Tve just come out of a relationship and that 
was quite a sensitive one because'! was 
opening up a bit I cried a lot, Pm genuinely 


quite gutted because everybody can have 
a lover but me! But I suppose at this stage 
I don't need a someone in my life who is 
sick of me not being there all the time. I 
can't go out with my boyfriend and just be 
myself, 1 have to be aware that there are 
people who might want to stop me for an 
autograph. Which would you rather have: 
a top 10 album and two top five singles or 
a boyfriend? 

I never dreamed in a million years that 
I would have bits a 11 over the world. Do- 
ing all of this has helped me find myself, I 
know what I want from life. I think my 
mother is genuine^ happy that I bunked 
off school that day. 

Interview by Andrew G Marshall 

Shola Ama’s new single is “ Who's Loving My 
Baby?” and during die last week in Novem- 
ber she is headlining the Radio One spon- 
sored Rhythm Nation Tour. 


Their traumas, my trial - a Cheshire lawyer feels the pain of 220 children 
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Peter Garsden worked in 
Cheshire, in a mixed law 
practice. But for the last 
three-and-a-half years his 
work has been unmixed. 
He has become obsessed 
with the cases of victims 
of child abuse and, as 
Roger Dobson reports, the 
effect on his life has been 
shattering. 


It was just before midday on a 
lUesday morning in May when 
Peter Garsden answered a tele- 
phone call that was to change bis 
life. At the time he was a part- 
ner in a Cheshire firm of solic- 
itors specialising in personal 
injury, as well as the usual small 
town mix: of cases and clients. 

But the 32-year-old man on 
the other end of the telephone 
bad an altogether different kind 
of story. He was a sexual abuse 
victim and was the first of more 
than 200 men and women who 
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were to allege they had been 
abused when they were in chil- 
dren's homes in the North- 
west of England 

Three years on from that 
first phone call Peter Garsden’s 
life has been turned inside out 
He has become obsessed with 
fighting for compensation for 
the 220 men and women whose 
vivid descriptions of the ap- 
palling abuse they suffered 
haunt him every day. 

And the price of his obses- 
sion has been high. His marriage, 
is in difficulties, relationships 
with his two young daughters 
have Changed, he suffers with 
depression, has sleeping prob- 
lems and, on one occasion, 
broke down while making a 
speech about abuse to MPs. 

Peter Garsden's experiences 
highlight the emotional strain 
faced by lawyers dealing with 
the rising tide of child abuse cas- 
es. Unlike victims, perpetrators, 
policemen and soda) workers, 
lawyers do not have access to 
counselling to help them. cope. 

Back in that spring of 1994, 
Mr Garsden appeared to have 
everything going for him. He 
was 37 and a partner in (he firm 
of Abney Garsden McDonald 
which be had co-founded nine 
years earlieT. He had a £200,000 
house in Macclesfield, and was 
happily married with two young 
girls, Vanessa and Alexandra. 

“Life was pretty good. The 
client who rang me that morn- 
ing bad been interviewed by (he 
police as part of the North-west 
child abuse inquiry, and they 
had suggested he talk to a so- 
lidtor. That was my first contact 
with an abuse victim,” he said. 

That inquiry by Cheshire 
Police was to become Britain’s 


and at that time, I did too.” 

It was some months later, 
when he became the lead so- 
licitor in the group of lawyers 
representing around 220 victims 
of abuse, that the pressures 
began to mount when he read 
the statements of all the victims. 

“As a professional you try to 


boy, who is now a practising ho- 
mosexual, was assaulted at a 
very young age by a teacher who 
had venereal disease. 

“After he buggered the boy, 
the youngster, who was very 
young at the time, was taken to 
hospital His anus was sewn up 
where it had been ripped and. 



Peter Garsden: The case has taken so much out of me, I 
have neglected my own family* Photograph: Newsteam 


into child abuse in children's 
homes with more than Z000 for- 
mer residents traced. 

The man told me that he 
bad been abused sexually for 
three years while at the chil- 
dren’s home by a care worker. 
He found it very embarrassing. 


remain detached, but it is dif- 
ficult with these cases. The psy- 
chological reports were the 
worst. It was distressing to read 
how a man could appear to be 
fine on the surface but under- 
neath be a complete wreck 
with horrific symptoms of sui- 
cidal thoughts, self-mutilation, 
and all the other trapping of a 
legacy of years of abuse . 

“Everything I read appalled 
me. At ’one of the homes, there 
was an allegation ofpbysical tor- 
ture where a care worker had 
carved their name into the back 
of a young boy. How evil can 
people be? Then there were 
the endless descriptions of the 
most horrific sexual abuse. One 


unbelievably, he was sent back 
to the home where he had 
been abused. The sheer honor 
and brutality of that boy’s life 
upset me enormously. 

“It became a struggle to re- 
main completely objective. I be- 
came involved With pressure 
groups made up of people with 
causes to fight for, and their pas- 
sion rubbed off on me: I became 

a campaigner.” 

He describes how he first re- 
alised he had become emo- 
tionally involved when he went 
with pressure groups to lobby 
MPs at the House of Commons 
seeking heavier sentences for 
abusers. 

"I was making a prepared 


speech in one of the rooms and 
I had got to the part where I was 
describing the symptoms of vic- 
tims when I just seized up. 

To me foe most upsetting 
symptom is foe man who has 
been abused, who knows that 
some victims become abusers, 
and who will not go near his cwo 
children for fear he may abuse 
them himself. As a father I find 
that very upsetting and I had got 
to that point in my speech when 
I was overcome with emotion 
and had to stop in mid-sentence. 

T then had to stand back and 
take stock. I used to be the sort 
of person who could shut the 
door on a Friday night and put 
the office to bed until Monday 
morning. I was not a person who 
let things get to him, but this case 
has taken over my life. 

“My marriage has gone 
through trials and tribulations. 
My wife complains I work too 
much and although 1 don’t 
drink veay much, last year I wear 
through a period when I was 
drinking more than normal. 
Janet and I have also started go- 
fog to Relate I fed the case has 
taken so much out of me I have 
neglected my family. 

T look at my own children 
in a different light What I have 
read and heard over the last 
three years colours the rela- 
tionship.’ When you play with 
them there is a flash in your 
-mind and yon remember what 
happened to children just like 
yours but who had the misfor- 
tune to be in a children’s home.”. 

Earlier this year his wife, 
Janet, who has been' going to 
Relate for two months with 
her husband, sold her own busi- 
ness in an attempt to solve foe 
problems in the relationship. 

She says that her husband has 
changed considerably in. foe 
last three years: “He used to 
come mat six o'clock. We all ate 
together and he’d tefl funny sto- 
ries about what had happened 
in court or foe office that day. 
When he got involved in this 
case he came home later and lat- 


er, and when he did arrive he 
would either fall asleep or ear- 
ly on working on foe computer 
he had installed at home with a 
link to foe office files. 

T tried to change to fit in 
with him. I sold my design busi- 
ness so that if he conldn’t be 
there for the children, at least 
I was. Eventually I suggested we 
go to Relate, but be said there 
was nothing wrong. 

“It was only when I told him 
that I was thinking of leaving 
that he agreed to go to Relate. 
We have had six sessions and I 
think we do communicate 
more. I was resentful that he 
was using up all the energy he 
had on other people and not on 
foe family, but at foe same 
time I am really very proud of 
what he is doing." 

He accepts that he has 

changed and that his health has 

suffered too: “T get depressed 
and I am prone to lethargy. 
Apart from the case, it is a real 
effort to do anything else. 

“There is no doubt it has 


changed me. I don’t do anything 
but abuse cases now, and if a 
new victim rings up, no matter 
bow busy I am I will always 
spend as long as they want lis- 
tening and talking because I 
now know how important it is 
to them and what an effort they 
have made to get that far.” 

Although many lawyers, all 
too aware of the emotional risks 
involved, will avoid child abuse 
cases, Peter Garsden is adamant 
he made foe right decision, de- 
spite the toll on bis personal life. 

Tve never thought of giving 
it up, it is something I fed I have 
to do. People have a perception 
of lawyers as being only in it for 
foe money, but we are not and 
we are affected by what we do 
just like anyone else. 

“Wie have several yeare to go 
on this case yet, but well get 
there and foe reward will be 
when we finally get the justice 
these young people deserve 
from a system that let them 
down so badly and so horrifically 
when they were children." 
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today is how few schools are on the up- 
ward curve. An improvement ratio of 5 per 
cent is not good enough - even if these 
tables are distorted by indudmg those 
schools (mainly in the private sector)whicb 
are pretty much incapable of betterment. 
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Power to the GPs 

Sir. The preview of the White 
Paper on the NHS (report. 1* 
November) suggests it wll con- 
tain interesting and com- 
mendable plans. Replacement 
of GP fundholding with larger 
groupings of GPs is welcome, 
is is the idea of a budget com- 
bining hospital, primary and 
community care. 

This will indeed break down 
a “Berlin Wall" but it is a pity 
that the opportunity is not be- 
ing taken to remove the other 
artificial barrier between pur- 
chaser and provider. This has no 

remaining purpose if the mar- 
ket is to go, and if it is retained 
so will be much of the market 
and its attendant bureaucracy. 

The glaring omission is any 
reference to democratic ac- 
countability. There seems little 

point in reforming appoint- 
ments to trust boards and health 

authorities on Nolan principles 
if 90 per cent of the budget (and 
therefore the power) is in the 
hands of GP collectives. To 
whom will the latter be respon- 
sible? Better to combine the GP 

collectives with the public health 

expertise of existing health au- 
thorities, which should have 
boards properly accountable to 

the people of the area. 

Removal of competition be- 
tween trusts probably removes 
the need for trust boards, with 
further savings. The tighter 
manag ement from “the centre 
which is envisaged as replacing 
that competition raises the 
question of where that man- 
agerial function will lie. It 
strengthens the argument for a 
powerful and accountable 
health authority. 

PETER FISHER 
Chairman 

National Health Senice 

Consultants’ Association 
Great Bourton, Oxfordshire 

Sir. The leaked White Paper on 
ihe future of the NHS suggests 
that a central concern for the 
new government is equality of 
health care for all _ 

A crucial starting point is fair 

d istribution of NHS funds based 
od a careful statistical analyse 
of relative needs. As approxi- 
mately 95 per cent of patient 
contact with healthcare services 
occurs in primary care, often the 
GP’s surgery, it may surprise 

your readers to learn that the al- 
location of NHS funds to gen- 
eral practice has never been 
subject to any analysis at all. 
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Policing protesters 
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“arrested if 

Pb E«atually s sergeant told 

roeloeedntgiverayd^s.but 

I still had to be searched. Not 
wanting to be unreasonable, 
and having nothing to hide. I 
acreed. The officer who 
searched me scrutinised <feveiy 
scrap of paper in my wallet, 
passing items to his colleague, 
Who copied down personal de- 
tails. When I asked what sort 
of offensive weapon he ex- 
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Essentially the present “as- 
sumption” is that there are two 
levels of need; that patients old- 
er than 75 require twice as much 
care as those below that age. 

The most elementary stud- 
ies show that age alone is a 

crude measure of medical need, 

and even here ratios of demand 

rise from the age of 50 years to 

double by 65, treble by 75 and 
increase by four to six times 
above 75. 

Relative to your needs, the 
older you become the less NHS 
funds your GP is given. 

Dr R C GILBERTSON 

Christchurch, Dorset 

Blair’s apology 

Sir. How refreshing to listen to 
Tony Blair, and read his apol- 
ogy over the Formula One 
scandal (report, 17 Novem- 
ber). Politicians are human be- 
ings - although many of them 
try hard to conceal the fact. 
They are fallen, flawed and fal- 


lible like the rest of us. Why 
must they struggle to project an 
aura of perfection? 

Tony Blair has done more to 
earn the respect of the British 
public with a two-minute hon- 
est apology than all his prede- 
cessors with their bluster and 
evasion of responsibility. 

HUGH J THOMSON 
Birmin^iarn 

Sir I am a lifelong Labour sup- 
porter and I am dismayed at the 
appalling spectacle of our higi- 
minded leader squirming on the 
skewer of sleaze allegations. 

At one level, the “cash for 
favours” row is nowhere nem- 
os bad as toe financial scandals 

that rocked John Major’s gov- 
eminent - Labour is after all 
returning toe Fbnnula One 
: money. At another level - 
what one might almost call tne 

. spiritual level - it is £ar, far 

, worse. Labour came to power 
on an anti-sleaze tickeL Tony 
. Blair invited us to trust him 


and we responded to his ap- 
peal. It is too early to say we 
feel betrayed, but certainly 
our faith has been badly shak- 
en. It is like being in a marriage 
where all the evidence points 
towards our spouse’s infideli- 
ty yet we still can’t quite believe 

In any case, if toe Govern- 
ment isn't corrupt it bas acted 
with scarcely believable in- 
competence in allowing ,ts ^° 
be presented as corrupt. The 
prime Minister must resolve 
never to allow anything hke this 
to happen again. 

STUART RUSSELL 
Poulton, Gloucestershire 

Unliberated gays 

Sir Kathy Marks cannot be al- 
lowed to claim (Features, 11 
November) that “after three 


of the [lesbian and gay] legal 
battles have been won and re- 
maining inequalities look set to 


be tackled by the Labour 
government". 

Those three decades have 
brought nothing but failure on 
the legal front- In England in 
1967 there was a higher age of 
consent for gay men. If a man 
and a woman had sex in pub- 
lic, the charge was “indecency^, 
if two men, “gross indecency”. 
If three people (male and fe- 
male) bad sex together, it was 
a party. If three gay men bad 
sex together it was a criminal 

offence. . 

It was not “unfair dismissal 
to sack someone for being gay. 
Homosexual partners had no 
visiting rights in hospitals and 
no rights to inherit on an in- 
testate death; nor could they 
contract a civil partnership 
contract toe way heterosexuals 

could. __ 

What has changed? The 
aimed forces law has been re- 
laxed. A gay soldier is now 
“merely" sacked without com- 
pensation; he is no longer im- 


prisoned as well. But toe Tories 
made it illegal for local councils 
to fund gay activities and 
censorship of gay publications 
is stricter new than 20 years ago. 

What will Labour do about 
any of this? On toe important 
civil liberties issue of toe age of 
consent, it plans to allow a free 
vote. It refuses to touch toe 
criminal prohibition, for ex- 
ample. on three people having 

SCX- 

Wc have never been had so 
good. 

MICHAEL MASON 

London SW7 

BZW deal 

Because of a production error; the 
following letter was omitted from 
eariy editions yesterday. 

Sir. You published an article on 
14 November purporting to de- 
scribe a video conference of 
our managing directors that 
took place toe previous day. 


Let us set the record straight 
We are pleased to have 
agreed to acquire the Euro- 
pean equity and investment 
banking business of BZW, 
which we regard as a high-qual- 
ity and complementary addi- 
tion. We are also conscious of 
toe hard work and substantial 
investment needed to inte- 
grate the two firms successful- 
ly. Your partisan references to 
glorying, boasting and toe like 
are mischievous and danger- 
ous. / 

You claim wc forecast 
“mass [back-office 1 sackings". 
This is wholly untrue. We ex- 
pect to employ several hundred 
BZW back-officc staff whose 
skills wc greatly value. Indeed, 
our need for the relevant back- 
officc staff was a specific con- 
dition set by us during the 
negotiations. 

STEPHEN HESTER 
Chief Financial Officer 
Credit Suisse Fust Boston 
London E14 


DCU&U *vi 

with a straight face, razor 
blades". All the while our faces 
were being videoed by a police 

camera team. 

The police said all this was 
“for your own protection”. 
When I want police protection 
Til ask for it 

We were not a gang of tat-, 

tooed, knife-toting skinheads. 
We are short, bespectacled 
and rather feeMe-kx>kiiig spec- 
imens - a PhD student, a 
school teacher and a care 
worker. 

DAVID TURNER 
Borden, Kent 
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Black angels 

Sin Trevor Phillips (“Black 
Angels?", 15 November) men- 
tioned Aretha Fra nklin and 
her right to a place in heaven. 
He ought also to have men- 
tioned Roberta Flack. .^Way 
back in 1969 her debut 
Fust Thke Included the Jong 
“Angelitos Negros", and sjheis 
quoted in the sleeve notes: 
“Painters, why do you always 
paint white virgins? Paint beau- 
tiful black angels." 

SANDRA BROWNE HART 
Bamham, 

Suffolk 

Everywhere 

Sir. It is the word “absolutely" 
that is ubiquitous Getter, 14 No- 
vember). Just listen to any in- 
terview. 

BERNICE PEDGLEY 
Wallingford, Oxfordshire 
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More of the proverbial from 


MILES 

KINGTON 


It’s time for more Albanian proverbs 
today, from toe Great Book of Albanian 
Proverbs which I am slowly translating in 
my declining years. Albanian proverbs, if 
you have never come across them before, 
are exactly the opposite of ours. Ours are 
short, pitoy and fairly useless until you start 
thinking about them; Albanian proverbs 
sound fairly deep and meaningful unless 
you start thinking about them. 

Here goes, then, with some meretricious 
wit and wisdom! 

* 

Never ask a Formula One Grand Prix rac- 
ing driver to teach you the technique of 
reversing a car. 

If birds were able to talk, would they both- 
er to sing? ^ 

When docs a letter arrive? When toe post- 


Albania: plenty of wit, not a lot of wisdom 

sssf.=sr- - ssatssisss 

read,0f • . the Queen a telegram oar pylon, unguarded. 


tcau- , 

but from thename “^a 

Sd could only go up. not 

down. , 

Nobody knows all the words of his own 
national anthem- ^ 

you can gel sea-sk* in a set of revohang 

can’t croffi to France m them. 

AI parrots think Aryare:^ 1 ^^ 

Wherf they think we have mastered toe 
Si to *• «P- tot we don’t see rt 
SiSray- We think that parrots lose toe 
knack of talking, whereas all that has 


happened is that they have given up leach- 
ing us. t 

Who will send toe Queen a telegram 
when she is 100? ^ 

Nobody ever really believes he is going to 
die. If they did, they would be working on 
their dying words new. 

There is only one thing worse than a hymn, 

and that is a Christmas carol. 

/aeroplane disaster movies are never shown 

as m-ffight entertainment on aeroplanes. 
It is the only gpod thing to be said abouL 
air travel. ^ 

It would be easier to take the single cur- 
rency seriously if the word “euro" wasn t 
pronounced quite differently in every 
country. 


* Middle Ages, and bad been given the choice 

If we are ever invaded by aliens who feed of the method of execution, I hope I would 
on electricity, we will be sorry that we left have had toe presence of mind to ask to 
our pylons unguarded. be electrocuted. 
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People are sometimes described as natur- 
al blondes and sometimes as natural 
brunettes, but nobody is ever described as 
naturally bald. ^ 

Woe betide toe substitute who scores a goal 
in his first game, for much will be expect- 
ed of him. 

• 

Angling must be one of toe most feminine 
activities in the world. It is quiet, organ- 
ised and moderately healthy, and requires 
endless patience. Why are all anglers men, 
then? Because all sensible women also think 

it is entirely pointless. 

* 

If I had been condemned to death in the 


There are two kinds of people who make 
jokes about their cheques possibly bounc- 
ing - those who are quite sure their 
cheques won’t bounce and those who are 
quite sure they wilL 

*. 

The man who sneers at take-away food will 
happDy go out on a picnic, and the man who 
passionately defends live entertainment is 
furious whenever a cinema is corned into 
a bingo hall. 

An after-dinner speaker One who would 
willingly do the speaking for h^lf fhe 
money if he could be allowed to miss the 
dinner. 
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Freedom of information 
caught in the spin 




DONALD 

MACINTYRE 

NOT-SO-OPEN 

GOVERNMENT 


Most of what Tbny Blair apologised for on 
Sunday had to do with information. In hind- 
sight, be didn’t think that it was a good idea 
to dribble out the facts about Bernie 
Ecclestone's £lm donation to the Labour 
Party, under pressure, and at the rate of one 
new fact a day. (He was right) And bey, yes, 
of couise he was prepared to publish the note 
taken of his meeting with the Formula One 
boss. No problem - except that here the 
Prime Minister issued an interesting caveat 
Not once but twice. This wasn’t, he em- 
phasised, to be regarded as a precedent Oth- 
erwise, as he pointed out, “people wfll be 
asking me to publish every thing* Perfect- 
ly sensible, of course; civil servants, and quite 
a lot of other people, would be under- 
standably horrified if they thought that every 
time the Prime Minster got some bad head- 
lines he was planning to publish details of 
his recent private meetings to still doubts 
of any jiggery-pokery. But could it also just 
be that a corner of his subconscious mind 
was focused on quite an intense debate go- 
ing on in the higher reaches of government 
over just how much it should be prepared 
to disclose about its internal deliberations? 

For negotiations on next month's Free- 
dom of Information White Paper are com- 
ing to a head. This is a big step. At the most 
ungl amorous level, next year's Bill will un- 
derpin existing rights, and afford some new 
ones, to information about the sort of 
humdrum administrative decisions that 
don't make headlines but matter intensely 
to ordinary people. Why hasn’t Medicine X 
been banned? Why hasn't Community 
Centre Y been granted a drinks licence? 
Why has new development Z been given the 
go ahead on my doorstep? What does the 
environmental inspection report realty say 
about the chemical factoiyatthe end of my 
road? It should widen the rigfatof access to 
those of your personal files held by- for ex- 
ample - the DSS or the Inland Revenue or 
the Police, which are not on computer and 
therefore not covered by the Data Protec- 
tion Act. It will also give new force to the 
obligations imposed on departments by the 
non-statutory Code of Access to Govern- 
ment Information, established by John 
Major's government. It will probably create 
a new Information Commissioner who wiD 
be able to weigh any possible damage from 
a particular application for disclosure 
against the public interest. And it will ex- 
tend the obligations to local authorities and 


industries. So, surely, a liberal culture- 
changing measure in all respects? 

Well, all but one, actually. For ministers 
have now started to baulk at the prospect 
of even a heavily qualified right to see in- 
formation in the category of exemption de- 
scribed in the Major code as “internal 
discussion and advice”. Which means pretty 
weD every piece of paper, however imper- 
sonal, that passes around Whitehall in the 
run-up to a decision. The majority on the 
committee appear to have accepted the hoary 
old argument that the possible release un- 


der the Freedom of Information Act of any 
advice drawn up by officials wiD, in the words 
of the Major code, “inhibit the frankness and 
candour of internal discussion"- But even the 
Tory Cabinet Qfiice mmktpT Rn gpr FyppnTan 
made it dear that if the harm from disclo- 
sure was outweighed by the public interest, 
then such material could, at least in theory, 
be published. The fear among liberals now 
is that when the code, or rather a version of 
it, becomes statutory, the whole category of 
such information will be subject to blanket 
exclusion. So in one respect the new bill 
would actually be less progressive than the 
much derided Major rode. 

Now the “candour* argument should be 
taken with a large pinch of salt Nobody se- 
riously believes - say - that anyone is go- 
ing to be required to disclose a minute from 
Jonathan Ptwefl, Chief of Staff, lo the Prime 
Minister saying: “I know it’s nuisance, but 
we've got to see Bernie Ecclestone because 
we’re into him for a million and it’s the least 
be expects”; or alternatively one in which 
he says: “Fbr God’s sake don’t see Eccle- 
stone. This wiD be trouble which will only 
blow up in your face.” But Action on 
Smoking and Health, or anyone else for that 
matter, might reasonably at some point in 
the future ask to see the analysis of the pol- 
icy options made in Odober/November 1997 
on whether or not to support the exemp- 
tion, including the DTi’s analysis of how 
many and what son of jobs would have been 
lost if Formula One went out of the country. 
That sort of subsequent disclosure doesn’t 
compromise dvfl servants; but it may well 
make for better derisions. And while we're 
about it, who would have been damaged by 
publication of the Treasury’s long and 
thoughtful look at hself last year? It was the 
fart of the leak, and not the content, which 
made it a sensation. 

In Australia senior civil servants were 
deeply worried about precisely the “can- 
dour* issue. Since the Freedom of Infor- 
mation Act there, they have admitted it 
hasn’t been a problem. AO sorts of other ar- 
guments wiD be used in favour of the re- 
strictive, conservative approach. One is 
the cost of dealing with FOI applications - 
though this could be allayed by charging a 
higher differential rate for business appli- 
cants and, perhaps, diverting some of the 
Government’s press and publicity officers 
to freedom of Information duties. Nor, by 
the way, are we talking aboat immediate 
disclosure. It wouldn't even affect the new 
higher ait form of democracy, news man- 
agement In most countries where there is 
an act, the commissioner or bis equivalent 
routinely rules against disclosure on “harm” ’ 
grounds if it would affect an issue then in 
the headlines. Any Information Commis- 
sioner is bound to weed out the material that 
compromises rivfl servants or undermines 
collective Cabinet responsibility. 

The most interesting question may be 
which way Lord Irvine, who is chairing the 
committee, leans. At present, according to 
some accounts. Jack Straw is infitfentiaJ at 
the hawkish end of the argument on the com- 
mittee, a rather lonely David dark at the 
other. Mr Clark, regularly tipped as a Cab- 
inet casualty, and with an unnecessary pen- 
chant for first-class air travel, may not be the 
most charismatic of politicians. But that 
doesn’t necessarily make him wrong. Unless 
the Bin holds out the possibility for publi- 
cation, in due time, of some internal advice, 
it will miss a big opportunity for an incre- 
mental but worthwhile government reform; 
it will also mean that ministers will come UDr 
der continuing and tiresome pressure to do 
more. For what a more open regime - al- 
lowing publication of limited policy discus- 
sion within the lifetime of an administration, 
rather than when 30years have elapsed -may 
well help to achieve is better, more thought- 
fol, government. And, funnily enough, good 
governments tend to last longer.' 


In markets, the worst rarely 
happens. But don’t count on it 



ANDREAS 

WHITTAM 

SMITH 

INFERNAL 

MACHINES 


Finally, the bad news from the 

wvrlfTg ftrmnrial mnrfeftta has got 

to me. 1 didn’t worry in Octo- 
ber. when the newspapers were 
full of articles cksnonstrating the 
uncanny similarity between cur- 
rent conditions and those of Oc- 
tober 1987, the last occasion 
when the world’s stockmarkets 
fell out of bed. Nor was I 
alarmed when a copycat shake- 
out duly appeared, right on 
cue. Since then, after all. Wall 
Street and London and the 
main European bourses hare re- 
gained some of the ground 
they gave up. 

Until now, I have shrugged 
off Thailand's banking crisis. In 
the case of Indonesia, I have 
been unmoved by the massive 
support package which the In- 
ternational Monetary Fund has 
had to make available. The fact 
that poor President Suharto has 
had to dose down banks owned 
by his relatives 1 found per- 
versely encouraging. I accept- 
ed the comment fre j an 
economist in Singapore who 
was quoted as saying that “the 
Indonesian Government seems 
very much committed to the re- 
form package and tfamgs should 
move along”. 

But then I perceived a dan- 
gerous phenomenon which oc- 
casionally appears in the 
financial markets. I call it an 
“infernal machme”, in the dic- 
tionary definition of the phrase 
- an apparatus, usually dis- 
guised, for producing an ex- 
plosion to destroy life or 
property. This is a good de- 
scription of what is happening 
to Japanese banks. They are be- 
ing destroyed. 

What is the infernal machine 
which is responsible? A sub- 
stantial part of the reserves of 
Japanese banks comprises 
shares in Japanese companies. 
As the Japanese stockmarket 
has deteriorated, dropping by 
a quarter since June, so the re- 
serves that Japanese banks 
hold have shrunk. By law, how- 
ever, Japanese banks are re- 
quired to maintain their 
resources at a level sufficient to 
repay depositors should there 
be unusual demands for cash. 

Sensing this squeeze, in- 
vestors in Japanese shares have 
grown frightened and sold 
more shares. The stockmarket 
falls again. The squeeze inten- 
sifies. The banks call in their 
Joans. Their customers begin to 



Bowing out Hokkaido Takushoku Bank president Sadamasa Kawatani (third from right) with other board 
members, apologising yesterday following the collapse of their Japanese bank Photograph: Reuters 


feel the pain. And the infernal 
machine, disguised as it is, 
starts to explode the Japanese 
banking system and with it 
property, in the sense that the 
value of all assets declines 
sharply. 

Just as I was reflecting on 
rhi« mechanism, there earn*" the 
news of the collapse of Japan’s 
tenth largest bank, Hokkaido 
Ikkushoku. Yesterday the bank 
announced that it was going out 
of business. Here was the test. 
Only governments have the 
power to break the vicious cir- 
cle. What would the Japanese 
government do? It decided to 
protect depositors by advanc- 
ing funds for that purpose 
alone. In relief the Japanese 
stockmarket registered big 

gains. 

But this is the single response 
that governments can make to 
such a crisis. Even if they have 
to print banknotes, they can 
make sure that depositors are 
repaid. They cannot do much 
about the other ill conse- 
quences. They cannot overnight 
restore a healthy banking sys- 
tem which provides working 
capital for successful companies 
and finance for international 
trade. They cannot prevent the 
substantial slowing down in 
economic activity that a bank- 
ing crisis necessarily entails. 

Moreover, in the rest of 
Aria where banks have devel- 
oped weaknesses and started to 
rock on tbeir foundations - in 
an area stretching from South 
Korea via Hong Kong (which 
has witnessed sporadic panic 
withdrawals of deposits) 
through Thailand and 
Malaysia, and down to In- 
donesia - governments are not 
behaving as decisively as the 
Japanese. In Indonesia, where 
16 private banks have recently 
failed, individual depositors 
and businesses can only retrieve 


What a gentile can learn from a Jewish joke 
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Tired of ttomestic Sturm und 
Drang ? Why not see how your 
neighbours manage things. 

fp Alabama this month, the 
conrts outlawed Christian 
. prayers in schools. The protests 
have' been noisy and embit- 


.%> ! 


insists the fundamentalist 

' Christian Coalition. The ruling 

is a rallying point for extreni' 
: ats, who frame their propa- 
ijk ganda as, defying an 
I™ unreasonable assault on the 


freedom to worship, but whose 
spiritual forefathers deployed 
the rack and flame. TV screens 
are filled with images of chil- 
dren praying in public, whfle 
their parents lament their in- 
ability to do so in school. 

Alan Dershovitz, the 
renowned Harvard law pro- 
fessor, scents trouble, favour 
the majority in as explosive an 
arena as religion, and you sow 
the seeds for downgrading, dis- 
tancing, expelling, fi xfl i n g the 
minority - and reaping the 

dragon-toothed lawlessness of 

terrorism. Concocted problems 

encourage dangauus solutions, 

And his family, along with mfl- 

lions of others around the 
world, know directly how cat- 
aclysmic a “solution*’ can be. 

“We Jews made up 4 per 
cent of the population f m 
US] 10 years ago. By the end 
of the decade well be 2 per 

cent- Eariy in the new millen- 
nium, we’ll make up just 1 pe r 
cent. And we think we can af- 
ford to be divided amongst 

ourselves?” ^ 

Dershovitz, epitomised to 
the point of caricature as the 
fast talkin’, high earnin’, self- 


promotin' liberal celebrity New 
York lawyer, is addressing a 
gathering of New Yorkers, 
assembled in avast airy Upper 
West Side synagogue to hear 
him debate what it means to be 
Jewish, with another bright, 
shin mg star of East Coast in- 
teQectoal Jewry, David Mamet. 

Dershovitz, now helping out 
the defence team on the Wood- 
ward appeal, in addition to his 
regular workload, plus 33 pro- 
bono cases (“I never turn down 
a capital case - never!”) is do- 
ing nothing on this November 
afternoon to dilute biscoasMo 
coari ixjtorielyfbr overerepping 
the mark. “Two Jews sitting in 
a cafe in Vienna in 1938 — one’s 
reading his community paper, 
be sees his friend reading the 
vilest anti-Semitic rag in the diy. 
‘Why are you reading that 
trash?’ ‘It makes me feel bet- 
ter about myself. Your paper - 


we failed, bow we’re repressed. 
This paper-it says the Jews ran 
everything! The hanks, big busi- 
ness, international trade 
I blench, but Fm beguiled. 
My neighbours laugh. It’s what 
they came for. AS the tussle be- 


tween liberal and orthodox 
wings for the heart of Jewry 
takes hold on both sides of the 
Atlantic, the 001011101111/8 pub- 
lic figures find their utterances 
pored over for oracular signifi- 
cance. Jokes define and position 
as much as affirmations of faith.' 

The two men are now tak- 
ing questions, and the minori- 
ty are pitched at Dershovitz, 
who has stolen the show with 
hfcpace and wit. Mamet, so true 
on the page, stage and screen 
in Us authentic reproduction of 
the numberless inarticulate di- 
alects of North America, turns 
out to be endearingly hesitant 
in his very own. Dershovitz, in 
contrast, has not only a con- 
sidered answer for each point; 
he gift-wraps it with jokes, one- 
liners and parables. 

Dershovitz broadcasts his 
wmldod(rfasamilatitm.^akme 
Gentile in this congregation, a 
minnritywilhm a mmnri ly, think 
he means, honour your own be- 
liefs and be secure enough in 
them to respect others’ effier- 

rtK^ttebc^topirmo^lheir 
respect forjraas. And Fm 00m- 
fortaHe with that, I think. Raised 
within the faith of the maj ority, 


I have always smiled tolerantly 
on the “rest”, I fed comfortable 
enough here today, distanced 
from the dispute that occupies 
this assembly. 

So why is this liberal deal- 
ing in ethnographic statistics? 
What kind of racial protec- 
tionism has invaded the phi- 
losophy of this man who asserts 
that “the moment you convert 
to Judaism, you were at Sinai 
- you were always a Jew”? I 
thought for a moment be might 
be advocating quotas and ide- 
al proportions in a dty whose 
schools cater for the needs of 
the young speakers of over a 
hundred native tongues. But in 
fact he is warning against the 
stockade mentality that en- 
velops much of America. He 
has confidence that no matter 
how small his minority, it can 
still make positive attributions 
to the larger society. 

He might I realise, have 
quoted another notorious Jew 
from times past, but not even his 
chutzpah runs to ironically in- 
voking the challenge issued in 
another great temple in a dis- 
puted land: “Render unto 
Caesar ..." The message is an- 


$5,700 from their accounts. 
Repayment of additional 
amounts must wait until the 
bank’s assets are sold off - 
which may take years and yield 
little. It is because of develop- 
ments like this that an entire 
economic region, until recent- 
ly so vibrant, one of the motors 
of the world economy, is losing 
speed. 

Panic, we know, is conta- 
gious. Even so, I have been sur- 
prised to find how badly South 
America has been affected by 
what is happening in Asia. The 
trading links between the two 
regions are not particularly 
dose. In fact the virus has been 
carried across the Pacific by in- 
ternational investors. Weak- 
ness in Asia's fabled economies 
has been taken as a signal lo get 
out of South America’s more 
pedestrian business sectors. 
The efforts have been dramat- 
ic and disturbing. 

Last week the Brazilian 
stockmarket dropped 10 per 
cent in a angle day, bringing the 
cumulative decline to 40 per- 
cent in three weeks. The gov- 
ersment has responded with the 
familiar medicine, which mates 
the patient feel much worse in 
the initial stages. It has doubled 
interest rates, cut government 
spending and increased taxes. 
Brazil, one of the biggest 
economies in the world, plays 
a pivotal role in South Ameri- 
ca. Fbr example it takes half of 
Argentina’s exports. 

Bui something even more 
worrying happened at the same 
time. The countries that make 
up the South American trade 
group (Brazil, Argentina, 
Uruguay and Paraguay) raised 
their external tariff from 12 per 
cent to 15 percent in response 
to the turmoil in world markets. 
Were they affected by the clear 
sign, given by the American 
congress ten days agp, that it 


dent, but new-minted daily in 
the US. Do not confuse faith 
and state. That way lies insti- 
tutionalised intolerance and 
the seeds of self-destruction. 
And demonstrating and prac- 
tising division within your own 
faith weakens it, as surely as the 


sage that seems inadequate to 
the -challenges of the Old 
World. Around the Mediter- 
ranean, administrations have 
become tainted with the vio- 
lence of extremism they failed 
to quench. Indulging certain mi. 

notifies has not created broad, 
tolerant churches. 

And in the eerily clean 
streets of cosmopolitan Upper 
Manhattan, mysteriously 
cleansed of panhandlers and 
hums by mayor Giuliani’s Re- 
publican guard, there is a mis- 
leading sense ofweU-beingthat 
makes rueful mockery of Der- 
sbovitz's witty warnings. 

I want to ask him whether 
he would unquestionably de- 
fend an avowed anti-Semite on 
a charge of race-motivated 
murder. But, a minority with- 
in a minority, I am dumb. 


had lost its appetite for pro- 
moting free trade, when it re- 
fused to give President Clinton 
the negotiating authority he re- 
quires, the so-called fast track 
legislation? Do not forget that 
hi g h trade barriers were a ma- 
jor factor in the Depression of 
the 1930s. 

However, I am glad to say 
that no signs of panic can be 
found in North America and 
Europe, Admirable sangfroid 
is being displayed by everybody, 
from the chairman of the US 
Federal Reserve, Alan 
Greenspan, down to the hum- 
ble investor. It is, of course, the 
Invariable response of govern- 
ments to crises to say that 
there is no crisis. In testimony 
to Congress, Mr Greenspan 
went even further, saying that 
the difficulties that had creat- 
ed such volatility in stockmar- 
kets around the world could 
even benefit the United States 

by helping in a small way to sup- 
press inflation. And then the 
chairman summarised his 
thinking in the form of a strik- 
ing double negative: “Tb date, 
the direct impact of these de- 
velopments on the American 
economy has been modest, but 
it can be expected not to be neg- 
ligible.* 

Not negligible; I can accept 


that judgement so long as the 
infernal machin e demolishing 
the Japanese banking system 
can be stopped. Fbr it has an 
even more dreadful power to 
wreak damage. It can work in- 
ternationally. Suppose the 
Japanese stockmarket reverses 
this week’s gains and begins to 
sink again. As a result the 
shortage of bank credit for 
companies outside the first 
league, and the absence of liq- 
uidity for institutions with large 
stockmarket holdings, would 
grow more acute. At this point 
they might begin to sell part of 
their massive holdings on Wall 
Street, where they have huge 
profits, magnified by currency 
movements, ripe for the taking. 
This is how ft works. Japanese 
investors sell a bit of their 
American portfolios. Wall 
Street prices falL The Japanese 
investors think that they had 
better buny up. They sell some 
more stocks. And so on. The in- 
fernal machine is ooce again de- 
stroying value. 

Alarmist? Undoubtedly. 
WiD it happen? Probably not; 
the worst rarely happens. All 
the same, Japanese investors 
were net sellers of foreign 
stocks and bonds in September. 
That is one more reason why I 
have started to worry. 
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John Carswell 


John Patrick Carswell, 

historian and dvfl ser ^" t 
bom London M May IW; 

Principal Private Secretary to 
Sof Pensions^ 
National Insurance 
Undersecretary, Office of 
Lord President of the Council 
and Minister for Science I9M, 

Under-Secretary, 

Department of Education 
and Science and Ministry of 
Health 1964-74; Secretary, 
University Grants 
Committee 1974-77; 
Secretary, British Academy 
1978-83 (Emeritus); Honorary 
Research Fellow, Department 
of History, University College 

London 1981-97; FRSL 1984; 
married 1944 lanthe Elstob 
(two daughters); died London 
12 November 1997. 


John Carswell was one of that 
dying breed, a man of letters. 
His scholarship was prodigious, 
his writing elegant, his life de- 
voted to learning and literature. 

His passion for education 
ranged from bis work in the 
196* in the Department of Ed- 
ucation and Science, when he 
was deeply involved in the ex- 
pansion of new universities, to 
his reading of the classics at the 
famitv dinner table - no visiting 
child was exempted, but was giv- 
en a quick r&ume to date of the 
Dickens, Conan Doyle or Mark 
Twain in progress, before being 
plunged into the next instalment 

The son of the barrister 
and writer Donald Carswell, 
and the writer Catherine Car- 
swell he was bom in HoDy Bush 
House, in Hampstead, north 
London, next door to the his- 
toric Holly Bush pub. It was the 
heyday of “literary Hampstead" 
and young John grew up at the 
heart of it with D.R Lawrence, 
Katherine Mansfield and John 
Middleton Murry. Ivy and Max- 


im litvinoff frequent visitors to 
the Carswell home. Catherine 
Carswells dose friendship with 
DM. Lawrence was pivotal to 
both their lives and they ex- 
changed hundreds of letters - 
letters which she, after 
Lawrence’s death, sold for £400 
to pay for her son’s schooling. 

He went to Merchant Tay- 
lors’ School then St John’s 
College, Oxford, and from 1940 
to 1946 served in the army in 
India. lanthe Elstob, who had 
been Carswell’s Hampstead 
childhood sweetheart, was 
working there for the Ministry 
of Information and In Sep- 
tember 1944 they were married 
in Old Delhi. They returned in 
1946 to live for a while with his 
mother in Camden Town - af- 
ter her husband’s death, chron- 
ically short of money, Catherine 
Carswell had been living in a 
window less boiler-room, stok- 
ing the boiler in return for lodg- 
ing, and the flat where the 
young Carswells started their 
married life was hardly more 
salubrious. 

In 1946, Carswell entered 
the Civil Service, and worked 
in the new Ministry of Pensions 
and National Insurance, play- 
ing an active part in the launch- 
ing of the Beveridge Report and 
consistently concerned with 
providing a better deal for the 
aged. In the 1960s his efforts 
were concentrated on the De- 
partment of Education and 
Science, and in the 1970s be was 
secretary of the University 
Grants Committee: university 
financing was a subject be 
cared atom deeply, and his 
book Government and the Uni- 
versities in Britain - Programme 
and Performance 1960-1930 was 
published in 1985. 

When he retired from the 
Civil Service in 197S Carswell 
was appointed Secretary of the 


British Academy and held the 

post for five years, travelling afl 


behalf. It was during the rim* 


and the two men were dose 
friends, lunching together reg* 
ularty until very recently when 


Throughout MKBcer Gas - 
weQ distinguished himself as a 
writer and historian. His book . 
The South Sea Bubble, pub- 
lished in 1960, was said by 
AJL Rowse to be the best on - 
the subject; The Descent oriJSng- 
land (1969) was praised by 
Hugh Urevor-Roper for its 
scholarship and political on-; 
deretanding; and From Revo - . 
lution to Revolution (1973) was 
described by the Times Utenary 
Supplement as a “four deforce". 
HSs life of Algernon Sidney, The 
Porcupine , was published in 
1989, a memoir of Ivy Litvinoff 
in 1983, and in 1992 he pub- 
lished The Saving of Kenwood, 
the result of years of research 
into the preservation of one of 
Britain’s most famous open 
spaces - a subject dear to his 
Hampstead heart He was a 
prolific reviewer for the TLS, 
and his brilliant insider’s review 
of toe television programme 
Yks, Minister, when it was ax toe 
height of its success in toe 
1980s, will go down in toe 
journal's history. 

Carswell had a gift for 
friendship, many of his friends 
dating backto school or Oxford 
days. With one fellow under- 
graduate, now professor of phi- 
losophy at Oxford, Sir Peter 
Strawson, he had two perma- 
nent annual fixtures: one was 
a w alking and talking holiday, 
toe other a battle with lead toy 
soldiers played at the Car- 
swells’ cottage inBerkshire-a 
game that took two full days 
each year to complete and had 



A Hampstead heart; CarsweH at Kenwood, 1992 


rules so complex that only 
two giant intellects could have 
invented or understood it 
John Carswell was a great 
traveller and an inspirational 
guide to Us family, even if his 
insistence on clinging to out-of- 
date guidebooks could lead to 
trouble; on one fam ous occa- 
sion an 1890 edition Baedeker 
resulted in the family checking 
into what had been a hotel but 
was now a residential home for 
toe infirm. Wherever he trav- 
elled, he was always glad to get 
home to Hampstead, and it was 
here that his energies were fo- 


cused in toe last decade of his 
life: he fought almost single- 
handed the battle to save 
Branch Hill 12 acres of land 
abutting Hampstead Heath, 
from development His victory 
was a triumph, toedimax of a 
lifelong love of the place where 
be was born. He was chairman 
for two years of toe Heath and 
Old Hampstead Society, one of 
the oldest preservation soci- 
eties in the country, and became 
its vice-president 

His battle a gainst p hfli&tin - 

ism was tempered by an imp- 
ish wit and courtly good 


Photograph: Nigel Sutton 


manners. Slightly pedantic in 
style, with a gentle charm, he 
nevertheless pursued what 
he saw as good causes with 
terricr-like tenacity. Earlier 
this year, he edited and had 
published a new edition of Ly- 
ing Awake, the unfinished 
autobiography of his mother, 
which had first been published 
in 1950. He had doae every- 
thing he wanted to do, and dur- 
ing toe last months of his life 
he talked to everyone who had 
been important to him. He left 
his bouse in order. 

- Ruth Gorb 


Christopher Sturman 


Christopher John Sturman, 
local historian: bom Louth, 
Lincolnshire 4 September 
1950; died Colchester, Essex 3 
November (977. 


The Lincolnshire scholar 
Christopher Sturman was one 
of the last Romantics, bora a 
generation out of his time. His 
natural habitat was toe world of 
John Piper, John Betjeman 
and Geoffrey Grigson - all 
strong influences upon him 
and all imbued as he was with 
a sense of place, the glamour 
of landscape and locality. An 
Easter sepulchre in Notting- 
hamshire, a round churchyard 
in Norfolk, toe lonely skies 
over Spurn Point - all became 
infused with his own imagina- 
tion, became emblems of a 
sort of embattled Englishness. 

Editor of the Journal of the 
Society of Lincolnshire History 
and Archaeology since 1988, 
and co-editor (and founder) of 
Lincolnshire Past and Present 
since 1990, he was active in 
many areas of Lincolnshire 
life, his publications ranging 
from work ou toe formation of 
toe salt-marshes to toe intro- 
duction of toe daguerreotype 



Sturman: ’a flypaper mhuP 


into Lincolnshire, and includ- 
ing a book on toe poetry of the 
Tennyson family. During the 
last stages of his illness he was 
still dictating material for a 
forthcoming study of the 19th- 
century painter William Brown 
and his great Panorama of 
Louth, the painting which hangs 
in toe Council Chamber at 
Louth. 

Sturman was bom in Louth 
in 1950 to a Norfolk father and 
a Lincolnshire mother; his 
sense of rootedness was, per- 
haps, paradoxically sharpened 
by a typical RAF childhood, 
spent variously in Singapore, at 
Wintoorpe, near Newark, al 


Swanton Moriey, Norfolk, and 
at Leoonfieid, near Beverley in 
East Yorkshire. At 11 he was 
sent to board at Alfred, Lord 
Tbnnyson’s old school toe King 
Edward VI School in Louth, 
where his intellectual curiosity 
was already much in evidence; 
he had, he used to say, a “fly- 
paper mind" - one to which 
facts adhered effortlessly. Id 
Louth he fell under toe spell of 
Lincolnshire’s salt-marsh land- 
scape and, after a degree in Ge- 
ography, at Christ's College, 
Cambridge, he began doctoral 
research at Queen Mary Col- 
lege, London, into the evolution 
of landscape. 

During this period, Stur- 
znan also worked in toe Lin- 
colnshire Records office and it 
was here that material was 
available to whet his omnivo- 
rous appetite in other ways. He 
began a survey of the develop- 
ment of sunbathing on toe Lin- 
colnshire coast This led him 
back to Tbouysoo, who spent 
childhood holidays at Mable- 
tborpe, and to toat vast Lincoln 
treasurehouse, the Tennyson 
D’Eyncourt letters. In toe 
Bodleian Library he discovered 
toe diaries of John RashdeU, 
friend onfennyson, who became 


toe subject of his 19S2 Brack- 
enbury Memorial Lecture to 
the Tfennyson Society. 

Book-collecting (bibliophfl- 
ia verging on bibliomania) be- 
came a lifelong passion. He 
read widely, particularly topo- 
graphical poetry, and became 
an authority on minor Lin- 
colnshire verse and on the re- 
gional novel in Lincolnshire. He 
always preferred byways to 
highways, in literature as in trav- 
elling, and was much inspired 
by W.G. Hoskins’ Lost Villages 
of England. His most prized dis- 
covery (in an Uppingham 
bookshop) was an edition of 
Tennyson’s Poems Chiefly Lyri- 
cal inscribed in the port’s own 
cramped hand. 

Prom the mid-1980s, there 
was a flood of publkatiaos-on 
matters musical ( Thomas Hax- 
by and organ music, with J.G 
Pfllans), medical (Edward Ten- 
nyson and toe Victorian treat- 
ment of madness), architectural 
(19th-century building in 
Louth), climatological (“the 
drought summer of 1826" in 
Lincolnshire Life), historical 
(Wolley Jolland, the “Louth 
hermit”), topographical (the 
medieval manor at BeUeau) and 
geographical (salt-making on 


toe Lindsey marshland) — as 
well as articles on the Thnnysoa 
circle, many published in the 
Tennyson Research Bulletin. 

to 1992 he edited Some His* 
torians of Lincolnshire, con- 
tributing two articles himself, 
and in 1993 published, with me, 
a book called Poems by Two 
Brothers, on the poetry of the 
Tennyson family. When the 
book came out we, like the Ten- 
nyson brothers, drove down to 
Mablethorpe to “share our tri- 
umph with the winds and toe 
waves". 

Sturman enjoyed a success- 
ful teaching career at Wood- 
bridge school then as Head of 
Geography at Tbetfbrd Gram- 
mar, at St Felix School, South- 
wold, at St Maty’s School. 
Colchester and, until his death, 
at Colchester Sixth Form Col- 
lege. In 1988 he became editor 
of toe Journal of the Society of 
Lincolnshire History and Ar- 
chaeology, he was a natural 
editor - thorough, scrupulous, 
demanding toe highest stan- 
dards from himself and others, 
paying unremitting attention to 
detail, but never losing his 
sense of larger aims. 

His purpose in editing, as in 
all his writing, was to show toe 


role of the local historian 
within toe larger patterns of his- 
torical geographical and liter- 
ary theory. In this he 
anticipated the trajectory of 
current scholarship, which 
seeks to anchor writers in pe- 
riod and place rather than 
thinking of them simply as “for 
all time". 

Chris Sturman’s passion for 
academic research never 
flagged for an instant during his 
illness. On toe morning of his 
death he was eagerly awaiting 
the post which was to bring new 
information on the 19th-century 
Boston printer and book col- 
lector Robert Roberts, for his 
next book, to be called Land- 
scape and Friendship. The two 
nouns suggest toe twin poles of 
his existence. 

He has been buried in salt- 
marsh country, in North 
Somerootcs churchyard, in Lin- 
colnshire. His own long- 
planned epitaph to be placed 
there is from an unpublished 
canto of Ezra Pound: 

A blown husk that is finished, 
but the light sings eternal. 

A pale flare over marshes 
where the salt-hay whispers to tide’s 
change. 

- Valerie Purton 


Lady Tryon 


Australia 3 January 1948, 
married 1973 
(succeeded 1976 as Bam" 

TfyW two sons ^ 


November 1999- 


sfrira'S.-; 

Date Tiyon met a 

ane Fries, whose Ic hahle. 


The Australian dress designer __ considered it 
Dale Ttyoa was both at " t^espandfflgfiS 01 ^ 31 ^ a ^ d 
Mfigorei n^ f ^ 


and a vibrant and suoe^i 

businesswoman in the treach 

erous waters of the interna- 
tional fashion world. From the 


oles in a suitcase, and ** “P 
Semises with another agent in 
GreatTitchfield Street the 


early 1980s her clothes were 

sold in shops from Engfe™ ' ~ street The ores** 

America ro Australia, u ^ Tryon went on to be- 

Spain, and herown boutique m des igner with her own 

Knightsbridge was later joined com ^ ter ^ polyester 

by branches in Salisbury. Hong Japan* and man- 

ufacturing clothes 

Kong. Tbe Prince of Wales s 
nickname for her, Kanga, be- 
fust a label and later, in 


Kong and Dublin. 

She W3S born Dale Harper bi 

Melbourne in 1948, toe daugh- 
ter of a weaWty printing magnate. 
Bany Harper. As a child she suf- 
fered for many years from paral- 
ysis and spina bifida, which she 
fougbi off successfully, the first 
of many health problems which 
were to plague her life. 

It was in 1966 that she first 
met the young Prince Charles al 
a school dance when he was a 
pupil at the Geelong Grammar 
School in Victoria, Her eariy jobs 
in Melbourne included a brief 
stint as a reporter for the soci- 
ety pages of the Australian 
Women 's Weekly. In 1969, when 
she came to London, she worked 
for the London office of the 
Women’s Weekly in Fleet Street. 

A pretty, spirited and viva- 
cious blonde, she had a strong 
sense of fashion and although 
living on a strict budget could 
still be persuaded by toe re- 
doubtable Lady Rendlesbam to 
spend a little in toe sales at toe 
Yves Saint Laurent Rive 
Gauche shop which opened in 
New Bond Street in 1969. 

Dale kept in close touch with 
her sister Cherie, who was an 
air stewardess with Alitalia and 
flew regularly between England 
and Australia. One of Cherie’s 
friends in Melbourne, Patricia 
■fryon. gave the girls a letter of 
introduction to her brother. An- 
thony Tryon, a merchant 
banker at Lazar ds. 

After a couple of years of 
temping in London. Dale pre- 
pared to return to Australia, but 
on the eve of her departure An- 
thony Tryon proposed to her 
over lunch. He then flew half 
way round the world to ask for 
her father s permission to mar- 
ry. Tiyon’s father had been 
Keeper of toe Privy Purse, and 
he himself had been a page to 
toe Queen, so the wedding in 
1973 took place in toe tiny 
Chapel Royal in St James's 
Palace. A daughter, Zoe, was 
bom a year later, followed by 



Tryon: courageous 


cam e ; 

1983, the name of ber shop ra 

Beauchamp Place. 

Seven years later she 
launched toe Pale Ttyon couture 
label with a selection of Italian 
and French textiles. In addition 
to showing her collection from 
her showroom, she exhibited al 
the biannual trade shows at 
Olympia and Birmingham and 
at times enjoyed an annual 
turnover of more than £lm. 
Thanks in part to her business 
success toe family were able to 
move from Ogbmy House at 
Great Durford near Salisbury 
back to toe estate’s Old Manor 
House, which bad previously 

been run as a girls’ school by toe 

dowager Dreda, Lady Ttyon. 

Both the Kanga and Dale 
Tiyon collections were shown at 
high-profile charity events such 
as the Berkeley Hotel Debu- 
tante Ball, toe Fleur de Fleur 
luncheons at toe Dorchester 
and the White Dove Bail at the 
Savoy. The latter two were in aid 
of the Royal Marsden Cancer 
Appeal in which Tiyon had 
become involved thanks to a fel- 
low Australian, toe Melbourne- 
born Lady Buckinghamshire. 
She also organised several balls 
in aid of Sane, the mental health 
charity. By this time toe was re- 
ceiving treatment from the Roy- 
al Marsden for uterine cancer, 
and had also undergone major 
surgery on her back. 

The spirited and courageous 
Dale Tryon was on a heavy dose 
of painkillers, and the unwise 
consumption of vodka and 
champagne led to further trag- 
ic events. Last year, while 
undergoing treatment for ad- 
diction at the Farm Place Clin- 
ic, she fell from a first-floor 
window, broke her back and 
became paralysed. 

Confined to a wheelchair, 
toe then had to cope with more 
misery when her husband of 
nearly 25 years wanted a di- 
vorce. She flew to Australia to 
be with her mother, Jean Harp- 
er, and from there to Delhi for 
homeopathic treatment by Dr 
Mosarif All who was introduced 
to her by toe Prince of Wales. 
The decree nis was pronounced 
on 1 September and she was still 
waiting for toe decree absolute 
when she entered the London 
Clinic a week ago. Lord Tryon. 
their four children, and ber 
brother Derek Harper, were 
with her when she died . 

— Percy Savage 


BIRTHS. 
MARRIAGES 
& DEATHS^ 

DEATHS 

HK3HAM: Jennifer St Clair. On 15 No- 
vember 1997. much-loved sister, 
aunt, godparent, friend and member 
of the co ngre ration of Si CcSiimba's 
by the Castle, with great faith, after 
a rapid illness. A Service of Thanta- 
grving will be held at Augustine 
United Church, 41 George JV 
Bridge. Edinburgh, at 1 lam cm Sat- 
urday 22 November. Family flowers 
only, donations may be sent to 
Prorinczai Overseas Mission, do 
General Synod Offices, Scottish Epis- 
copal Church. 21 Grosveoor Cres- 
cent. Edinburgh EH12 5EE. 

OWEN: Ivan Dale. DL, peacefully, at 
home, on 12 November, otter a shim 
ffloess. Bekwed husband of Maureen 
and father ot Justin. Julian and tbe 
late Jason. Private funeral. Thanks- 
giving service at AU Saints Chnrch, 
mzarth, on Saturday 13 December 
at Ham. Family flowers only, bul if 
desired, donations to the Army * 
Benevoleni Fund, 41 Queen's Gate, \ 
London SW75HR or io the Airiii- i 
tests' ftafcwtlenc Society, 66 ftvtland : 
Place, London WIN 4 AD. | 

For GaxeCta BIRTHS, MARRIAGES A { 

DEATHS, telephone OI7I-2W MB* 


I Birthdays 

j The Right Rev Dewi Bridges, Bish- 
• op of Swansea and Brecon, 64; Sir 
Kenneth Qocas, former senior civ- 
} II servant. 76; Professor Charles 
: Cowan, former Chairman of Con- 
i vocation, London University, 74; 
: Lord Cullen, a Senator of the Col- 
;■ lege of Justioe in Scotland, 62; The 
; Rev Dr Vivian Green, former Rec- 
j ior, Lincoln CoDege, Qrford, 82; Mr 
) David Henunings, actor and direc- 
: tor, 5fr, Mr John Hosier, former Di- 
= rector. GuSdhallSdiool of Music and 
: Drama, 69; Baroness Jay of Padding- 
f ton, Minister of State fbc Health, 5& 
| Sir Gordon Jewjces. former diplomat, 
: 66; Admiral of the Fleet Sir Henry 
j Leach, chairman of Si Duastaa’s (for 
Service War Blinded). 74; Mr Alan 
\ PiyceJonev writer and critic, 89; Pro- 
[ lessor John Quayle, former. Vtce- 
\ Chancellor, Bath University, 71; Mr 
1 Alan Shepard, astronaut, 74; Sir 
| Murray Stuart-South, a Lord 
I Justice of Appeal 70; Sir Tasker 
[ Watkins VC a former Lord Justice 
: ofAppealandfonoerDepatyChief 
i Justice of England, 79: Miss Kim 
! Wilde, singer, 37. 

Anniversaries 

Births Sir William Scbwenck 
Gilbert, playwright and librettist, 
1836; George Horace Gallup, pub- 
lic opinion pollster, 1901. Deaths: 


ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 
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Marcel Pi-ousL writer, 1922; Meroya 
Laurence Peake, writer and artist, 
1968. On this William Carton 
issued his first dated, printed book, 
1477; St Peter's, Rome, was canse- 
craied, 1626; the first Mickey Mouse 
cartoon, Steamboat Wilde, was 
shown, 1928; fire broke out « King’s 
Cross underground station, and 
30 people died, 1987. Today is tbe 
Feast Day of St Mawesor Mandez, 
St Odo of Quay and St Romanus of 

Antioch. 


Lectures 

Gresham College, Bamanfs Inn 
Hall London EC1: Professor Joan- 
na MacGregor and Professor 
Stephen Pratt, "The Challenge of 
Tradition”, Ipm- 

Letcester University: Professor 

Michael Joseph, “Between the Dev- 
il and tbe Deep Hue Sea; is study- 
ing the brain 8 reward or a 
p unishmen t?**. 530pm. 

RIBA Architecture Centre, Lon- 
don Wl: Alan Stanton and Paul 
Williams, ‘Ueretopmg a Language 
1993-97”. 630pm. 

Exeter University: Andrew Tfet- 
tenborn, “Publish - but wiry be 
damned?”, 1.10pm. 

London School of Economies, 
London Wd Professor Stefeno 
Rodota, "Privacy, Identity and 
Citizenship”, 5J0pm- 
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LAW REPORT is No vem b e r 1997 

Acceptance of statement does not preclude 


The fact that a defendant's 
acceptance of an allegation 
made in a statement 
tendered by the prosecution 

under section 3(l)(a) of the 

Drug Trafficking Offences 
Act 1986 had been accepted 
by the Crown Court as 

conclusive did not preclude 
the defendant from 

appealing against the 
confiscation order on the 
ground that he had accepted 
the allegation through a 
mistake of bnv or feet. 

Regna v Emmett and anc n House 
of Lords (Lord Goff of Ctevefc* 
LoniSlynn of Hadley Lari Nzhoils 
cf Brtenheal lord Steyn and Lord 
Gyde) 13 November 1997 


Tbe House of Lords allowed 
toe Crown's appeal against 
the dedskm of the Court of Ap- 
peal quashing confiscation or- 
ders made against Brian 
Emmett and Michael Emmett 
pursuant to tbe Drug Traffick- 
ing Offences Art 1986, and re- 


stored the confiscation orders. 

The respondents had plead- 
ed guilty to being knowingly 
concerned in toe fraudulent 
evasion of toe protaibilian on tbe 
importation of a controlled 
drug contrary to section 170(2) 
of toe Customs and Excise Ma- 
nagement Act 1979. Confisca- 
tion orders were made against 
them by agreement of £1,000 
and £20.705.21 respectively. 
Paul Garikk QC and Ni§d Lkkky 
(SoSatar. HM Customs A Erase J /or 
ihe Crown; Sir him Lawratce QCand 
Anthony Wdcken (Ralph Haeems A 
Col far the respondents. 

Lord 5teyn said chat section 
3(1) of the Drug Trafficking Of- 
fences Act 1986 provided that: 

Wham -(a) the* b tendered to the 
Crown Court by the prosecutor a 
statement as 10 any marten relevant 
!n Ure determination whether ihu de- 
fcndani had benefited from drug traf- 
fiddng or to the assessment or tbe 
value of his proceeds nf drug traf- 
ficking, and (b) the defendant accepts 
to any extent the allegation in the 


statement, the court may, for tbe pur- 
poses of that determination and as- 
sessment, treat his acceptance 35 enn- 
dush% of the matters to which it 
related. 

The questions before their 
Lordships were (1) whether, 
where a defendant had ac- 
cepted an allegation made by 
toe Crown in a section 3(1) 
statement and the Crown 
Court had treated his accep- 
tance of toe allegation as con- 
clusive, he could appeal against 
the confiscation order on the 
ground that his acceptance of 
toe allegation was based on a 
mistake of law or fact, and (2) 
whether the burden was on toe 
appellant to prove that the mis- 
take had caused him to accept 
toe allegation. 

The Crown submitted that 
the general right 10 appeal 
against a confiscation order had 
been excluded by section 3(1) 
in respect of a defendant’s ac- 
ceptance of any allegation in a 
statement tendered by the 


prosecutor which had been 
acted on by the court, relying 
on the judgment in R v Tred - 
wen (1994) 99 Cr App R 154. 

There was, however, a strong 
presumption that except by 
spoafic provision toe legislature 
would not exdude a right of ap- 
peal where such a right was or- 
dinarily available. The focus of 
section 3 was toe Crown Court 
and its language was not apt to 
deal with the jurisdiction of the 
Court of Appeal to bear an ap- 
peal against confiscation or- 
dera even if uncontested and 
arising from a decison under 
section 3(L). The observations 
in Tredwen about the meaning 
and effect of section 3( 1) were, 
therefore. incoirecL 

The answer to tbe second 
certified question was self- 
evident: the burden rested on 
an appellant to persuade toe 
Gourt of Appeal toat his asser- 
tion that his acceptance of any 
allegation in a section 3 state- 
ment was the result of a mistake 


appeal 


of law or fact was correct. 

Lest it be thought that those 
observations were an open 
sesmne to such appeals, toe fol- 
Iowtog matters must be men- 
tioned. The question in such 
cases would not be what mis- 
take counsel had made, but 
what mistake the defendant 
had made, and tbe burden of 
proving it might not easily be 
discharged. The focus in such 
cases would be on a material 
and causativeiy relevant mis- 
take. Even if toe defendant 
could persuade the Court of 
Appeal on those points, the 
court would still have to con- 
sider whether, absent a mate- 
rial mistake, the particular 
confiscation order would nev- 
ertheless have been inevitable. 

In toe present case, where tte 
agreement had been fredy made 

on instructions and had been un- 
aSfected by any mistake, toe 
Court of Appeal had erred, and 
toe appeal would be allowed. 

- Kate O’Hanlon, Banister 
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BAe threatens to 
take Airbus work 
abroad in aid row 
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British Aerospace is threatening 
to relocate some of Its Airbus 
work abroad, amid indications 
that it will be refused £!20m in 
launch aid to develop a new 
stretched version of the A340 Jet. 
As Michael Harrison reports* the move 
would put thousands of jobs at 
risk and raise question marks over 
Britain's role in the four-nation 
consortium. 


The Treasury and the Department of 
Trade and Industry are poised to reject 
BAe’s application for launch investment for 
the new A340-500 and 600 aircraft. 

The development has come as a shock, 
since only last Friday the DTI announced 
a £2Q0m aid package for Rolls-Royce to de- 
velop a version of hs Trent engine to power 
tbe 375-seater Airbus jet. 

The recommendation not to grant gov- 
ernment support to BAe is understood to 
have been made by the Paymaster General, 
Geoffrey Robinson, who has been vetting 
the application as part of his overall re- 
sponsibility for public-private partner- 
ships. Both the President of the Board of 
Trade, Margaret Beckett, who is in New 
Delhi at the moment as pan of trade mis- 
sion to India and Australia, and the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer, Gordon Brown, 
are understood to have discussed the 
situation. 

Spokesmen for both the DTI and the 
Treasury denied that a decision had been 
made, adding that the application was still 
under active consideration. However, a 
BAe spokesman said: u lf the rumours are 
true that launch aid has been refused then 
there will be very serious consequences:” 

It is understood that BAe would review 
its investment strategy with the intention 
of carry ing out the Airbus work in a coun- 
try where government support would be 
forthcoming. 

“It would be reasonable to speculate that 

BAe would look very seriously at whether 
it would want to continue investing in the 
UK as far as the Airbus programme is con- 
cerned," said one senior industry source- 


BAe employs about 6,000 people di- 
rectly on the Airbus programme, making 
wings for the aircraft at Chester, the 
Filton plant near Bristol, Chadderton 
near Manchester and Prestwick in Ayr. 

However, the total number of UK jobs 
dependent ou the Airbus programme is 
reckoned to be nearer 40,000 including sub- 
contractors and suppliers. 

It is thought that one option for BAe 
would be to subcontract its work share on 
the new Airbus to Italy or Spain, which is 
one of the four partners in the consortium. 

A refusal by the UK government to pro- 
vide support for the latest jet could also 
complicate attempts to turn the Airbus 
consortium into a single commercial en- 
tity by 1999 ahead of a flotation of the busi- 
ness. “This is an important moment for 
Britain to be showing an interest in Air- 
bus and a commitment to the business," 
one source said. 

BAe has a 20 per cent stake in Airbus 
while Daimler-Benz and Aerospatiale of 
Ranee each have a 37.9 per cent slake and 
Casa of Spain the remaining 4.2 per cent. 

BAe has now repaid all the launch aid 
received on the Airbus A320 programme 
and expects to repay a further £500m of 
launch aid over the next three years. 

Airbus had planned to confirm the in- 
dustrial launch of the A340-500 and 600 
at the Dubai ahshawbutwas forced to post- 
pone an announcement because of un- 
certainties about UK support for the 
programme. Four airlines have so far an- 
nounced orders for the new aircraft - Vir- 
gin Atlantic, Air Canada, Egyptair and Eva 

Air of Thhran. Airbus is understood to have 
80 orders from seven launch customers. 

The new A340 wfll cost about $2bn 
(£1 Jbn) to -develop in total and mil be able 
to seat 375 passengers - allowing it to com- 
pete directly with some versions of the 
Boeing 747 Jumbo jeL 
’ ■ A Treasury spokesman said last night: 
“A decision has not yet been announced. 
The Government is considering the ap- 
plication against the framework of public- 
private partnerships.” 

The DTI said: “The matter is still un- 
der consideration and a decision will be 
made in due course." 

Outlook, page 21 
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Unalloyed dismay: Sir Brian Moffat, the chairman, announced a 45 per cent slump in pre-tax profits for the first wx months of th* yar, from 

British Steel rails against Government on sterling 


The chairman of British Steel 
yesterday attacked the 
Government over its stance 
on the single currency as the 
company reported a near halving 
in profits and warned of more 
jobs cuts to come. Michael Harrison 
reports on the toll that exchange 
rates are continuing to take on 
the manufacturing sector. 


Sir Brian Moffat criticised the Gov- 
ernment’s decision to rule out entering the 
single currency in this parliament and said 
the Chancellor, Gordon Brown, and other 
ministers should be doing more to talk the 
pound down. 

“I wouldn’t close the door this side of 


the next government. If you can keep the 
door open you are in a better bargaining 
position," he said. 

Sir Brian was speaking as British Steel 
announced a 45 per cent slump in pre-tax 
profits for the first six months of the year 
from £262m to £143m and refused to deny 
reports that 10,000 jobs would disappear 
from its UK workforce over ihe next few 
years. 

The company believes that Britain's 
refusal to contemplate entering econom- 
ic and monetary union before 2002 is 
contributing to the artificially high level of 
sterling which is wreaking such havoc on 
its profits. 

The 20 per cent rise in the value of 
sterling against the German mark in the 
last year has cost British Steel an estimat- 
ed £600m in profits and Sir Brian said the 
Government should be doing more to help 


by talking down the currency. He said that 
he had written to the Chancellor a fortnight 
ago setting out his view and had received 
a reply from Mr Brown saying, in effect: 
“1 hear your words.” 

The exchange rale squeeze has meant 
a redoubling in British Steel’s efforts to re- 
duce its cost base. It is aiming to cut its 
£2_5bn supply bill by up to £500m while 
slashing employee numbers further. The 
UK workforce has fallen by 3,000 in the 
last 12 months to 40,800 and by the end 
of this year will have declined by a further 
2,100, including 600 jobs that will disappear 
with the outsourcing of its IT activities to 
CAP Gemini 

Sir Brian refused to comment on the 
possibility of British Steel taking a stake 
in the German steelmaker Preussag Stahl. 
But he confirmed that plans to invest in a 
$600m (£353m) steel mill in Indonesia had 


been put on the backburaer because of the 
economic turmoil in Pacific Rim countries. 

The fall in profits was due to an 1 1 per 
cent slump in revenues per tonne which 
more than cancelled out a 4 per cent in- 
crease in deliveries to 13 million tonnes 
and a 20-25 per cent improvement in prices 
across the board. However, the decline in 
timings was not as bad as analysis had 
predicted and British Steel shares put on 
3.75p to close at 148.75p. 

Sir Brian said the impact of the strong 
pound was likely to be more pronounced 
in the second half but set against this, the 
company would have the foil benefit of high- 
er prices. Analysts’ forecasts for second-half 
profits vary from £I00m to £20Qm which 
would gjve full-year profits of about £25 0m- 
£350m compared with £45 lm last year. 

Investment column, page 20 
Outlook, page 21 


Tunnel link group 
rules out stopping 
short of London 
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The consortium chosen 
to build the high-speed 
Channel Tunnel rail fink 

yesterday emphatically 

ruled out stopping the 
U line short of central 

London and said its plans 
to raise up to £5.4bn in 
finance and let key 
tunnelling contracts 
remained on course. 
MichoeJ Harrison reports. 

Lrockm & Continental Railways 
(LCR), which was awarded the 
franchise to operate rail services 

to the tunnel in May last year, 
said the option of phasing the 
■ project or ending the route at 
Stratford in Essex or Ebbsfleet 
in Kent had been “discarded as 
fundamentally flawed”. 

Adam Mills, chief executive 

of LCR, said both it and the 
Government were so commit- 
. ted to building the-68-mile link 
. r igh t through to St Pancras 
station in central London that 

the issue of alternatives had not 

' even been discussed with John 
Pfiescott, Deputy Prime Minis- 
ter and Secretary of State for 
A'.- ^Transport, Environment and 
the Regions. 


“There is no doubt in my 
mind that the link wfll be built 

as planned because first that is 

what we are legally contract- 
ed by the Government to do 
and second because ail the 
evaluation we have done shows 
that tbe economics of the 
project would not work if it 
ended anywhere else," Mr 
Mills said. 

He added that preferred 
contractors for £500m worth of 
f unnellin g work into London 
would be announced before 
Christmas with the contracts let 
in the spring. 

LCR also intends to present 
detailed proposals to the City 
covering the financing and 
bufldiiig of the link early in the 
new year ahead of a £5.4bn 
fund-raising exercise in the 
middle of next year. 

Although LCR is still pro- 
ceeding on fife basis of float- 
ing on the stock market as an 
independent business, Mr 
Mills did not rule out partici- 
pation in the project by a third 
parties. . 

The consortium is talking to 
seven other parties inducting 
Rail track about how they could 
help with the financing and con- 
struction of the hnk- 

LCR said it remained con- 



Staples joins 
Amey as CEO 
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John Prescott London & Continental said it bad not even 
discussed alternatives with the Deputy Prime Minister 


fident that the capital cost of the 
project would not exceed £3bn 
in 1995 prices. However, to- 
gether with working capital for 
its existing train operation, 
Eurostar, and financing costs, 
the peak funding requirement 
could reach £5.4bn. 

confirme d that the fire 
inside the Channel Tunnel a 


growth rates for its Eurostarser- 
vk» and said it would set out de- 
tails of its new forecasts to the 


CSymtepresentationeaifynext 
year. EurostarwiH handle about 
6 millio n passengers this year 
compared with a forecast by the 
tunnel operator Eurotunnel of 
6.7 milli on. Eurotunnel put Eu- 
rostar passenger numbers at 9.6 
milli on next year and 10-6 mil- 
lion in 1999. 

Mr Mills said the link was 
stfll on schedule to open, as 
planned, in 2003 and that ten- 
ders had been invited for two- 
thirds of the construction cost. 


Brian Staples, who was ousted 
as chief executive of United 
Utilities four months ago, has 
been appointed to the same 
post at Amey, the road builder 
and facilities management com- 
pany- . , 

Mr Staples is suing United 
Utilities, based in the North- 
east, for damages of up to £2m 
for unfair dismissal United is 
defending the action. Mr Sta- 
ples is also taking United to an 
industrial tribunal and is seek- 
ing extra compensation for 
bonus and share option pack- 
ages. 

Mr Staples was sacked after 
a very public foiling out with Sr 
Desmond Pitcher, the contro- 
versial chairman of Uoited 
who himself was forced to 
leave United last month due to 
shareholder pressure. United 
denies that Mr Staples' decision 
to leave his wife and move in 
with Sir Desmond Pitcher’s 
former secretary was a factor 
in his departure. 

Mr Staples will take over at 
Amey from Eddie King, the 
current chief executive, next 
Monday. Mr King will contin- 
ue as a director until he retires 
in February 1998, when he will 
be 62. 

At his new job Mr Staples 
will be paid a package of arewnd 
a quarter of a million pounds. 
Nefl Ashley, chairman of Amey, 


said Mr Staples’ pay would be 
“commensurate to others in 
the industry — s imilar to Eddie 
King’s”. 

Mr King had a one-year 
rolling contract under which he 
received £255,000 for the year 
to December 1996, which 
included a basic salary of 
£217,000 plus pensions contri- 
butions of £40,000. 

Mr Ashley said Amey was 
not worried by the controver- 
sial circumstances in which Mr 
Staples left United. “Virtually 
everyone I spoke to gave him 
a good write-up. 1 understand 
a clash of personalities oc- 
curred. That certainly doesn’t 
reflect on his capability, skills 
or experience." 

The chairman described Mr 
Staples as being a leading light 
in contracting for the last 20 
years, with a successful spell at 
Tfrrmac. He also had experience 
of facilities management, the 
area which Amey has ear- 
marked for expansion, Mr 
Ashley said . 

Amey plans to make a series 
of acquisitions, and Mr Staples 
will be in charge of deciding 
what to go after, the chairman 
said. 

“He was the driving force 
behind the link-up between 
Norweb and North West Water 
which produced United 
Utilities,” Mr Ashley said. 
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Dust-up at Dial-a-Cab as vote swings against float 


The flotation of Dial-a-Cab, the 
London black taxi cooperative, nas 
: been postponed after hate 
' sent to its financial advisers, 

and a ‘death threat’ was allegedly 

made to a director. 

: Dial-a-Cab had been due to float 
on the Alternative ^estmenth^- 

, ket:mthesprmg.butavateata meet 

.irib on Sunday, attended by L290of 

fafled to get the necessary 75 per cem 

- approval? Only 55 per cent' rfj* 
present voted m fevour of the 
•• Brian Rk^ DiaFa-ttb 5 ^; 

: ^ man, yesterday expressed disappoint 


meat at the vote, saymg that he.and 
all other directors bar one were 100 
per cent behind” the proposals. Btuhs 
view was not sharedbvtfaei^tM- 
drirerswho supported David C3^& the 

vote result to a lack of member 
consultation. “It was presented to us 
as a fait accompli he said- 

Discussion among cabbies oftbe 
proposals prior to Sundays meeting 
SS by clanns and 
ciaims of driver 

entiy sparked by a change of heart by 
mTcS Mr Clegg originally sup- 


poned the plans, but altered his stance 
shortly before Sunday’s meeting. 

“David [Clegg] didn’t want to go 

along with the proposals, but, being on 
the board, he was caught on the horns 
of a dilemma. But we [the drr/ersjtold 
him not to keep bis mouth shut, but 
to speak up,” explained one driver. 

After Mr Clegg’s apparent U-turn, 
internal debate over die conversion 
issue escalated last week. 

“After David withdrew his support, 
Fmriish Trust received some hate 
mail,” Mr Rice said. “Then an argu- 
ment ensued between one of the 
members and David Clegg. The 


member made a remark to David 
along the lines of 1 could murder you’ 
or T could kill yon’. David then no- 
tified the police." 

Dial-a-Cabwas keen to play down 
the alleged death threats yesterday, 
which, following interviews with the 
parties involved, will not be investi- 
gated further by the police. “It was a 
figurative remark, made in the heat of 
the moment," Mr Rice said. One taxi- 
driver remarked: “The man [who 
made the threat] doesn't have the puff 
in him to do anything, quite frankly*. 

Mr Clegg was adamant yesterday 
that he would not be resigning from 


tbe board, despite a request to quit 
from Mr Rice. His decision was sup- 
ported by many taxi-drivers. One 
said: “He’s the only man on the board 
who supports oar views." 

MrRjce said he would not be pur- 
suing flotation proposals. He added: “1 
could do, but! don’t intend to. We were 
20 per cent short [of the required ma- 
jority] and I don’t consider that ... we 
could make up the ground.” 

The flotation issue wfll again be on 
the agenda when the cabbies convene 
a week on Sunday for the annual 
meeting. 

- Lea Paterson 
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enue may start to tail oft The other un- 
certamty is whether Ecoap win be suc- 
cessful in bidding for EPC, Reed 
Elsevier's consumer magazine division, 
McrriQ Lynch says Emap is trading 
on a price/earaings ratio of 18 for the 
year to March 1999 on die basis of fore- 
cast profits of £l58m. That looks cheap 
compared to its immediate peer group, 
Reed and Reuters, but it is lull enough 
compared to expected growth in the low 
teens. 


Sterling dents 
British Steel 


Cash pile is key 
factor at Unigate 


Unigate has been a good investment over 
the past three years as shareholders have 
focused more on the steadily growing 
fresh foods side of the business and less 
on the slowly declining milk arm. Al- 
though the balance of those two has re- 
sulted in only gradually improving 
profits, the re-rating of the shares over 
the past three years has seen them double 
in value to yesterday’s 600p, up 5p. 

Profits for the six months to Sep- 
tember were m line or slightly better than 
analysts' expectations. Pre-tax profits in- 
creased 1 1 per cent to £67.4m thanks to 
higher underlying profits and more in- 
terest on Unigate’s still burgeoning 
cash pile. Earnings per share of 21-3p 
were 10 per cent higher and the inter- 
im dividend rose 7 per cent to 7 Jp. 

Behind the headline figures lay 
good growth in the food operations - 
fresh foods and dairy- and a steady per- 
formance from the Wincanton logistics 
business which is recovering from last 
year s transport problems. 

St lvel’s chilled products were the 
driving force, with the Utterly Butterly 
and Vitalite spreads giving Unigale an 
impressive 24 per cent share of that mar- 
ket and Shape yogurts posting a 25 per 
cent volume gain after a marketing push. 

Dairy recorded an 11 per cent in- 
crease in profits, on modestly rising 
turnover, thanks to lower raw milk 


prices and cost reductions. The prob- 
lems over the past four years since the 
Milk Marketing Board was replaced by 
the private monopoly M3k Marque now 
appear to be behind the company. 

From an investment point of view, 
what matters is what Unigate plans to 
do with its £17Qm cash pile. Sir Ross 
Buckland, chief executive, was pretty coy 
on that subject yesterday, although he 
did say a share buyback was less likely 
than further acquisitions. That is good 
news, because a return of cash to share- 
holders could only expect to enhance 
earnings per share by around 7 per cent, 
whereas a sensible acquisition ought to 
be able to add more in the medium term. 

Even without further acquisitions, 
Unigate’s shares still look reasonable 
value even after their recent run. With 
analysts forecasting an acceleration of 
profits growth to £140m this year and 
£150m next time, they trade on an un- 
demanding prospective price/earaings 
multiple of around 13. That discount 
is probably an unfair reflection of what 
are now much higher quality earnings. 


Emap could 
hit problems 


Its been a bit quieter at Emap since its 
recent boardroom spat, but things have 
been bubbling away in the background, 
as yesterday’s £85m acquisition of 
Macmillan Magazines’ health services 


division indicated. Through the deal, 
Emap has inherited six well-known 
trade titles, inchuiing Times and 
Health Services Journal, and analysts are 
ooafident that Emap wffl be ahte to make 
cost-savings of up to £lm on the busi- 
ness, which made operating profits of 
£S.4m last year. 

Results for the half year to the end 
of September were good, with pre-tax 
profits up 27 per cent to £64.5m. The 
company is taking advantage of the 
buoyant economy and falling paper 
prices by almost doubling its investment 
in its magazines and radio stations this 
year to around £14m. Consumer mag- 
azines turned in a dazzling perfor- 
mance in the UK, although the French 
titles suffered on translation because of 
the strength of sterling and the weaker 
economy across the Channel. 

The second half of the year will see 
some big new launches like Red, a 
women’s magazine which hits the street 
in the UK in the New Year. There win 
also be new launches in France. 

Radio didn’t have such a good tale 
to tell, with advertising growth suffer- 
ing from management changes. The 10 
per cent rise compared with the indus- 
try average of 14 per cent 

Despite the strong figures, there are 
significant question marks over Emap’s 
future. Robin MiBer, chief executive, said 
yesterday that although there would be 
growth in the second half it would not 
be as strong as it has been in the past 
six months. Paper prices are likely to rise 
again, and increases in advertising rev- 


Briti&h Steel is the ultimate cyclical 
stock, riding the twin roller-coasters 
of the economic cycle and the foreign 
exchange markets. The gyrations it ex- 
periences as a result have made the 
company a dismal long-term invest- 
ment but a great opportunity for any- 
one who fancies they have a 
short-tenn economic or financial ays- 
talbaR 

Although the shares are no higher 
than they were in 1989, buying at the 
end of 1992 would have increased your 
investment five-fold in the following 
four years. 

Profits of £143m for the six months 
to September were well ahead of ex- 
pectations although almost halved 
from last year’s £262m, and the shares, 
now 40 per cent owned by bullish 
American investors, nudged 3.75p 
higher to 14g.75p in response. 

The company had warned six 
months ago that the full impact of ster- 
ling’s appreciation had yet to be felt 
and it was right, only a little less than 
expected. 

Demand for the company’s steel is 
actually pretty buoyant just now, with 
the car and construction industries in 
fine fettle - volumes were 4 per cent 
higher and prices have started to 
firm in local currency terms. 

All the benefit was eroded by the 
effects of the soaraway pound, which 
has risen by around 30 per cent against 
the marie, over the past two years. Al- 
most all steel in Europe is traded in 
marks, making British Steel less com- 
petitive against European rivals in 
their markets and more vulnerable to 
imports at home. 

One of the reasons British Steel’s 
shares are so volatile is that small 
movements in currencies can have, a 
dramatic impact on forecasts. One an- 
alyst yesterday hiked his estimate for the 
year to next March from £220m to 
£400m. 

If that is achieved, the company will 
have weathered the current downturn 
a fot better than the previous slump in 
the early 1990s and its big discount to 
the rest of the market, underpinned by 
a 6.7 per cent net yield, might look un- 
justified. 
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IN BRIEF 


BSkyB finance director quits 


British Sky Broadcasting Group said Richard Brooke bad 
resigned as group finance director, with effect from the end 
of this month. He will be succeeded by Nick Carrington, who 
has been chief finan c ial officer since June 1995. Mr Brooke 
will be taking up the position of managing director of St 
James’s Investment Partnership, which specialises in 
developing media projects. 


Sinclair launches £Kh7m bid 


Sinclair Montrose launched a recommended £10.7m offer for 
The Premiere Group. It is offering 22 of its shares for eveiy 
20 Premiere, or 1 1 of its shares and £26.78 in cash or loan notes 
for every 20 Premiere shares. Premiere achieved pre-tax prof- 
its of £670,000 on turnover of £18J9m in the period from 1 
May 1 to 31 December 1996. Sinclair said the acquisition would 
provide opportunities for the enlarged group, enhancing growth 
of Match's healthcare contract business through Premiere’s 
ability to supply clinical and non-clinicaj personnel greater 
geographic coverage and enhanced m argins. 


Racal in Saudi radio deal 


Racal Electronics has been selected by the Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia’s Ministry of Defence and Aviation to supply Pan- 
tber-V VHF tactical frequency-hopping radios to all Royal 
Saudi Land Forces. The agreement will see the local man- 
ufacture and integration of many thousands of radios into 
all main land-based platforms operated by the Saudi Land 
Forces. Racal said it expects this programme to result in or- 
ders worth "well in excess of £ 100m over the next 10 years". 


ABF eyes Spiders’ mills 


Asscria ted British Rxxls said it was considering buying Spillers 

milling operations, a part of Dalgety Food Ingredients. ABF 
ha$ formally approached the Office For Trading for clearance 
to buy the business. In September, Dalgety announced it in- 
tended to sell DF1, which consists of the milling operations and 
Spillers Consumer Foods. No financial details were given. 


C&G ups mortgage rate 


Cheltenham & Gloucester said its standard variable mort- 
gage rate will increase by 0.25 percentage points to 8.7 per 
cent from 20 November for new applicants and 1 December 
for established borrowers. The interest rate on C&G’s Instant 
Transfer Account will increase on 1 December by the same 
amount to 725 per cent gross per annum on all balances. 
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Shell and BP pump 
£1 bn into Russia 


Europe's two biggest oil com- 
panies separately announced 
51.7bn (£lbn) of investments in 
Russia to develop the country’s 
vast oil and gas reserves. The 
moves are the first by Western 
oil companies since Russia re- 
laxed restrictions on foreign in- 
vestment in its oil industry. 

The Royal Dutch/Shell 
Group, the world's biggest 
international ofl company, said 
it would work with RAO 
Gazprom, the largest natural 
gas company, to extract gas and 
500,000 barrels of oil a day. 

British Petroleum, mean- 
while, the world’s fifth-latgest 
oil company; said it would pay 
$750m for a 10 per cent stake 
in AO Sidanco, Russia's fourtb- 
largest oil company, to tap a 
giant Siberian gas field. 

The announcements come a 
fortnight after Boos Yeltsin, the 
Russian President, repealed a 
law that prevented foreigners 
from owning more than 15 per 
cent of a Russian oO company 
and signal a new confidence 
among western oD companies 
in the economic viability of 
Russian oil projects. 

Amoco Corp of the US 
Chicago and EN1 of Italy have 
expressed interest in such pro- 


jects. Exxon Corp, though, is 
waiting to see whether the gov- 
ernment rethinks its derision to 
cancel the company's bid on a 
2 billion-barrel project. 

BP will make its investment 
formal in a signing ceremony at 
Prime Minister Tony Blair's 
office today. 

Shell is buying $lbn worth of 
bonds from RAO Gazprom. It 
will also join with Gazprom and 
AO Lukoil Holding to consid- 
er a bid for RAO Rosneft, the 
last large remaining stale- 
owned oil company up for sale. 

Russia's lifting restrictions on 
foreign investment in oil gives 
big western companies a freer 
hand in bidding stakes in stale- 
controlled companies set to be 
sold in the coming months such 
as Rosneft, AO Lukoil Holding, 
AO KomiTEK, AO East Siber- 
ian, AO Siberian & Urals Oil & 
Gas Chemical Co. and AO 
Norei-oiL Competition for Ros- 
neft, the 10th largest oil pro- 
ducer in Russia, is heating up 
even before the Russian gov- 
ernment sets the auction con- 
ditions. The government wants 
to promote competition be- 
cause it wants to gel the high- 
est possible price and help plug 
a gap in the federal budget. 


Emap set to 
create new 
television 
channel 


Hollick may link with venture 
capital group for football TV 


Guinness Mahon Development 
Capital (GMDC), the venture 
capital company, is considering 
linking with United News & 
Media to develop pay-TV chan- 
nels for Glasgow Rangers and 
Derby County football dubs. 

United already has links 
with GMDC through a £23m 
investment in the group's 
Global Rights Fund. The fond 
specialises in backing unquot- 
ed companies involved in in- 
tellectual properties in the 
media, entertainment, infor- 
mation and leisure industries. 

Gordon Power, managing 

director of GMDC, said yes- 
terday that discussions with 
Rangers and Derby were going 
on. but it would be some time 
before a deal was signed. 
"There are an enormous quan- 
tity of rights available,” he said. 
“The careful management and 
exploitation of sports rights 


needs considerable thought." 

GMDC would provide the 
initial investment in a Rangers 
or Derby channel and would 
oversee the management of 
the dubs' brands internationally. 

United has been having talks 
with a wide variety of dubs in a 
bid to compete with other 
broadcasters such as Granada, 
which last month linked up with 
BSkyB and Manchester United 
to form MUTV. 

Earlier this month. United 
was looking at the possibility of 
linking up with Southampton 
Leisure on a pay-TV channel for 
Southampton football club. 
Lord Ho hide's media group has 
also been linked to plans for a 

Leeds United channel. 

Sony Music Entertainment 
is the other trade investor in 
GMDC’s media fond, with a 
share worth £2m. 

-Cothy Newman 
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Emap, the publishing and 
information group, is expected 
to announce within days the 
development of a new television 
channel called Magic. The 
venture signals the company's 
determination to expand its 
television interests. 

Magic is defined as“atnusc 
channel for thirty-something^ , 
and will start broadcasting on 
cable television in the second 
quarter of next year. 

Tim Schoonraaker, chief ex- 
ecutive of Eraap Radio, is over- 
seeing the company’s expansion 
into television. He said last 
night: "Magic will be more 
music, less chat. It will feature 
contemporary hits and acts 
whose appeal transcends the 
current singles charts." 

Emap already owns a series 
of radio stations under the 
Magic banner, broadcasting to 
6 million people in the North- 
east the North-west and York- 
shire. Mr Schoonmaker said the 
Magic channel would transmit 
the same music to a similar au- 
dience, but across the country. 
The typical viewer would be a 
“32-year-old person with a fam- 
ily," he added. 

Magic will use the same 
format as Emap’s existing mu- 
sic video channel. The Box, 
which the company acquired 
last year. As a result, the in- 
vestment in Magic will be min- 
imal. as the infrastructure is 
already in place. 

The Box is transmitted 24 
hours a day via cable, and in the 
early hours via satellite on 
GSkyB, a joint venture between 
Granada and BSkyB. Emap said 
yesterday the channel was the 
most widely-viewed music chan- 
nel in cable-only households. 

The Magic venture follows 
news last month that F.map was 
considering creating television 
programmes based on some of 
its well-known magazine brands 
such as Just Seventeen, Max 
Power, and FHM. 

Eraap yesterday announced 
pre-tax profits for the six 
months to the end of Septem- 
ber of £64-5m. an increase of 27 

c Cnt ' T ^' at excl “ded a 
u 13.5m profit on disposals in 
the previous half year. The in- 

wT9^ <fe “ <lr0 “ 15 P erCenl 

- Cathy Newman 


07000 


Our number helps us 
to do more business. 

Does yours? 

Call 07000 70 70 70 


PERSONAL 

NUJV1BER 


il 


HP 


kV 


4 : 


a < 


zy it 




•> * 


t*Jwt 


%nese st 

\ ... 

country’s 



v-va 


■V» 




* -o 



* 



* 



V- <• 

? v_ ~ T" "'n^\§3ysflr» 



■vw#A 









21/BUSINESS 


THE INDEPENDENT 
TUESDAY 
IS NOVEMBER 1997 
21 








to 

& 

^-0 



OUTLOOK 

ON THE BANKING 
CRISIS IN JAPAN 
AND THE ARGUMENT 
OVER AIRBUS 
LAUNCH AID 
FOR BAe 


Japan’s crisis demands international action 


It could only happen in Japan. Far from 
causing another precipitous plunge in the 
Tbkyo stock market, the first ever post war 
collapse of a major Japanese commercial 
bank was greeted with unrestrained glee 
yesterday, with the Nikkei rebounding a 
8 per cent. While this might seem a 
curiously perverse reaction tnn catacfy smfc 
event, it is not altogether without reason. 
If the Japanese authorities are prepared 
for the first time to allow a big bank to 
go the wall, then that means they have an 
underlying confidence in the system, they 
believe that even if this bankruptcy is fol- 
lowed in short order by others, the dam- 
age to Japan’s economy would be limited. 

Furthermore, the insolvency seemed to 
be dealt with in a thoroughly business like 
and calming manner. The Bank of Japan 
stands ready to provide loans that will en- 
able depositors in Hokkaido lakushoku 
Bank to get their money back, while the 
Bank's non performing loans are to be tak- 
en over by the Deposit Insurance Cor- 
poration. a Government backed fund 
that will work the loans out over a peri- 
od of time. All very satisfactory. 

The trouble is that from a Western 
point of view it is hard to see how any- 
thing has really changed. Is this not just 
more smoke and mirrors from the Japan- 
ese authorities? Finally a Japanese bank 
has been prepared to admit what every- 
one has known for years, that it is insol- 
vent. We have now entered the next 
stage of this great Japanese illusion, that 
it is possible to have a painless insohren- 
«y* 


Whole the process of bankruptcy is con- 
fined to just a few players, it may just about 
be possible to pull off this slight of band. 
But if there is a more serious spill over 
into the Japanese financial system, then 
the illusion becomes much more difficult 
to maintain. At this stage, the Japanese 
authorities can get away with the pretence 
that no public money is being applied to 
the bail ouL That would plainly not be pos- 
sible if the process began to snow ball Hie 
chances of this happening are not as re- 
mote as might be hoped. Any use of Gov- 
ernment money could prove unacceptable 
to the Japanese electorate. 

Without much more positive action by 
(be Japanese Government than we have 
seen so far to stimulate Lhe Japanese econ- 
omy there is no reason to suppose that the 
present bounce in the Nikkei is any more 
than temporary (for the reverse view on 
this see Hamish McRae on page 23). fty- 
cbologically, the Japanese Government is 
already in that phase of thinking where 
the last thing it wants to do is provide a 
new fiscal stimulus. It is in rebuild the pub- 
lic finances mode, not slash taxes frame 
of mind. That in turn is going to put fur- 
ther pressure on Japan's beleaguered 
banks. The ruling LDP party has proposed 
some use of public money to recapitalise 
the banking sector through the issue of a 
new dass of preference share, but the tim- 
ing of this assistance is in the lap of the 
gods. It could be years away. The need is 
more urgent 

If the Nikkei sinks below the 15,000 lev- 
el, then the system moves into melt down 


territory. Holdings of Japanese equities 
provide an important pan of the reserves 
of all Japanese banks. At 15,000 and be- 
low, liabilities begin seriously to exceed 
legal reserve limits, there would be a loss 
of confidence, and the cost of propping 
up the banks might become prohibitive. 
Already there is worrying evidence of this 
spectre in the rising cost of the “Japan pre- 
mium". the premium over the norm 
which Japanese banks have to pay for 
international money. 

So are there no solutions? There are 
two possible avenues of escape, both hint- 
ed at by Larry Summers, the US Deputy 
Treasury Secretary, during trade talks in 
Japan over the past few days. The first is 
the possibility of an international lifeboat 
for the region's ailing banking system. If 
this were seriously to be offered, there 
would have to be a quid pro quo, which 
would be measures to restimulate the 
Japanese economy and strengthen the yen. 
Neither of these two options would have 
seemed possible even three months ago, 
but the political will may now be there. 

It is a measure of the seriousness of the 
region's economic plight that Mr Summers 
now g ams a hearing for measures like 
these. The addition of Korea to the re- 
gion's list of casualties has underlined the 
extreme dangers of the present crisis. Even 
Korea has entered the game of compet- 
itive devaluation. With economic growth 
across the region in full retreat, deflation 
and protectionism may not be Ear behind. 
Certainly some form of coordinated in- 
ternational action has become a matter 


of urgency. It is still all too easy to think 
of the financial crisis of the ftr East as 
somebody else’s problem. Perhaps un- 
fortunately, the world just isn’t like that 
any more. The Far East’s difficulties are 
all too quickly likely to become our own. 

Why BAe should 
get launch aid 

In an interesting twist to the old adage 
about carts and horses, Whitehall looks 
like it is about to put the horse before the 
cart by granting la unc h aid for the engine 
that win pull the new Airbus jet but not 
for the aircraft itself. 

Rolls-Royce was handed £200m in 
launch investment last week to go away 

and build a new Trent engine to power the 

stretched Airbus A340. But just when 
British Aerospace thought it was about to 
get a similar handout to wake the wings, 
the Paymaster General, Geoffrey Robin- 
son, appears to have dug bis heels in. 

Thing; are sticky enough in Dubai at the 
best of times. When this piece of unwelcome 
news filtered through to BAe executives at- 
tending the local air show yesterday the re- 
sponse was a collective outbreak of cold 
sweats. A lot of taxpayers' money feat stake 
here - the BAe and Rolls Royce aid appli- 
cations together come to£32Qm. Nor is BAe 
noticeably short of cash with a£10bn order 
book and the drip feed of the Al Yamamah 
arms for ofi project with the Saudis to keep 
it ticking over for the next decade. 


Yet it would appear odd to back the 
engines and not the airframe when the 


vmum ii u u » . , 

it will get a commercial return from the 
stretched A340 programme. It would 

seem aD the odder when the Gennans and 

French are backing the programme and 


bus are jockeying to pat their respective 
industrial partners in tbe driving Seat when 
the consortium is turned into a commer- 
cial entity in 1999- . , , 

It is always possible that this is a last 
minute piece of brinkmanship on the part 
of the Government designed to extract a 
better deal for the taxpayer, ft is always 
posable that BAe has played its hand bad- 
ly by m fl king it obvious that the new Air- 
bus would go ahead whether it received 
launch aid or not- tbe trap that Rolls fell 
into when it asked for and was refused aid 
for the original Trent programme. 

It is always possible that B Ae's threat 
to up sticks and build the wings on the 
Continent is a hollow one. Given BAe’s 

existing Airbus investments in the UK and 

its highly trained workforce here, this 
could prove a highly costly fit of pique, 
dwarfing the size of the launch aid BAe 
is trying to extract. All the same, this is 
an odd way for tbe natural party of busi- 
ness to go about cementing its new-found 
friendships. 

The Government should cough up the 
money and be done. If this is such a sure- 
win comm erica! proposition as the 
Government suggests, then it mil get its 
money back in spades anyway. 


= "asset to 
create new 
television 
channel 




Hong Kong gains breathing space but Korea suffers further 
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The surge In the 
Japanese stock market 
yesterday gave a fillip to 
other Asian markets, 
particularly Hong Kong. 
However, Stephen Vines in 
Hong Kong reports that 
Tokyo’s rise failed to 
help neighbouring South 
Korea avoid share price 
and currency falls. 


The blue chip Hang Seng Index 
in Hong Kong rose 4.6 per cent 
both on the good news from 
Tbkyo and on hopes that higb 


interest rates were set to ease. 
Miles Rimington, from Crosby 
Securities, said that traders saw 
what was happening in Tbkyo 
and were mindful of Friday’s 
rise in WfeU Street, ensuring that 
there was “certainly going to be 
a positive feeling". 

No one is expressing un- 
qualified optimism but market- 
makers have noted that the 
recent slump in share prices has 
been broken by three days of 
solid gains, taking the stock 
market up 8.45 per cent. 

With the Hang Seng Index 
now at 10,419, comfortably 
above the 10.000 level, there is 
hope that it might test 11,000 


which could be spurred tty a 
favourable outcome to a three 
day "financial s ummi t" now 
under way in the Chinese cap- 
ital, where senior leaders are 
discussing financial reforms. 

As usual tbe Chinese au- 
thorities are not forthcoming 
about the agenda but it is be- 
lieved that discussions will 
focus on urgently needed re- 
form of the banking sector, 
which, by and large, is techni- 
cally bankrupt. 

Estimates of the level of bad 
debt vary but it seems that some 
13 per cent of loans are non- 
performing. The challenge for 
the Chinese leadership is to 


turn the banks into commercial 
institutions, operating on 
recognised lending criteria. 

Meanwhile in South Korea 
the central bank has put im- 
mense pressure on the govern- 
ment to consider economic 
reform by suddenly withdraw- 
ing its effort to prevent the fur- 
ther devaluation of the currency. 

Having declared that it was 
bolding a “Maginot line" to 
keep the Korean won below an 
exchange rale of 1,000 to the 
US dollar, the bank said yes- 
terday it would no longer in- 
tervene in the money markets. 
The won promptly slipped to a 
historic low of 1008.6. 
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Tokyo in turmoil: A willingness to let an unhealthy bank go wider appears to have reassured the markets 

•Japanese stocks rally despite collapse 
of country’s tenth biggest bank 


1 1 % 


During a remarkable day 
in Tokyo yesterday, the 
stock exchange scored 
one of its biggest ever 
gains, just hours after 
seemingly catastrophic 
news: the long-awaited 
collapse of the country’s 
tenth biggest bank. 

Richard Uoyd Pony reports 
from Tokyo. 

The Nikkei average of 225 
leading shares rose by 1,200 
points or8 per cent, to close at 
16,283, the fourth larges! per- 
centage increase in its history. 
Remarkably, yesterday's rise 
followed the morning an- 
, nouncement that Hokkaido 
■lakushoku Bank was to be- 
come the first Japanese com- 
mercial bank to ever to go out 
ofhusiness. 

On Friday, after a traumat- 
ic month which saw currencies 
and stock markets plunge 
around Asia, the Nikkei index 
had sunk below tbe 15,000 
barrier, and yesterday’s unex- 
pected surge appeared to re- 
flect confidence that after years 
of irresolution, the problem of 
had debts in Japan’s banking 
system was finally being ad- 
dressed. Hiroshi Mitsuzuka, 
the ■ Finance Minister, an- 
nounced yesterday that the 
Bank of Japan would provide 
special loans to cover with- 
drawals by Hokkaido Taku- 
sfaoku depositors, and hinted 
that public funds may also be 
Indrawn upon. The bank’s non- 


performing loans will be 
bought out by tbe Deposit 
Insurance Corporation, a 
government-backed fund. 

This combination of support 
for individual depositors coupled 
with a willingness to let an un- 
healthy bank go under appears 
to have reassured tbe markets 
that the government is serious 
about financial reform while 
keeping casualties to a mini- 
mum. “Tbday’sstep underscores 
that the authorities are pre- 
pared to let capitalism work." 
said Jesper Roll, the chief econ- 
omist of J P Morgan in Japan. 
“The previous Japan doctrine of 
'too small to faff has been aban- 
doned and full-blown consoli- 
dation is now under way" . 

Until two years ago, Japan- 
ese financial Institutions oper- 
ated in a highly regulated and 
protected environment under 
the wing of the powerful Min- 
istry of Finance, which has tra- 
ditionally propped up ailing 
banks. Recently however, in an 
attempt to recover from a lin- 
gering slump, the Japanese 
government has promised to 
open up tbe financial markets 


to new competition and be- 
come less tolerant of lame 
ducks. Since 1995 three re- 
gional banks and several cred- 
it unions have gone under. 
Hokkaido Takushoko (also 
known as Hokutaku) is the first 
of the "23 big “city” banks to fell, 
and analysts in Tokyo predict- 
ed yesterday that it would not 
be the last. 

Japanese banks declared 
problem loans worth 27.9 tril- 
lion yen (£132bn) at the end of 
March, but independent reck- 
onings put the true total much 
higher. Serious problems could 
arise if the liabilities of busted 
banks exceed the capacity of the 
Deposit Insurance Corpora- 
tion, which was set up to pro- 
tect depositors and maintain 
confidence. Yesterday, the US 
deputy treasury secretary, 
Lawrence Summer, urged the 
government to use public mon- 
ey to bail out lenders. But the 
use of public funds to save ill- 
managed institutions has 
proved disastrously unpopular 
in the past, and the political 
risks are high. 

Hokkaido Tikushoku, based 


Japanese Yen to US $ 


fydangBiate 

130 

125 

120 

115 — 

110 — 

105 — 

'Wm 


in Sapporo on the northern is- 
land of Hokkaido, was known 
to have been ailing for months, 
and in August, it closed most of 
its overseas operations. Last 
month it postponed a planned 
merger with another Hokkaido- 
based bank after disagreements 
over how to handle its burden 
of bad debts, which were known 
to total ¥935bn at the end of 
March. 

• “In addition to lower cred- 
it ratings and weak stock prices, 
which reflected recent worries 
about the creditworthiness of 
our bank, the recent collapse of 
financial firms has made it in- 
creasingly difficult for us to 
raise money in the short-term 
money market,” the bank said 
in a statement yesterday. “W: 
had to reach a judgement that 
we would not be able to con- 
tinue our operations.” 

• The failure will no doubt 
mean an increase in the so- 
called “Japan premium”, the 
mark up on borrowing which 
Japanese banks face on the in- 
ternational market. Yesterday 
morning, three-month Euro- 
dollar loans in the interbank 
money market in London were 
costing Japanese institutions 
0.46 per cent higher than 
European and US banks. 

In Hokkaido, tbe day-to- 
day operations of Hokutaku 
will be taken over by North 
Pacific Bank. Among the 
victims of the failure will be a 
tie-up with Barclays Bank 
which agreed last June jointly • 
(o develop new financial 
products with Hokutaku. 

Hamish McRae, page 23 
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court convenes in 
3 minutes, fax me the 
legal precedent now 


If you need important information, if you need it fast and 


you need it on the move - you need One 2 One. 


Our Fax & Data facility lets you.use your One 2 One mobile 


phone service to send and receive information of all kinds 


throughout our national* and international** coverage area. 


And you don’t need to be technically expert to recognise the 


real value of being able to send and receive- foxes, 


spreadsheets, ales figures, e-mail or technical data white 


you're out and about 


Whatever your needs, we are ready to show you a system that 


will suit you - and that is competitively priced. 


find out more, call 


0500 525 525 


quoting ON3094 or visit our website 


http://www.0ne20ne-c0.uk 


Best of all, your Fax Et Data calls cost as little as ISp a minute 
me VAT. No other digital mobile phone service offers mobile 
Fax & Data daytime rates that low. In fact, you can even use 
your free lime* for fox ft Data calls. 

All you need do is call 0500 525 525 and we’ll put you in 
touch with your local centre of expertise - they'll give you 
all the information and advice you need to get up and 


running right away. 


To find out how your business could benefit from being 


able to share information in and out of the office, call 


One 2 One today. 


one 2 one 


our mobile phone service gets business rafting 


OncJOncoTCptanspieaseuef w Why should 2 ^ 2 One number, h, nrformamr. afoul rite 
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clouds retreat but thin trading makes for an 


unreal surge 
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uncertainty was not dear. 

Volume, at 584.9 mill ion, 
was not much above the stock 
market’s alleged break-even 
level and some described 
Footsie's heady progress as 
one of the most unreal surges 
ever experienced- 

It was very much a blue 
drips party. The supporting 

Midcap shares experienced lit- 
tle more than a nodding ac- 
quaintance with the advance 

and down among the little ’uns 


Share spotlight 

share pritt, panes 


to the excitement. 

Among insurers, where 


em atmosphere had the pre- 

dictably soothing influence on 

there is an almost ceaseless HSBC, up 6 ip to 1 . 477 p, and 
flow of bid speculation, it was Standard Chartered, 20 p to 
the turn of Sun life &. Provin- 
cial to lead the charge with a 
25 p advance to 388 p. Com- 
mercial Union and General 
Accident joined the fun. 

Norwich Union, still the 
favourite insurer to encounter 
bid activity, shrugged off a neg- 


642 p. The Hong Kong market 
recovered 4.6 per cent after 
shares in Tbkyo bad responded 
to Japanese government 
action over a troubled bank- 
ing operation. 

Excitement erupted on the 
oQ pitch despite lower erode 
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In Japan’s darkest hour, signs 
that the worst may be over 



HAMISH 

McRAE 

ON THE BULL 
CASE FORA 
BATTERED 
ECONOMY 


Tbe moment when things look 
truly dreadful usually proves to 
be the turning point - just as the 
moment when the future looks 
most rosy is the moment to sell. 
Since everyone at the moment 
is so convinced that the Japan- 
ese bear market has further to 
run. dedkated con trarians ought 
at least to be considering that this 
is the moment to plunge bade in. 
Absurd? Maybe. At least, too 
early? Quite possibly. But let’s 
look at the bull case. 

It is easier to start by think- 
ing in terms of the economy 
rather than tbe share market, for 
two reasons. First, the particu- 
lar characteristics of the Japan- 
ese equity market, with its large 
cross-holdings and hence rela- 
tively small proportion of stock 
that can be traded mean that it 
is particularly vulnerable to 
mood swings. And second, be- 
cause the market has been so 
manipulated by the authorities 
during the first half of the 1990s 
-being artifirialfy propped by the 
so-called ‘'price keeping opera- 
tion'' - it might be some time 
before an economic recovery is 
reflected in share prices. 

Start with tbe bad news. If you 
look at the economy, the second 
quarter of this year was 
catastrophe- ville. It is not often 


that the GDP of a developed 
economy declines at an annual 
rate of 11.2 per cent, but the 
Japanese one managed that in 
the second quarter. The culprit 
was a collapse in private con- 
sumption, down at a nnual mte 
of21 percent, in response to the 
rise in the sales lax. You can catch 
a feel for the scale of the disas- 
ter by looking at the first graph, 
showing registrations of new 
cars. These had been slowly re- 
covering from the recession in 
1994 and surged at the end of Iasi 
year in anticipation of the rise in 
tbe tax. Then they fell off tbe cKff. 

Inevitably this collapse in 
consumer demand has hit in- 
dustrial production. We tend to 
forget that the Japanese manu- 
facturers are much more de- 
pendent on the home market 
than ours: only 9 per cent of 
GDP is exported, against 28 per 
cent here. Until the beginning of 
this year manufacturing has 
been recovering nicely (middle 
graph). True, it was stiflbekjw the 
peak of 1990, and if anyone had 
suggested in 1990 that industri- 
al production seven years later 
would be no higher, it would 
have been dismissed as absurd. 
Still, cover the left-hand ride of 
the graph with your hand and it 
doesn't look bad at alL But now 
it is starting to nudge back down 
again, largely in response to 
domestic weakness. 

So why, after this build-up, is 
there a case that the worst is 
over? Here are four reasons. Fust 
and most important, the period 
of price destruction - that ex- 
pression which describes the 
process where Japanese com- 
panies were having to sell their 
products at ever-kwer prices - 
may be over. The graph on the 
right from the Bank of England’s 
latest Quarterly Bulletin, shows 
bow both consumer and pro- 
ducer prices have quite sudden- 
ly pulled from negative to 
positive territory. If you are wor- 
ried about inflation, fears of 
higher interest rates and all that 
the move from falling to rising 
prices aright seem bad news. But 
if you are worried about the 
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dead-weight of debt on the books 
of both companies and banks, a 
little inflation is a very helpful 
thing, for it reduces the real size 
of the debt. Provided nominal 
rates do not rise in response, it 
also reduces real interest rates. 
A little inflation therefore is ex- 
actly what Japan needs. 

Second, the collapse of de- 
mand in the second quarter 
ought to he a one-off affair. 
Deutsche Bank is now forecast- 
ing consumption rising at an an- 
nual rate of between 2 and 3 per 
cent through next year; nothing 
special but ai least the sign is pos- 
itive rather than negative. 

Third, it looks as though the 
yen will continue to weaken. Do 
not expect this to have a mate- 
rial impact on the volume of ex- 
ports. which will in any case be 
depressed by the chaos in East 
Asia. But it will help export 
profitability, and the sight of 
more profitable companies will 
boost corporate confidence, 
and in turn market confidence. 

For nearly two decades 
Japanese companies have sold 
investors the line that profits are 
unimportant and growth is what 
matters. Capital was too cheap. 


SoureaJJnVDaftttw Maiga SrwM 

and investment was frequently 
wasted. Low returns on capital 
distinguished Japanese busi- 
ness from the rest of tbe world. 
Now the returns available on 
Japanese securities are be- 
coming more “normal" as 
prices fall, but the usual argu- 
ment is that further falls are nec- 
essary. That is right: you can 
make a case on those grounds 
for a Nikkei-Dow at 10,000 or 
below. But a rise in profitabil- 
ity, and more important, a shift 
in the corporate culture to- 
wards recognising the need for 
profits, means that present 
levels look more reasonable. 

Finally, there is the mood of 
reform. Effective reform has 
largely been stalled by political 
opposition. One small sign that 
the impossible is becoming pos- 
sible tame wifo the bank colfcpse 
and subsequent intervention by 
the government. The events 
yesterday do not in themselves 
support the sharp rise in tbe 
stock market, but I think the 
market is trying to tdl us some- 
thing more. I think it is trying to 
tell us that the political consen- 
sus in Tokyo is shifting towards 
reform: not just window-drcss- 
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ing reforms designed to appeal 
to foreigners, but a deep-seated 
culture of reform, which recog- 
nises past failure. 

It is very difficult, if you 
have an apparently successful 
economic model, to recognise 
that its ran of success has come 
to an end. But until you do, all 
reforms are going to be half- 
hearted, dealing with symptoms 
rather than the underlying 
weakness. Back in the 1950s 
Japan experienced a period of 
dreadful labour imwst cimiTar 
to the trouble in Britain in the 
1970s, This resulted in the co- 
operative model which drove 
Japan's commercial renaissance, 
just as the (very different) re- 
sponse to the British disease set 
in train tbe economic recovery 
in this country. 1 don't t hink that 
Japan Ioc is quite ready yet to 
confront its failure, but many 
people within Tokyo are cer- 
tainly ready to do so. Eventually 
they will win the argument 

This may all be too early. 
Conventional wisdom is that 
there is worse to come. But the 
darkest hour is just before 
dawn; and it Is pretty dark at the 
moment 
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the boywho asked: “Ifyou’recbef executive, 
how come you look soyoBBgr TheehaDcnge 
of revitalising Barclays Capital after the sale 
.fDTnr. and enroorate finance busi- 



KobinBDSson, a partner with the law firm Ever- 

sbeds, has been reported to the police by his 
local council for criminal damage, after he was 


A nice young man called Jim O’Donnell is 
preparing to become a priest in the Roman 
Catholic Church. Nothing remarkable in 
that l you might say. Except that Mr O’Don- 
nell is chief executive officer of HSBC James 
Capel in London and chief executive officer 
and president of HSBC Markets in New York. 

Described by colleagues as “a very rich 
yo u n g man", Mr O’Donnell, 36, worked at 
Nat West before joining HSBC, where be has 
worked in his present transatlantic role for 
tbe last three years. Tbe native New Yorker 
will give up control of the UK equities divi- 
sion this month and finally leave the bank in 
New York next summer. 

His boss, Bernard Asher, says he wanted 
to inform staff of Mr O’Donnell’s decision to 
leave (be bank immediately rather than 
letting it leak out slowly. Mr Asher said: “He’s 
been thinking about it for a considerable 
period. Its touching to see someone with such 
a vocation." 

No successor has been selected yet, so Mr 
O’Donnell's deputy, Krishna Patel, will take 
over his responsibilities in the interim. 

Speaking of leading City figures with voca- 
tions, it is a little known fact about Bob 
Diamond, chief executive of Barclays Capital 
(the investment banking division of the Bar- 
days Group), that he was once a teacher. Mr 
Diamond folly intends to return to the groves 
of academe when he’s finally had enough of 
the high stress world of capital markets. 

So he was in his element yesterday show- 
ing a party of children from King Alfred’s 
School in North London around the trading 
floor at Barclays Capital, Canaiy Wharf. 

“Your telephone bOl must be veiy large." 
said one child on being told that part of the 
function of a trader is to bum the telephone 
line 24 bouis a day to his counterparts in 
Tokyo, New York and Hong Kong. 

Another asked for advice on how to invest 
his pocket money. “A potential client,” Mr 


outside his home in Hampstead, London. 

The strange incident happened last month 
during a legal dispute between Camden 
Council and Mr Ellison, according to The 
Lawyer magazine. Tb^council wants to use 
the land as an access point for six units of 
“affordable housing". 

A council employee, who was passing by, 
claims she saw a man fitting Mr Ellison's de- 
scription, wearing jeans and a woolly jumper, 
brushing black point over the double yellow 
lines at the crack of dawn. 

Earlier, according to Camden Council. Mr 
Ellison bad erected bollards on the land, 
claiming it was his. 

When the Council tried to remove them 
he took out an ex parte injunction. The in- 
junction was overturned, and earlier this 
month he discontinued his daim to prove own- 
ership of the land a week before the trial. Mr 
Ellison agreed to pay the council’s costs. 

Mr Ellison was unavailable for comment 
yesterday. 

John Rndgard has selected Michael Hughes, 
formerly of Guinness, to succeed him next Jan- 
uary as chief executive of Buhners, the cider 
maker which Mr Rudgard has served for the 
Iasi 33 years. 

*Tm standing down at my own request. I’ve 
been chief executive for the last 10 years and 
I think it's time to hand over to a younger 
man," Mr Rudgard said yesterday. 

When he retires next year at the age of 58 
Mr Rud gar d will cany on with the usual mix 
of non-executive directorships and private in- 
vestments common to senior businessmen. He 
will alsn devote more time to his one-ion 
sailing boat, called the Isithotinhcre? 

“It got its name because the only thing ray 
wife and I argue about is the temperature 
inside our bouse," says Mr Rudgard. 

British Steel may be the highest yielding stock 
in the Footsie but there is one group of in- 
vestors who don’t seem to care that the shares 
have gone nowhere in tbe last 10 years. US 
investors now own 40 per cent of the com- 
pany. having more than doubled their share- 
holdings in the last 1 1 months, oblivious to 
the meltdown in profits. 

lo thank them for their unstinting support, 
the British Steel chairman Sir Brian Moffat 
last night flew out to New York to host a slap- 
up dinner, organised by Gold man Sachs and 
the Twenty One Gub. 
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An economic upturn has 
fuelled demand for 
constantly-improving 
levels of service. 
Businessmen themselves 
are delighted - which is 

more than can be said 

for their company 
accountants. 
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if you are a consumer. 

“Historically, UK has had 


Because we offer over 30 destinations in Spain and more than ZO in Latin Anerica. 

- - • — - 70 — w ™ wr, "“- .** 

_ — i— *«- — *' d ” te “ “ - ' w “ * - “ W ™ “ 


Spain and Latin America. 



-"SKS.*- sSVTSJ-"- 

?ssrs. £» ~<ss^r££ 

ZJSZSJSZZ B-SSS 

Sromfortable seats or the _ inquiry in history know 

sv^est arrival lounge 

I hfavc cost the airlines a fortune capacity and a fifth _l«_ 

i someone has to pay - if agreed -will not 

WP-t-SK operatinguntflsome^mtno 

axedandrefreshedthatb^ rnfflcrmium. YeU^NeU 

ss travellers appear, th Tavlor argues on page - ’ 

Portable are company ac- g'^^ess travellers are 

untan ts. overlooking the increasing op - 
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BY SIMON 
CALDER 
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inks, I’ve 


Leading the way to Spain and 
Latin America. 

/ 


Utau on iuiv, # — - 

from Stansted in Essex to a cou- 
ple of obscure airports in Swe- 
den and Norway, which it labels 
“Stockholm South" and “Oslo 
South” respectively. A pair of 
entrepreneurs from southern 
Europe are opening up Luton 
as a cut-price gateway. British 
Airways itself announced yes- 
terday that it planned to launch 
its own no- frills airline offering 
cheap fares to Europe. 


JHWWH vb • — 

page 26, Rhiannon Batten of- 
fers more homely alternatives 
for visitors to Europe's premier 
business city, London. 

You cannot, for the forsee- 
able future, pay for your Lon- 
don hotel with the euro. While 
politicians bicker about Britain's 
participation, transaction costs 
continue to add considerably to 
ihe cost of doing business 
abroad. David Watts suggests 

■ !* _ V L nn , rtln.tin MW 
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cheap fares to turopc. aorouu. l«viu na.« 

But what hinders the plans ( apposite) how plastic can take 

of Stelios Haji-Iaonnou of easy- some of the strain. 
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Jet and Franco Mancassola of 
Debonair is that Heathrow and 
Gatwick are the first choices for 
most business travellers. These 
two airports have achieved the 
critical mass that permits fre- 
quent services: if you miss the 
Heathrow departure to JFK. 
there will be another one along 
in an hour - if not sooner. 

There’s a good chance that 
the aircraft you fly on will he op- 
erated by American Airlines or 
British Airways. But the alliance 
which both are keen to form is 
still stacking over Brussels, 
waiting for the congest ion of 
competition legislation to clear. 
Meanwhile the Star Alliance is 
up and flying, with business trav- 
ellers able to benefit from 
through check-in and easy 
transfers on some of the world's 


The first opportunity that 
many British business travellers 
will have to use the euro will be 
on the Heathrow Express, a de- 
velopment that shows the fore- 
sightedness of at least some 
some of Britain’s rail operators. 

The railway is a 19th-ccntuiy 
innovation that is undergoing a 
resurgence (post-privatisation 
problems within the UK not- 
withstanding). Another 19th- 
century development, tele- 
communication, is girdling the 
globe with high-speed digital 
links. But predictions that tele- 
commuting and video-confer- 
encing will replace business 
travel appear unfounded. Just 
as touring art galleries on the 
Internet will never match the joy 
of a Hockney original, nothing 
can beat a face-to-face meeting. 
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The Heathrow Express will be along next year. But for now 


• • • 


Getting from Britain’s 
biggest dty to Europe’s 
busiest airport has never 
been easy. From June, 
the Heathrow Express 

Should simplify matters. 
Jin' the meantime, says 
Simon Crider, the 
competitors for least- 
bad way to Heathrow 
are many and various. 


^ So yon think you know your air- 

port codes, from ABZ (Ab- 
• ■ Aerieen) via LHR (Heathrow) to 
j ZAG (Zagreb)? OK, then, 

identify QQP. 

The trick in this question is 
that QQP is not an airport at ail, 
but a railway station - P ad ding . 
ton, London W2, to be precise. 
But from next June, the code 
will begin to appear on air tiek- 
' i els. The shortest “flight” pos- 
sible from Heathrow airport 
■£ should be the 15-minute con- 

‘ section to central London. 

Within a year of the start-up, 
through check-in of baggage will 
be a reality, and QQP to YYZ 
' , (Paddington to Toronto) should 

- be a cinch. 

The Heathrow Express link 
i ^ris basically a case of Britain's 
1 ^biggest airport catching up 
with the rest of the Europe. 
From Gatwick and Manches- 
ter to Frankfurt and Zurich, 
high-speed rail links are de 
rigueur for any self-respecting 
airport. 

Heathrow's owner, BAA, 
has set itself the ambitious task 
of 50 percent of passengers ar- 
riving at the airport by public 
transport. 

Starting next summer, trains 
wfll nm from Paddington station 
to the airport four times an bour 
T from dawn until late. The trip 
to the central area (Terminals 
One, Two and Three) should 
take a flat 15 minutes, with Ter- 

C aJ Four five minutes further 
If your airline has not in- 
cluded QQP on your itinerary, 
yon can pay for the trip on 
board - or pay in several cur- 
rencies, including the euro, at 
ticket machines. 
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In theory, the tube should represent the simplest and most efficient means of getting 
to Heathrow. In practice it can be one of the longest - and most stressful 


The Heathrow Express was 
due for completion this year, 
but because of tunnelling prob- 
lems at the airport it is not now 
planned lo open until' June 
1998. A stop-gap scheme is ex- 
pected to be introduced before 
the end of the year: the Heath- 
row Fast Train. This will involve 
a train from Paddington to a 
new station, Heathrow' Junc- 
tion, and a bus from there to the 
terminals. The scheduled jour- 
ney time is 30 minutes, and the 
fare will be £5. When the 
Heathrow Express finally be- 
gins, the trip length should be 
halved and the fare will prob- 
ably double. 

In the meantime, all the 
other options have been con- 
sidered for the most compre- 
hensive survey so far of airport 
links. I have spent the year sam- 
pling alternative ways to cover 
the 15 miles from the Eurostar 
terminal at Waterloo to 
Heathrow. Tb maintain a level 
runway, 1 set a rale to avoid 
peak travel times. Stress factors 
are rated out of a maximum 10. 

It hasn't been fun, It hasn't 
been clever, but it has been in- 
structive. 


Airbus 

What could be better than be- 
ing picked up right outside the 
airport terminal by a big red 
bus? Answer: being picked up 
right outside the airport termi- 
nal by a big red bus that goes 
straight to London, rather than 
cruising around the rest of the 
airport first. 

Airbus A 1 is an extra-luxu- 
rious double-decker that collects 
passengers from outside the 
arrivals ball and deposits them 
at Victoria slatioa Unfortu- 
nately, if you board at Tferminal 
1\vo then you wfll see a lot of 
Heathrow - including a little- 
known coach station around the 
back of Tferminal Three - before 
passing Terminal Two about 15 
minutes after you left it. 

Once on the motorway, 
though, you can expect a 
smooth, fist trip into London. 
To reach Waterloo, you will 
need to jump into a cab. 

Fare; £6 bus fare plus £4 cab 
fare. Tune: 60 minutes. Stress 
factor. 5. 

Taxi 

Whether you start at Waterloo 
or Heathrow, you can expect a 


queue. But a cab is a reliable, 
if expensive, link. 

fare: £38 including a 10 per 
cent tip. Time: 40 minutes. 
Stress factor Z 

Thames Trains 

Take the Bakerloo Line north- 
bound from Waterloo to dis- 
cover the existing fast(-ish) link 
from Paddington station. Hop 
on a “Thames Turbo" to Hayes 
& Harlington, step up from the 
station and dimb aboard the bus 
to Heathrow Central. This jour- 
ney sounds messy, but if the con- 
nections work it can be swifter 
than the Tube. 

fare: £5.10. Time: 60 min- 
utes (though if you just miss the 
train or the bus it could be a 
quarter-hour longer). Stress 
factor. 3 (though this could 
doable if the connections falter). 

South West Trains 
If your destination is Terminal 
Four and you are travelling light, 
this is the ideal link. A train from 
Waterloo to Feltham takes less 
than 30 minutes, and the airport 
is a half-hour hike from there. I 
felt more relaxed arriving by this 
route than by any other. 


fare: £3.20. Tune: 60 min- 
utes. Stress factor 1. 

Bicycle 

. Cycling from Waterloo station 
to Heathrow airport, you head 
more or less due west This hap- 
pens to be counter to the pre- 
vailing winds. But a bike 
removes all potential problems 
with public transport and traf- 
fic congestion. All goes fine un- 
til the last half-mile, which is 
through the tunnel beneath the 
northern runway. Until three 
years ago, this was a dedicated 
cycle/pedestrian route: then it 
was opened up to cars, which 
chase the unfortunate cydist - 
as in the film Duel - through the 
tunnel. 

fare: nil Tune: 80 minutes. 
Stress factor. 1 until the tunnel, 
then 9. 

Hitch-hiking 

This has genuinely been a quest 
to cover all the options. Start- 
ing to thumb from outside Wa- 
terloo station is not a sensible 
prospect. So I took the tube lo 
Tcraham Green, walked down 
to Chiswick High Road and out 
to the start of the M4. Even with 
a sign reading “Heathrow 
Please -flight at 10.45”, h took 
three lifts to reach the airport. 
Not recommended, except as a 
beL 

fare: £1.80. Tune: 120 min- 
utes. Stress factor 7. 

Night bus 

The cheapest public trans- 
port option is also the 
smoothest - once you have 
dragged yourself out of bed. 
Start walking across Hunger- 
ford Bridge at around 4.15am. 
The 4.35am departure of bus 
N97 from Trafalgar Square, 
with its curious cargo of club- 
bers. cleaners and airport per- 
sonnel, trundles around west 
London before winding up at 
Heathrow’s central bus station. 

Fare: £120. Time: 90 min- 
utes. Stress factor 8 upon wak- 
ing up; 1 for the journey itself. 

Stretched limousine 
After an overnight flight from 
San Francisco, I couldn't quite 
figure out what my friends Har- 



Bus lanes along the motorway oertainfjr speed up the journey to the airport - but if 
you’re unlucky you could find yourself being taken round the houses at Heathrow itself 


net and Jonathan were doing 
turning up at dawn at Heathrow. 
When the 40- ft limousine 
turned up at the kerbside, and 
half-a-dozen other pals popped 
out, 1 realised this was not your 
ordinary airport transfer. The 
Moet was first to be cracked 
open, followed shortly by a 
particularly robust Stoh'chnaya. 
What better way to end a hon- 
eymoon? 

fare: too polite to ask. Time: 
who cares. Stress tadtor. nil, 
though it is surprising the ges- 
tures oue gets from less well-en- 
dowed road users. 

Ttibe 

It had to happen. For each of 


the above experiments, 1 al- 
lowed plenty of time to catch tfae 
flight. For what should have 
been the easiest of the lot. 1 
trusted in the schedules. 

The task was simple: my 
flight was just before noon, so 
I had to arrive at Heathrow at 
11.10am. Leaving Waterloo at 
10am would, 1 was assured, 
provide plenty of time. 

It was all going remarkably 
well until just past Earl's Court, 
whra the tram began to stop be- 
tween stations for no apparent 
reason. At Acton Tbwtu the Pic- 
cadilly Line equivalent of pur- 
gatory, it paused for 15 minutes 
while two other trains came and 
went; nobody told we poor pas- 


sengers that crossing the plat- 
form might enhance our 
chances of catching our flights. 

Eventually the train arrived 
at 1130am. When the doors slid 
open, the scene resembled an 
Olympic sprint final as everyone 
rushed fra 1 their flighL In the race 

to Terminal One, I trailed in a 
poor third behind a sprightly Aer 
Lingus stewardess and a red- 
faced German businessman. 

The flight had already 
dosed. 

With competitors like the 
Piccadilly line, the Heathrow 
Express need have no fear 
about its chances of success. 

Fare: £3.20. Time: 90 min- 
utes. Stress facton 10. 


Psst! Wanna change money ? No 
thanks, I’ve got my flexible friend 


Changing money on 
foreign trips can be a 
time-consuming and 
costly business. But with 
plastic cards now 
accepted almost 
everywhere. It is also 
((becoming unnecessary, 
argues David Watts. 


Money, money, money. It is the 
raison d’etre of business travel, 
and also indispensable tb go 
anywhere further than your 
desk. But until the euro be- 
comes established, the aver- 
age business traveller will 
continue to battle with conver- 
sion rates and bureaux de 
change, preferably without los- 
ing too much of the company’s 
cash in transaction oasts. 

As a basic rule of thumb, the 
answer is to exchange your 
money as few times as possible. 
Paying more commission than 
you need is just giving money 
away. Each time, you lose about 
five per cent because of the buy 
and sell rate spread used by ex- 
change bureaux. Travellers 
cheques can be even more ex- 
pensive than currency notes 


and then there is often a 
iaige to turn them back into 
cash. Travellers' cheques de- 
noted in currency also lwve their 

value eroded by the buy and sell 

rates applied. If you add up all 


over die course of a business 
trip,ypu*veptobabjy given away 
the equivalent of a slap-up din- 
ner or two for valuable contacts. 

A Single European curren- 
cy would . have same advan- 
kgesftfr trarellerety getting 
of the need to change money 
whea“making trip® between 
. member countries. Of course, 
things would still cost varying 
amounts in the different coun- 
tries but die euro in your pock- 
et would' tie the &m &»£0 all th e 
exchange costs and confusion 
^onidbegone- But why wait for 
‘V politicians? You can al- 
* f simplify your travelling fi _ 



PLASTIC GUIDE TO THE WORLD 


(B Paying with plastic places where you can expect to pay 
by credit card for most tourist/business needs, where 
perhaps you wouldn't expect to be able to: Colombia, Peru, 
Philippines, Thailand, Venezuela. , 

# faying with plastic places where you rarefy can, where 
perhaps you would expect to be able to: Bulgaria, China, 
Czech Republic, the Gambia, Hungary. 

• Getting cash: places that offer tourist-friendly Automatic 
Teller Machines, where perhaps you wouldn't expect diem: 
Colombia, Mexico, Turkey 

• Getting cash: places that don’t offer tourist-friendly 
Automatic Teller Machines, where perhaps you would 
expect them: Belize. Brazil (though Visa is acceptable in 
some places), Costa Rica, Japan (though MasterCard fc 
becoming increaslngfy-aceeptabte). New Zealand, 

Switzerland (MasterCard more likely to be accepted than 

Visa). 

0 Where MasterCard is more acceptable than Visa: Egypt 
Germany, Switzerland. 

0 Where Visa is more acceptable than MasterCard: Cyprus, 
Gibraltar, Philippines, Poland, United Arab Emirates. 

# Where any US-issued credit card is unacceptable: Cuba. 


troveBers’ reports. 


oances and make them <Aeap- 
er - and not just in Europe. A 
single monetary system already 
operates around the globe and 
offers competitive exchange 

rates, low charges and great ver- 
satility. • . 

Plastic cards have been the 
mainstay of my travel finances 
for several years, and at the 
dawn of the 21st century sure- 


ly the time when electronic 
money is the norm for travellers 
must be just around the corner. 
A small amount of local cur- 
rency is usefiil when you first ar- 
rive in a country, and a couple 
of haveners’ cheques will act as- 
a safety netin emergencies, but 
credit and debit cards should do 
the job the rest of the time- Yet 
before yon head off to some re- 


mote comer of the world with 
nothing but your flexible friend 
for company, check with the 
card provider on the level of 
coverage you can expect in 
your destination. If your cards 
work through the Visa or Mas- 
terCard system then you've got 
most of the globe covered. 

You can get local currency 
from ATMs or cash advances 
-over the couiuct from local 
banks. It’s just one transaction 
and most cards charge a com- 
mission less than or equal to ex- 
change bureaux You may also 
be able to make purchases di- 
rectly with no commission or 
handling charge, in such cases 
my card uses an equivalent sell 
rate adjusted by just 2.65 per 
cent from the spot rate. Con- 
siderably better than most ex- 
change bureaux, which take 
4-10 per cent, depending on the 
currency. 

Despite their expense, trav- 
ellers cheques are popular be- 
cause part of the cost goes 
towards insuring them, so if 
they’re lost or stolen they're re- 
placed. Brit is the cost justified? 
Your normal travel, insurance 
should cover the loss of sever- 
al hundred pounds worth of 
cash, so you can benefit from 
the lower costs of using your 
cards to get currency, confident 
in tiie knowledge that your 
wealth is still protected. 

Plastic cards are also much 
more useful than cash or trav- 
ellers’ cheques when booking 
flights or hotels, since: one 
phone 0U will confirm the 
deal If you’re relying on pieces 
of paper, your seat or bed may 
be sold to another business 
traveller because you can’t hand 
over the money untfl you arrive. 
Add the benefit of the travd and 
purchase insurance that you 
get with many cards and you 
nmsi be on to a winner. 

No ordering of money in ad- 
vance, no tr^> to the bank to col- 
lect and sign the travellers’ 
cheques, no carrying high-val- 
ue, bulging wallets- Jusr simple, 
modern technology. All you 
have to do is pay' the bill when 
you get back. •’ 
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Geneva£59 


London Luton to 

Amsterdam 
Barcelona 
Nice 

Palma de Mallorca 

Edinburgh 
Aberdeen 
Inverness 
Glasgow 

Liverpool to 

Amsterdam 
Nice 


from 


£39 


from £49 t 

from 

lrom £59 

from £39 
from £39 
from £39 
from£39 

<rom £4 5 

from 


£49 


easyJet 

Call Ql 582 700 059 anytime 

t£49 fare valid until 15/12/97 and after*/ 1/98 unHl 28/2/98 

All fares single and include an unfair 
£10 Government Tax. , 

Airport Tax should be a % of th*e fare! 
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In -London, 

small can 
be beautiful 
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THE GREAT 

PRE-CHRISTMAS AIRFARE SALE 


a x _ When the 

phone lines go crazy by cutting prices, 

you gotta help out. 

One way 1 
fares based on 
round-trip 
purchase. 

Dusseldorf 

(Monchenqladbach) 

from 


London remain* Britai" 
and Europe's premier 

business city. But 

Stives aretf. ere to 
faceless chain hotels- 
Rfilannon Batten checks o 

some less convrnt"^ 

but characterful - P 
to check in. 


taanthisfc“'^n!S but 

oo ® ns T«^ toty “IS 

den and rooms cost 

Tealh^ D - S 3e S £l50'180; 

^ili^escontinental 

£££5 vrf 

The Bulldog 


Madrid 

from 


debonair 

Call now on 0541 500 30U 


ltaBtft ,4ftithS««eet(pm- 

of Ike hold is so con- 
trasting to the surrounding 

chaos rf Soho toUhe&«™_ 

nression is one of complete sur 

A staircase takesyou «P 

from the elegant towWg 
♦«»,«» as if vou were entering 
StS^wealthy.rela^ 

Stifled with interesting four 

poster beds to try out, 
to peer at and unusual fur 
nishings to toy with. 

The bookcase m the (tow 
ing room is impressively filled 
with the books of famous au 
.hcrswhovest^here,^ 


Of the cosy nxm» i—— v. . 
sturdy antique furniture and al 
most all the bathrooms^ 
equipped with pretty free- 
standing baths. The only slight 
fault is that rooms at the front 
may be rather noisy. Single 

rooms cost £115,double rooms 

£148 and the one suite available 
£205. The prices do not include 
VAT or breakfast, which is 
£6.75. 



Number Sixteen, 16 Sumn- 
er Place (0171-589 5232) 

The entrance of this hotel is cur- 
rently marked out by lavender 
and rose tubs and the place is 
fall of fresh flowers. The rooms 
are each named after a differ- 
ent colour with shades such as 
suede and lemon giving the im- 
pression that you've stepped 
into the Dulux catalogue. From 
the sound pf a fountain lapping 
away in the garden to the sun- 
ny coloured drawing room, all 


Su -rsB g 

organis*- 

*** s d JS5p«-»-i 0U 

tionM oMofa.=h« neson 
1 ° stay ® “* ^ London or in 
to ha, e.thcr “ ^ ^ 

the coui ,t r^de ui v aleol to 

propert “S a nitai? visiloB re_ 

five-star ^“^fits of stay- 

ceivetheusu including 

ing ^.flSakiuandaUthe 

faflBntisbbre^ ^ £95 

^p^ lf rSf eroo,n 

^shared bathroom. 

Tf.e Beaufort. 33 Belfort j 

^ dens(0l71 ' 5 ^er^ ) v=ty 

ThehoteUtmosp^resve^ 

warm and informal, rather 
tfvouVe stepped intosomeon 
elL’s house, with apples on the 

See table and chfldrenun- 

sofa. You're given a 

front door key on amval mid 

the hotel looks likeaweU-kept 

private house on a P«t^ 
Georgian square. Room prices 

range from £130 forasmaU sm- 

ele with shower to £ 185 for JJ 
large double with bath and 

sF^ver. These prices doc t in- 
clude VAT but they do include 
continental breakfast, tele- 
phone and fax services, 24 
hour champagne, , 

temoon tea and all drinks. 
Deluxe doubles and the junior 
suite cost £230 and £240, not 
including VAX Crucially for the 
business traveller, other facil- 
ities include access to a near- 
by health club, light snacks 
during the day and airport 
pick-up or drop-off. 


You don't have to 
break the bank to be 
in business abroad 


For those without an 
unlimited expenses 
account, there are 
cheaper options - and 
they are not all bad, as 
Sue Wheat discovered 
while attending a 
conference in Brussels. 


_ _»k ore nwmhwlaiile and rwn-chsm)Mble. NBan scrwl tn 


partnership with Azzurra Air. 


Not everybody who travels on 
business has a big expense ac- 
count. Some of us are instruct- 
ed to keep our expenses to a 
minimum - and that doesn't 
mean just leaving the mini-bar 
intact. In my case, travelling to 
a conference in Brussels on be- 
half of two charities 1 was rep- 
resenting, meant finding the 
cheapest accommodation 1 
could, without jeopardising my 
professional performance the 
next day. 

Maison Internationale at 
205 Cbausee de Wavre near 
the centre of Brussels, was the 
oplion I chose. Some might 
scorn it as a youth hostel by 
any other name. But it is in fact 
perfectly positioned far anyone 
visiting the European Parlia- 
ment and meeting with MEPs, 
business people and lobby- 
ists, based in the area. (This 
could explain why business 
people vastly outnumbered 
backpackers.) Thro left out 
of the hostel, walk for five min- 
utes past various building sites 
and you are in the hub of the 
European Parliament’s ad- 
ministration. 

Maison Internationale’s fa- 
cilities are perfectly adequate - 
although business people with 
primadonna-like tendencies 
would do best to stay away. 
When you arrive (check-in be- 
fore 11pm) you rent clean 
sheets and pillow cases for 125 
francs, (£2) can make yourself 
a hot drink, buy a beer from the 
bar, or relax in your room. 

You don’t have to share a 
dorm — 1 splashed out and 
went for a single room (BF660 


including breakfast). No mat- 
ter how hard you hunt, a TV will 

not be found - so a good book 
is necessary. Bathroom and 
shower facilities are shared 
and perfectly clean. Breakfast £ 

- which included cereal, toast, 
meats, cheeses and tea or cof- 
fee - competed well with oth- 
er hotel breakfasts I’ve had, 
although washing up your own 
plates and cutlery is probably a 
morning activity we could aD do 

without before a 9am meeting. 

Finding Maison Interna- 
tionale was probably the most 
difficult part of my stay. When 
I phoned to book from London 
and asked which underground 
station it was near, the man on 
reception responded with Basil 
Fawlty-siyle uhhelpfuhiess: “I 
do not know. Madam -I live 80 
km away." When I pressed 
him, he finally informed me that 
it was near leone metro. The 
walk from Hone to the hostel 
takes about 20 minutes - nor 
particularly easy if you have lug- 
gage, if it is at night, and your 
map is of guide book quality. I 
only realised the full extent of 
his unhelpfulness however, 
when on leaving the hostel I 
found out that I could have got jfej 
a train directly from Brussels' ■ ' 
central train station to Gare du 
Quarter Leopold - only two 
minutes’ walk from the hosteL 
Hone is indeed the nearest 
metro, bat the train is the most 
sensible way of getting there. 

One and a half days of in- ' 
tense lobbying left me ex- 
hausted and without any energy 
to use my remaining afternoon 
window shopping in Brussels. I 
returned, to Maison Interna- 
tionale and went up to' the 
roof garden. Here I stretched 
out on a garden bench, used my 
briefcase as a pillow,* and, 
wanned by the autumn sun, 
slept for two hours. Judging by 
my brief trip around Brussels, 
it is one of the few green areas 
available to relax in. 

Maison Internationale. Tel 00 t 
3226489787 i 


t* 
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. . ... | Some handy hints 

Regional airports still waiting in the wi S s |f or haggling 

■ in - — ii wit h the airlines 




.. 


yfith Heathrow and 
Gatwick at full capacity, 
Britain has plenty of less 
crowded alternative 
airports. But, writes Neil 
Taylor, business travellers 
are failing to take 
advantage of their 
local facilities. 
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“Born Again 1 *. Most Bristo- 
lians will have confronted this 
slogan which Look up the prime 
dty-cenlre poster sites aban- 
JL dimed by the political parties af- 
1 ' ter the election in May. 

pew can have guessed which 
product felt it needed messianic 
z ea l to promote itself - it was 
in fact what used to be the lo- 
cal airport. However the mes- 
sage was now very different. 
Gone was Lulsgate and here 
was Bristol International, fol- 
lowing Rhoose and Tumhouse 
now similarly metamorphosed 
into Cardiff and Edinburgh- A 
recent candid press release 
from Bristol Airport shows the 
battle it still has to fight with 
Heathrow and Gatwick. Al- 
though there are five flights a 
day from Bristol to Amsterdam, 
r>m 1996 74.000 people from the 
South West still chose to fly' 
from Heathrow- 

Regional airports now have 
to wage several battles simul- 
taneously. 

Firstly figures such as these 
show how they have to fight lo- 
cal ignorance about the sched- 
uled services they offer. 
Secondly they have to fight 
each othei; to encourage new 
airlines to start an interna- 
tional service. Once airlines 
make such a move, few result 
in failure. Air UK/KLM and 
Aer Ungus pioneered such 
routes, Air France, Sabena and 
SAS have followed- Manches- 
ter has also been successful in 
pioneering long-haul routes to 
• “orth America and to East 
Asia. 

Thirdly, these airports are ri- 
vals for overlapping custom. 
Thousands of potential pas- 
sengers can choose between 
say Prestwick and Glasgow, or ^ 



Plenty of books claim to 

offer the secret of 
cut-price air travel. But 
until he read 
Hugo van Reijen’s book, 
Simon Odder treated them 
all with disdain. Now he’s 
first in the check-in 
queue for Karachi. 



Declaration of interest: I have 
met Hugo van Reqen, author of 
Why Not Ffy Cheaper? In feet, I 
very recently bought him a dnnk. 

But that was mainly to thank him 
for writing the closest that the 
business traveller wffl get to a 


Hugo van Reijen: » keen 
eye for the best buys 


.o Nor* Anaenca - — — 


Manchester and Liverpool. East 
Anglia is a battleground be- 
tween Cambridge and Nor- 
wich. 

In seducing custom from 
Heathrow and Gatwick they all 
have the same, but effective 
baits such as cheap or free car- 
parking, shorter check-in times, 
good public transport links and 
above all, the absence of the 
M25-. 

A rather different agenda 
applies to Luton and Stansted 
airports. Fog recently diverted 
an Estonian Air flight from 
Gatwick to Luton. I expect 

many of the Estonians on board 

were happier to arrive at an air- 
port closer in size to Tallinn 
than the more formidable 
Gat™"* Any British person not 
living south of the Thames 


would have preferred the 
quicker journey home and the 
non-payment of a Gatwick Ex- 
press ticket. Low-cost carriers 
such as Debonair, easyJet and 
Ryanair have introduced many 
travellers to these airports and 
as these airlines continue to ex- 
pand, the airports will thrive 
with them to the detriment of 
both English regional airports 
and the other London ones. 

The wMhi difficulty for Lu- 
ton and Stansted has been to 
convince foreign carriers that 
they are a more sensible Lon- 
don alternative both for the UK 
market and for their own. The 
number of over-subsidised na- 
tional airlines quite happy to 
pay high charges for hopeless 
slots at Heathrow and Gatwick 
gives a newly-enhanced mean- 


ing to Tolie de grandeur’'. 

British Airways must have an 
increasingly difficult task in 
maintaining and winning cus- 
tom outside London whenever 
transfers at Heathrow are in- 
volved. The airline’s current 
winter timetable might seem to 
offer many logical routings - In- 
verness to Amsterdam via Lon- 
don for instance —but the small 
print reveals a three-hour wait 
at Heathrow, and of course 
conceals the direct flight oper- 
ated by rival Air UK which flies 
lorcroessAmstctdam non-stop 
in one hour 35 minutes. 

Glaswegians returning from 
Moscow may be tempted by the 
75-minute connecting time al- 
lowed between Heathrow Ter- 
minal Four and Tferonnal One 
but over-zealous Russian im- 


migration controllers combined 
with quite rightly zealous 
Heathrow air traffic controllers 

all too often lead to a failed con- 
nection and future business 
via Copenhagen, Amsterdam or 
Brussels. 

The latest “Heathrow Flight 
and Travel Information Guide” 
(which costs £1, unlike its free 
of charge regional equivalents) 
has a tortuous half page trying 
to explain which passengers 
need to use their Flight Con- 
nections Centre and which do 
not. It wisely omits altogether 
information on minimum con- 
necting times to allow eight 
pages for a list of every shop in 
every terminal. In contrast to 
ritk, all regional airports revel 
in promoting angle terminal 
continental hubs as an alter- 


native to Heathrow. Amster- 
dam used to sell itself as the 
fourth London airport before 
Stansted and City became se- 
rious challengers. It now not 
only has competitors in the UK 
but also many in mainland Eu- 
rope. Copenhagen and Helsin- 
ki have creamed off most of the 

Baltic and CIS traffic; Dublin 
even offers US immigration ser- 
vices as an incentive to use Aer 
Lingus regional links. 

When can regional airports 
finally dawn success? Clearly 
when they finally persuade 

Londoneis to abandon their ad- 
diction to Heathrow or Gat- 
wick. If 74,000 travellers from 
the West Country “enjoy” a 
journey to Heathrow, what 
does it take to encourage one 
in the opposite direction? 


that still appears m many hotel 

^ may think that Why Not 
Cheaper? is a book or artide, 
much-fared document thatyou 
xave already read. But Mr van 
Reijen’s paperback is brand new 
and anything but trivial- It is not 
a book for amateius, but a man- 
ual for people who have found 
themselves in the wrong depar- 
ture lounge, or on the wrong 

ight .arinthewrongdass.ooce 

too often. 

“If you request a fare quote 
from five different employees in 
the same airline office, you wffl 

most of the time get five differ- 
ent fare quotes, especially if the 

journey s slightly complicated" , 

says Mr van Reijen. The secret s 

to know how to interpret the ex- 

txaordmary camptarity of air fare 
regulations to your maximum 
advantage, and that is where the 
book can help. 

Take note, though: if all you 
want is the cheapest return trip 
from Manchester to Madrid or 
Stansted to Stockholm, then just 

phone around. Why Not Ffy 
is intended to exploit the 
official roles that the airlines 
have established for themselves 
on multi-sector itineraries. 

The basic rule is that anyone 

paying fall fare is entitled to a 
great deal more than just tran- 


sportation from A to B. Take a 
sW e trip like Edinbuigh-Lon- 

^wifoafareof£I34.FOTffie 

same amount you can stop off for 
the day in Manchester, auendmg 

additional meetings and piimg up 
extra Air Miles for zero cre^. 

Onceyou look beyond Britain 
and take into account currency 
fluctuations, the savings become 
much more dramatic. A partic- 
ular favourite of Mr van Reijen 
e the “Navigator" pass, price 
£1 199 off-season, which allows 
2^500 miles of travel so long as 
you touch a point in the South 
Pacific. 

The book explains the theo- 
ries of “maximum permuted 
mileage” an.’ “directional mmi- 
mum check", uiid how best to 
deal with lhem.T ne current best 

buys are to be found in Pakistan, 

where official fares to all manner 

of destinations are much lower 
than in Britain. Islamabad-Lon- 
don-Buenos Aires in business 
class, for example, is about half 

the rate for the ticket between the 

UK and Argentinian capitals 

alone. ' 

“I got last week a letter from 

a couple of honeymooned They 
had flewn to Pakistan specifically 

to buy intercontinental tickets", 
Mr van Reijen recalls. Half an 
hour later, I booked my ticket to 
Karachi. 


Why Not Ffy Cheaper? by Hugo 
van Reijen is published byAirlrfe 
Publishing, J01 Longden Road, 
Shrewsbury Sh"3 9EB. 
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HOW YOU CAN KEEP YOUR NETWORKS, SYSTEMS AHD APPLICATIONS ON TRACK. If you're looking 
control across platforms, giving you-the power to manage all your systems, appiications and databases - new 
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Truth is too 
hard to bear 
for Britain 


the games st renz 

to have 


ht 



Australia’s latest series 
victory against Great 
Britain has served » a 
sobering reminder tha 

Super League’s global 

pretensions ring hollow. 

Rugby league, says 
Dove Hadffeld, now has to 

bridge a yawning 

credibility gap here. 


The most ^ ! 

the Test series against Aus- 
tralia which finished on Sunday - 

fe not that GreatBnlam^^ 

that so many people believe 
there must have been some- 
thing fishy about the one match 
they won. 

If I had a quid for everyone 
- usually, but not always, from 
outside the game - who told roe 
during the week between die 
second and third Tests that 
Britain's victory at Old Trafford 
gras a fix, I would baveahdy 

little stake for a few side-bets 
of my own. 

There is always this whisper 
whenever a series goes into its 
final Test conveniently poised 
at one-alU as has happened 
every time since 1988. 

As befits an organisation 

bora of conspiracy, there is also 
a faint whiff of corporate col- 
lusion about Super League, a 
feeling that events might just be 
contrived for the greater good. 

And then there is the 
disparity between Australia's 
displays in the second and thud 
Tests. That no doubt convinced 
a few waverers that there was 
indeed something amiss. How 
on earth could Great Britain 
have beaten this lot without 
some sinister intervention 


Well I refer you to the 
words of the Australian captain, 
Laurie Daley. “Absolute 
garbage,” he said. “There’s no 
way in the world we went out 
at Old Trafford to Lose. We just 
weren’t good enough to win on 
the day.” 

Apart from the feet that 
Daley is a natural straight- 
shooter, there is proof that 
this is the- truth. He and his 

team had a week off planned if 

they had won at Old Trafford 

and sealed the series; and there 

is no force in the world that 
could persuade a group of 
Australian sportsmen to trade 

in a week on the grog for a week 

of bard training. 

I rest my case. But what does 

it say about the credibility of the 
game that a sizeable minority 
of people could think it possi- 
ble that the match could have 
been thrown? Nothing very 
flattering, I fear. . . 

And, of course, credibihiy is 
the name of the game whenev- 
er we assess the latest round of 
damage done by the Aus- 
tralians. They have inflicted 

, more pain this year than most, 

1 trouncing British teams in the 
[ World dub Championship and 
then d eferring the national side 

i in a Test series for the 12th time 

3 in a row. 

It is too famili ar a scenario 
a to induce any surprise, but in 
c the aftermath of Old Trafford 
L there were those who allowed 
e themselves to dream of the 
■ s galvanising effect that finally 
d beating them would have, 
d Yes, it would have been 
^ great fun. But it would have 
w obscured a great many things 
in tha t are wrong; the steepest 
ut decline in the game in this 
country came immediately 
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It is disappoin^^ 

last ^ tatweshouldoo 1 
strata, but we ^ 

EUand Ro aa " t Brita in 

occasion. jhat 

have to do is 

‘TSSKS'^ 

rtis.-os« 

I found when I * 

Wigan- We could play St 
Helens one week an 
intensity of that was asgretf 
as in any match anywhere. 
After thal however, you could 
bare three relatively easy 
itches, which only sereew 

develop bad habits m player- 

WisriU produce the qual- 
ity of players, but not the 

quantity - and this is some- 
thing redo witii the q u a^ 

ofewtehing. notjustatfir^- 

team level but right down to 

the under- 10s. 

And we should not rely 

too much on the excuse that, 

compared with Australia, we 
are drawing on a relatively 
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PHIL 
CLARKE. 


after the 1970 Ashes victory - 
our last - in Australia. 

We could have lost sight of 
the fact that in a game sup- 
posedly full-time professional 
at its highest level, most of its 
clubs are run with shambolic 
am ateur ism and incompetence. 
We would have been liable to 
forget that the sport’s central 
administration cannot devise a 
strategy and stick to it for more 
than five minutes. 

Instead, the way that our 
best players - the ones who 
have made the most of them- 
selves despite the woefully un- 
even competition in which they 
play - were overrun in the first 


half at EUand Road stands as 
an eloquent reminder of how 
much there is to do. 

After the dfibflde of Great 
Britain’s tour to the South Pa- 
cific last year, there were plep- 
ty of things about our approach 
to international rugby that 
needed to be said. Strangely, 
the report from the tour man- 
ager, Phil Lowe, that should 
have said them never appeared. 

This time, the conclusions 
should be brought out into the 
open and a commitment made 
to following them through. For 

a start, as the League’s chief ex- 
ecutive, Maurice Lindsay, has 
already conceded, the Great 


Britain squad needs to become 
something more permanent 
than the loose agglomeration of 
coaches and players which gels 
together only when foreign 

opposition is appearing over the 

horizon. 

The Great Britain coach, 
Andy Goodway, also wants to 
introduce an intermediate lev- 
el of competition for aspiring in- 
ternational players - a 

nationalB team that could play 

developing league countries. 

Of course, tins all costs 
money and the catastrophic 
way in which the News Ltd 
hand-out was doled out .to 

dubs so expert at wasting it has 


ensured lhat there is nothing in 
any central pot with which to 
finance it. 

The lesson of the WCC and 
this Test series has been that 
international competition - 
even one-sided international 
competition — attracts coverage 
in areas that are not normally 
saturated in rugby league. 

But Super League’s “glob- 
al vision” remains an unproven 

boasL Next year is supposed to 

feature a World Cup. More 
worrying than the usual concern 
about how Britain will per- 
form are hints that the com- 
petition may not even take 
place. 


smaii uuuuk**»"- - — 
ere. There are organisations 
which overcome that prob- 
lem. A football team such as 

Ajax, for instance, has a rel- 
atively small catchment area, 
but, because it has the righ 
coaching structures, the 

Dutch dub has one of the best 

production lines in the game. 

Australia do have an ad- 
vantage, because even the 
people coaching small chil- 
dren have a good grounding 

in the game. It is port of their 

culture; they hear Peter Ster- 
ling on television every week- 
explaining the technicalities. 


• ««»relv on wilting 

* Bn ^LTfwbatcv e r stan- 
wh |f“^dotV>wtedse. 
dard or lev® our 

conrts. They might 

WSaass 

sSgSS 

s£ss $35 

acquired enough tecnniou 
Sty to be effective. 

Yet it is no. aU doomed 

doom. Rugby .I®* 11 ®*® 5 

many strengths mtora™ 

trv The players and the fans 

Si have a rapport with each 

other which has long since 
heen lost in other sports. 

: nialissomethmgthattasto | 

. be maintained and nurturei 

Also, the training and 
t conditioning that ru D by 
. league players experience is 

I streets ahead ofwhat goes on 

. at Premiership football dubs. 

; So it is not a case of us 
e doing eveiything wrong. It «s 

l- more a matter, as we saw 

a again at EUand Road, of the 
ir Australians still doing it that 
r . bit better. 

u - Phil Clarke is a former 

s captain of Great Britain 
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Today we publish the latest results of The 
Independent Fantasy Football Learie. 
Because of this weekends international 
games, there are no changes to the pln/er 
scores/The league table includes all scores 
up to November 9th. 

This months winner is Jessrea 
London. With a monthly total ■ of i 120 pottrts, 
has won a pair of tickets to England’s 
next home international. 


SSSSrasaSS'S: 

il Assist a pass judged by our experts to lead directly to 
will be awarded one point 


If a plaver is givena Yellow Card they lose 1 point, if a play 

CT fe^R^d foey lose 3 points. Own goals, either 

ed Wilsif thdnLwife team vtel pomt is awarded if they 

evoVfoesdaylnTTH’ Independent and repeated the following 
Sunday in tiie Independent an Sunday. 
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NAME 


TEAM 


POINTS 


MtoUssWnd 
Mr Girls King 
Mr PMTuAer 
Mr David Evans 
Mr John C«w 
IV Martin Paswtey 
MrBSrai 
Mr David Aston 
Mr Archer 
Mr B Srai 
Mr P Green 
Mr Stewart Scott 
Mr AMtd Choudl 
Mr E Grom Icy 
Mr] McCrossam 
Mr Stewart Scoa 
Mr Chris Thomas 
Mr bn Boyle 
Mr David Baker 
Mr A Wlngrwe 
Mr Tom Lyons. 

Mr David Edrrangton 
Mr Tony Brazier 
Mr Brady 
IV Ken Boyle 
Mr MWad Ridsaiti 

Mr Trmor Ribs 
M r Kflkrt? 

IV David Baker 
MrDDcpoit 
Mr Seewn Mam 
MrJSah 

Mr David Boreham 
MrGBeB 
Mr John Cox 
Mrj McCrossam 
nr David Aston 
Mr P TinJer 
Mr Ian Down 
Mr K Brady 
Mr GFord 
IV Mte Mhrhefl 
MrG Whadwad 
Mr David Adoroyd 
Mr David Ason 
Mr Mike Ewiiu 
Mr Mttte Ewlns 
Mr AKitcheU 
Mr A Cunningham 


Amenatxo 
Seeking Victory 
Pin Upa d 

Boodmn End OU Boys 
Soudrvfle FC 
Robert Rowers 
The UneouchaWes 
Billy Boys 2nd II 
No Wright 
Simply The Beat 
Powta Rangers 
The Dream Team 

Niddes Wi » 

Cehic Warriors 
Washed Up Army 
Unbeatable 
Scunthorpe Extras 
Wembly Blunders 
DejaVu 
TonyV Brace 
Diana s Demon* 

Edmo Unload 

Wow For Short 

Look lively 

Oopton Rovers 

After Lamberg 

SuTimyt Soccer Scorchers 

The KJBer Bee* 

‘Dead Beat 
Quick Start 
Reborn town 
OneWanQty 
Boreham United 
Stunning Scunts 
Retro Rovers 
Washed Up Army 
BBly Boys 3rd II 
Pin Ups 2 
Ruffu* 

Mr Rnal Setecdon 
Unthorpe Rovert 
Enduring Image 
The Treen Team 
Jacks Lads 
8 flylsBoys 

Pve Started But I will Hnhh 
Mflm ATeam 
The Eye For It 
The Zebra 


3 QQ Seaman 

an lobe. 

]04 Maanmgtf 

305 Bosokh 

306 Oakes 
J07 WUSCB 

308 Lease 

309 Flowers 
330 FUan 

333 Bmngan 

334 DeGoej 

335 Grodas 

336 Ognzoric 

337 Hedman 

338 Na* 

339 Day 

340 ham 

343 Hooll 

344 Soudtdl 
343 Getmm 

' 346 Mattyn 

347 Beeocy 

348 Mer 

349 Poole 

350 fames 

353 Winner 

354 Sduncicbel 

355 VbnDetGou® 

356 Given 

357 HSsfcrp 

358 Presonan 

359 Hiytor 

360 Bcassnl 

363 Wblfeet 

364 Bardsen 

365 MDdosta 

366 Sullivan 


0 37 4.0 
D D ID 
0 0 30 

D 17 ill 
0 3 U 
o 19 m 
0 3 m 
0 26 5.2 
0 C L5 
0 29 1.2 
0 37 W 
0 0 in 
0 M U 
oo in 
0 0 u> 

0 0 1 0 
0 26 u 
0 0 1 * 
0 213-0 

0 4 15 

0 30 3J 
0 0 12 
0 30 15 

u 0 15 

0 29 as 

0 0 LO 

0 46 52 

D 0 L2 

0 » 25 

0 0 25 

0 24 30 

0 0 us 

0 0 L0 

0 30 3.4 

0 0 ui 
0 ID u 
5. B 17 


d efenders 


400 Dane 
403 Upturn 

W Petit . 

405 Gnmenk 

406 Wsntertwm 

407 BobW 

408 Mm* 

409 Kem 
430 Stamnoa 

433 Southgate 

434 Ehiogu 

435 Ndsaa 

436 Wdgbl 

437 Samcca 

438 Gn«BB 

439 Mose* 

440 Appfcby 

443 Ttonqaon 

444 Kiizm 

445 Bag 

446 IxShu 

447 Cbknmul 

448 Hemfay 

449 Kama 

450 Hcnchoz 
453 War 


0 25 23 
o 0 20 

0 » *-2 
0 22 17 
0 45 25 
0 M 25 
0 24 « 

0 0 4J 

o a w 

0 27 52 

0 32 M 

0 51 In 
a 2 i M 
0 « 22 
0 26 22 
0 19 L5 

0 10 10 
0 6 LO 
o 11 1J} 

o 34 .M 
0 36 50 
0 0 M 
0 36 4£ 
0 36 1-5 
0 34 10 
0 20 10 


454 Andcnawn , 

455 Co* 

45b EHim 

457 Fwrdoogb 

458 Ibggart 

459 Bcrpson 

460 DnSeny 

463 ftaoesev 

464 LandKnrdc 

465 Lcboeuf 

466 Sinclair 

467 Dark 

468 Shaw 
464 Bam** 

470 Haworth 

473 Edwonbr 

474 Gordon 

475 Muscat 

476 Tuttle 

477 unjgban 

478 Botaats- 
474 HrckliessoD 
480 Sumac 

483 CfttweH 

484 LauOen 

485 Enao 

486 Phelan 

487 Shun 

488 Wusaa 

489 UpwKfi. 

490 HindtcMfc 

493 Bffic 

4« ^teEcraJl 
4% Maknur 
497 DarigO 
448 Rnherwm 
490 Wgh 
500 Wtatltn* 

503 Effina 

504 Wins 

gK* 

507 Haikocs* 

508 Ktuotc 
J09 

530 MMteo 

533 McAtcef 

53* GNcvge 

535 pNniBe 

536 Irwin 

537 Paflistcr 

538 May 

539 Johnsen 

540 Siha 

543 Aflwt 

544 Ham? 

545 Fteacock 

546 Barton 

547 Bensmti 

548 Btoodcan 

549 Nobn 

550 Aibertm 

553 WUkcr . 

554 Stefammc 
535 Ne ™ 11 
556 Monkoo 
537 Dodd. 

! 


BLA 0 
BOL 0 
BOL 0 
BOL 9 
BOL 0 
BOL 0 
CHE 0 
CHE 0 
CHE 0 
CHE 
CHE 
COV 
COV 
COV 
COV 
CKV 
CRY 
CRY 
CRY 
CKV 
CRY 
CRY 
DER 
DER 
DER 
DER 
EVE 
EVE 
EVE 
WH 
EVE 
EVE 
LEE 
LEE 
LEE 
LEE 
- LEE 
LEI 
BOL 

LEI 

LEI 

UV 

UV 

UV 

UV 

uv 

uv 

uv 

MAN 

MAN 

MAN 

MAN 

MAN 

MAN 

MAN 

NEW 

NEW 

NEW 

NEW 

NEW 

SHEF 

SHEF 

SHEF 

SHEF 

SHEF 

SHEF 

SOU 

SOU 

SOU 

SOU 


0 4 25 

0 6 25 

0 12 3J0 
0 0 20 
0 w 25 
0 27 15 
0 15 3.0 

0 48 3JJ, 

0 2 M 
0 36 Mj. 

0 29 25 

0 0 27 

0 33 22 
0 30 22 

(19 15 

0 21 15 

0 31 10 

0 14 1D. : 

D 11 2 j 0 . 

0 25 10 
0 26 5JI 
0 19 1.0 

0 14 3J ' 

0 33 Lfl . 

0 a 15 
n 28 25 
0 8 15 

0 18 M>- 

0 a 27 : 
0 12 10 , 
n W 35 
0 6 4J) 

0 42 J* 

0 35 25 
0 21 25 
0 0 12 
0 28 25. 

0 35 22 

0 11 12 

1 54 12 

o 0 15' 

o io 3,n 


560 Ltunfckvam_ 
5«.«cal» 




565 cJdcnrooo 

566 Austin 
5b7 EtSnburgh 

568 Carr 

569 Mahtati 

570 Dicta 

asar- 

575 P 6 W 

576 Betditad 

577 tepey 

578 Ttauer 

579 n»y. . 

580 Cnmnoput™ 
SR3 Ttatdxa 
584 MfcABwer 

, 585 KtnMe 


0 16 1.2 

0 15 3.4 

D 24 4fl 
0 M 19 
0 0 22 

0 17 

a 38 12 
u 17 15 
0 « 35 

n 12 17 
0 0 A0 
n 9 15 

0 13 25 
H 3 22 

0 0 241 

5 27 -L0 

5. 24 15 

5 13 ZO 

0 1 15 

0 17 15 


mid fielders 


600 put. 

htD Parlanr 

604 Facto 

605 Vieira 

606 Overman 

607 Mender Rodngwa 

6M , 

609 'awneod 

edo Daps, 

633 

634 Baflodt 


a Lb 25 

0 21 • 24 

n 0 27 

0 20 45 

0 30 6.0 


678 WaSacv 

679 Sterpc 

680 RRieuo 
b*3 IbaUnd 

684 taker 

685 Ikylof 
68 n tacit 
687 Lennon 

68 R ouppy 

.6*9 Darner. 

690 Rcdkiupp 
,n93 McMtuumnn 
iH4 Thomai 
h95 LconUnnEen 
6 % Glges 
tW7 Boothnin 
698 Keane 
649 Bull 
701 nihordu 
.703 Lee 
TIM Bony 

705 GHIcotc 

706 BcanWcy 

707 Kcbbara 
.708 Blinker 


844 DuMiii 

845 Whelan 

846 Hudctby 

847 SuUveih 

848 Ughtboume 
844 Dyer 

85n Freedman 
85? NtLih 


854 Shippeitey 
S55 Ward 


s5(i Smmdpc 
.sS7 LLaocbope 
858 Feiguson 


•TIN Hyde 
730 Whiningham 


730 Whitlingl 

733 Carbone 

734 Magillrvn 

735 Slater 




1.9 

736 

Oakley 



32 

737 

AnJcnou 



4.1 

7JH 

Tro 


1 , 

2 j 0 . 

739 

H,wclK 


7 

(2 

7411 

Ginota 



1.5 

-741 

Simon 



1.2 

744 

Ntcben 

fl 

■i r 

ID 

745 

WilHamsan 


i) n H 

0 24 25 
0 36 25 

0 12 311 

0 5 37 

0 45 42 

0 28 42 
0 33 25 
o 44 m 
0 0 35 

0 15 35 
0 0 ?5 

0 21 4.1 
0 11 3.7 

0 W 3A 

0 28 33 
0 » 22 
0 8 22 
0 32 IS 
0 16 IS 

(1 2b 25 

0 3 

0 21 15 

0 28 1.7 
0 28 25 
(1 22 15 
0 I 15 


h_VJ WlkOT 

-640 Mdunlay • 

643 Sbctwuod. 

644 Flilcnrfl 

645 Frnndscn 

646 .ThwnrwJo 

647 PmitoA 

648 SeOas 
■JO Gul&tt 
(ffllDi Manat 

653 Wac 

654 Newton 

655 PHngbta 

u56 Baheyaro 
b5T TUfcr 
hS 8 RichantaM 

659 McAOntcr 

660 SaUv .. 

663 JuhanscB ; ' 

664 StanpEun 

665 Asatkwic . 
nfift Dtarett 
t*7 VanDcrUan 
668 DaiHy 

6W Hunt • ■ 
670 PtirkuBoo 
K73 Grant 

674 FarreOy 

675 Smart 
h7t> Speed 
677 Bnwyw 


0, 0 ...3J0 
a -16 341 
O' 3 22 

0 19 3.4 
0 7 M 
0 10 15. 

p 17 -28 
0 • 10 12 
0 18 15 
0 0 44 

0 16 50 

U 15 3.7 

0 4 2.4 

0 3 UJ 
0 3 3UD- 
0. 14 15 

0 11 24 

0 14 3J1 
U 13 24 
on in 

D 1 12 

0 9 311 


746 Mi Hughes 

747 Moncur 

748 BWvup 

749 Bctkmne 

750 Lumas 

753 Jones 

754 Eario 

755 Anlley 
75d Fear 

757 C Hughe* 


MAN 

li 

3ri 

7.4 

KMJ Deane 

MAN 

MAN 

fl 

ft 

34 

14 

7JI 

711 

SM Liflev 
fbvi Hjsjchank 

MAN 

I) 

16 

7.11 

Wo Claridcc 

MAN 

LI 

II 

35 

8W, HcJtuy 

NEW 

il 

|h 

3i> 

W.7 Fowler 

NEW 

(1 

4 

IS 

868 Berger 

NEW 

n 

13 

25 

fiffl Owen 

BOL 

ti 

1/ 

2H 

87U Sdioles 

NEW 

II 

Ilf 

in 

873 Cote 

SHEF 

fl 

il 

;< 

874 Sobkjocr 

SHEF 

11 

h 

l« 

S7S Sbcringham 

SHEF 

t> 

.-8 

1.7 

876 Ncriaud 

SHEF 

u 

39 

lit 

877 Shearer 

SHEF 

n 

13 

14 

878 Asptflla 

SOU 

it 

2 

15 

879 Fcrifinnnd 

SOU 

li 

9 

12 

88H liwussan 

TOT 

n 

1 

6J1 

883 Gudfonsaxi 

TOT 

TOT 

0 

n 

14 

ill 

35 

32 

884 Humphreys 

885 Bondi 

TOT 

u 

Jl 

A5 

8R6 Hum 

TOT 

0 

12 

3.0 

887 Le Tiasier 

TOT 

D 

2 

25 

888 Evans 

EVE 

n 

8 

20 

869 Ostenstad 

WIM 

l 

7 

20 

89U Annsirtxng 

WH 

0 

K 

25 

893 Itowh 

WH 

u 


25 

804 Hanson 

WH 

u 

36 

25 

895 Klson 

WH 

n 

9 

3i» 

896 Holdswoitb 

WIM 

i 

11 

18 

897 Fkntm 

WIM 

u 

18 

3.1 

80S Gayle 

WIM 

u 

21 

•ill 

R99 EacQ 

WIM 

(1 

(1 

211 


WIM 

0 

13 

10 

uiMir; 


COV I 

COV I 

COV I 

COV 

COV 

CRY 

CRY 

CRY 

CRY 

BAR 

DER 

DER 

EVE 

EVE 

LEE 

LEE 

LEE 

LEI 

LEI 

UV 

uv 

uv 

MAN 

MAN 

MAN 

MAN 

MAN 

NEW 

NEW 

NEW 

NEW 

NEW 

SHEF 

SHEF 

SOU 

SOU 

SOU 

SOU 

TOT 

TOT 

WH 

WH 

BOL 

WIM 

WIM 

WIM 


V -SAT®* 


ft 


Tpi: 

***•■•: 


STRJ KE RS 


0 3 12 
fl 6 15 


a 9 12 

0 9 111 


■a o ia 
0 1 22 


0 25 25 

u 24 27 

II 7 3Jfl 


“SOU Bciriutmp 

803 Wright 

804 Boaronne Pereira 

805 Ybriw 

806 VmriiHW 

807 Cottymorc 
m WUtinswi 
HU9 Hcndrtc 
KW HtishW 

833 Suiwn 

834 Galhdwr 

835 Dahlin 
H36 McCinlay 
837 Make 
»?fl 2 o 1 a 

839 Vkilli 

840 Ma Hughes 

843 Hire Andre Fin 





90(1 Wenger 

Wl T inlv 

ARS 

AV 

0 

fl" 

71 

1C 

7 5 
cn 

D 

62 

75 

WJ UIUC 

904 Wilson 

fvf 

BAR 

U 

0 

u 

10 

J-U 

10 

n 

s: 

72 

905 Hodman 

906 Todd 

BLA 

0 

17 

5.0 

0 

0 

zn 

BOL 

0 

12 

15 

0 

28 

6.7 

W7 Guilin 

CHE 

o' 

25 

45 

n 

II 

14 

90S Stmrtmn 

COV 

0 

17 

3X1 

0 

19 

8.1 

909 QjppeH 

930 Smith 

CRY 

0 

16 

10 

0 

6 

12 

DER 

0 

20 

20 

n 

6 

15 

933 Kendall 

EVE 

0 

12 

25 

0 

8 

15 

934 Graham 

LEE 

0 

23 

35 

0 

56 

45 

9 35 O'Neil! 

LB 

0 

22 

45 

n 

54 

3D 

93b Efrans 

LTV 

0 

21 

70 

0 

13 

4.Q 

937 Fereusoa 

938 Dafe&h 

MAN 

0 

28 

90 

0 

3 

1 1 

NEW 

0 

IS 

70 

fl 

33 

27 

939 Pleat 

SHEF 

0 

9 

40 

0 

25 

931 

940 Jtmes 

SOU 

0 

J6 

25 

0 

25 

35 

943 Fraaaa 

TOT 

0 

13 

45 

fl 


4.4 

944 Redknapp 

WH 

0 

16 

32 

fl 

16 

3J) 

945 Kinoear 

WIM 

3 

19 

45 


If -you twmld like to know tnore about ^ 
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Right look stuns Williamson 




^■ivKc 


The stewards have 
stepped up their 
campaign against 
jockeys who look as if . 
they are not trying hard 
enough, or in the case of 
Norman Williamson, 
looking the wrong way. 
Richard Edmondson reports. 


When you talk glasses and 
stewards, the immediate clink- 
ing image is of ice floes bobbing 
- around in crystal-contained 
oceans of fine brandy. The no- 
ble men in tweeds may have to 
be reassessed mentally, how- 
ever, following the recent vig- 
orous employment of the 
alternative glassware of binoc- 
ulars from their eyries. 

On Sunday at Ayr. the jock- 
ey Brian Storey was punished 
for non-trying, at a time when 
he could have expected his ad- 
judicators to be squabbling 
over the slabs on the cheese 
board. And yesterday there 
were admonishments, too, for 
feather-duster efforts at Plump- 
ton and Leicester. 


Gardie Grissell and Barry 
Fenton were the naughty boys 
in Sussex, the trainer and jock- 
ey team being fined and banned 
respectively following Buck- 
land Lad’s second placing in the 
handicap chase. 

Gardie, it must be said, hard- 
ly held his hands up. This is out- 
rageous," he said. “In 20 years 
of training I have never senr out 
a non-trier and never back any 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: D Cano's Beeno 
(Newton Abbot 3 JO) 
NB: Nant Y Gamer 
(Lingfield 3.20) 

of my own horses. My jockey 
rode a great race as the others 
went off too fast in this heavy 
ground. This is a slur upon my 
character and I shall appeal" 
Even if you had been shirring 
with an empty decanter by your 
side at Leicester, it would have 
been demanding to ignore the 
howler committed by Norman 
Williamson. The jockey was 
comfortably dear on the run-in 
of the novices' chase on Herbert 
Lodge and, just to make sure, 
he peeped over his right shoul- 


der to check for danger s. If he'd 
looked over his left, he would 
have noticed Kapco steaming up 
for an improbable success as he 
struck a statuesque pose. 

This is not good form at the 
best of times, and it is especially 
not good when you are riding 
a 4-11 shot. Herbert Lodge 
transported £7,000 in recorded 
bets alone and some of the con- 
tributors gathered to have a 
word with Nonnie on his return. 
They came close to forming a 
lynch mob. “Go back to Ire- 
land", “go to Blackpool" and 
“you should be banned for six 
months’* were the views avail- 
able to a family newspaper. 

One punter tried to pene- 
trate the unsaddling enclosure 
to make his point and William- 
son walked out to his next ride 
amid a cocoon of fellow jockeys. 
“I am very, very sorry," he said. 
T made a mistake. It*s been 
done before and it will be done 
a gftin. ] made a mistake and 
that's it - sorry to the public.” 
Williamson’s official chastening 
was a 14-day suspension which 
removes him from consideration 
for the Hennessy Gold Cup. 

There are plenty of cups to 


be won before Newbury, 
though, notably the hardware 
for Che First National Bank 
Gold Cup at Ascot on Saturday. 
On a point of handicapping, the 
winner has already been estab- 
lished as Simply Dashing, whose 
victim at Wetherby this month, 
Senor El Betrutti, secured Sat- 
urday’s Murphy’s Gold Cup. 

The bunting has yet to be 
dragged down from the loft at 
the gelding’s Yorkshire yard, 
however. “The horse is all right 
and Richard Dunwoody has 
been booked to ride, r Peter 
Easterby, father of trainer Tim, 
said. “The Wetherby race may 
have been false, the grey [Senor 
El Betrutti] may have needed it” 

Simply Dashing shares top 
weight with Or Royal Martin 
Pipe’s winner of last season’s 
Arkle Trophy at the Festival. 
Another consideration is Josh 
Gifford’s Redeemyourseff. “As 
long as the ground is good, and 
we are promised some rain, 
then Redeemyoutself will run,” 
the trainer said. And he, like 
all the others, had better run 
wholeheartedly as the boys 
with the glasses will be watch- 
ing. 



Crossing point: With Pfumpton station’s railway bridge as a 
in a handicap chase at the Sussex track yesterday but fades 


back drop, Indian Run leads the field over the water jump 
into fourth behind Karar Photograph: David Ashdown 
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WETHERBY 


1.10 Mettemison 
1.40 Forest Ivory 

2.10 The Real MO 


HYPERION 

2 AO DOWN THE FELL (nap) 
3.10 Speaker WetheriM 
3.40 Leap In The Dark 


DOING: Good. 

• Left-hand oval dost fkxr-n al 200yds sightly uphU 

• Course to NE of town on BT23* near junction of A58 and At ADMISSION: Ctub Cl2 
(acoonpanied under- 16s free); TattarsaSs £8; Come £2 (OAPs £1) (can; hdudng upio 
4 addts £81 CM PARK: Free. 

a LEADING TRAINERS: Mrs M Ravetoy 44 wvneni tom ITS rumen pms a success ra- 
tio of 256%, G Richards 34 ton XV 0*%l D Mchoisen 16 tom 61 (2£2%) T Easterby * 
from 73 £05%). 

• LEADING JOCKEYS: P NfMfl 43 wins torn Ml ndes gives a success ratio of 267%. A 
Maguire 22 tom 96 (224%), A Dobbin ® tom m (171%) R Guest 17 tom 81 (21%). 

• FAVOURITES: 101 wins n 443 races (43.1%) 

BUNKERS) FIRST TJM& Gate Force (lltj Golden Thundertwtt (l*» (vtonreta Silent 
Vaflay (2.10) (visored) 

npTrfi MALTON RACING ASSOCIATION NOVICE HURDLE 
I (CLASS D) £3,650 added 2m Penalty Value £3,134 

1 83 A1ZDT1C (17) {B*f fWM) J total 4 11 0 ECNhghwP) 

2 -FG502 CAULKER (Biff A Bams# MBames4 Tf0 S7bjfar{5) 

3 33400- FALCOffS FLAME (2S5) (V ’mo'npgtn) V Tharpa: « n □ UrMThoanpaxi 

4 3 B30SWR(3l)fC&awn)UQods4llQ B IfcGratfi (5) 

.5 FLOWS) BHEH (F60) [WG Barter) D Barter 4 11 Q DBeteey 

|>6 60M GALE FORCE (9) (Gearcp Digs) P Beamed 6 T1 0 RSupptaB 

’? a GOLDENTNUNDBBOIT^l)(l7)fCon!ncUt8NTMta4nO SDuaeoodyV 

8 OP- J0UY HEART (185) (LacfyAir»0Brtrdc)OBreman7ll D MBremn 

9 F4 J08SBAY(M)(»toJVfauiBjTteSiiO KJdAbmo 

, V 633 KIT SMARTE (10) (D U Faster) D M Foster 5 11 0 BS tare? 

I n 5252-5 NQjaflSON (9) (Lui* Seven Ftaring Oh) U rtsrircno « tio_ — RGwitty 

■a 0 MYGOMW«(U*tfte^uita<«MDoifc71!0 WtoMi 

I Q 653- REVOLT (305) (C H Starts) T EasWby 5 11 0 AThterttei 

14 06- SARAS DBJCBff (230) (MsDJadaoiJDtoictai5TrO -AMepnv 

G 5 SEWNMaEGAL£aj^lBnn(ta96Fki«dB5l1D Ataftfa 

« 54323- SOtm®WCHOSS(231)(D) UHH*MWE«tsarty5TlO. ; BFartoo 

»7 »- -SPOT OFSTEL (237) jBTStarerHtantfTtiraA 11.0.* JCafcgfwi 

ti 43- SWAI©AL£reira(Fl^(AinwCanatm)NB)(Cfflh51IO BM»t5| 

B 06 SYCAMORE LODGE (FW) (D M ftrit 8 H D 1 -~.DP*tor 

20 TAKE MCmCE (F17l)(JPSblterj)MVltoe4-nO._ r . --JSutaj 

21 4- THE BUTTB1WKX WO (FI 2) (Rrtwl Chanters) R Fahey 4 tf 0 fL**V(3) 

22 TROJAN WSK(rei)JA«ly Peake MtaAdJedaon) Ms MReteBy 4 HO_^_PI0ten 

23 2- YOUNG TOMO (187) (lfcrtiThmp3cn)J1fJl*rarai5l10 UrSDurw*(7) 

-23 rifl cfa tf ld " 

. BETTING: M Remit, 8-1 Southern Cras* 7-1 HaHurison, B-1 OMdanllaaidwtolLThiBnBMlu 

IM Sewn Mfc 8(*« Of SM* The Bafflmifck »t 14-t ratare 

l iWfcVtea^^tatomadbecMeofanwi 

FORM GUIDE 

Revolt ms no math for Atarfu te Kelso In January but the wmnar was one of last ism- 
son's tap novices and Ural was a sound firat run o*«r lURttes- Rewdt has rutf raced one© 
Kelso, bur several afTm Eastaby horses haw «wr? fate tine ouf rarer the paefteiertete 
There >5 no dart* about THE BI/TTERWICK WD being « encutfi Mowing three au- 

tum runs on the Flat and he fatehed fourth erf 17 behhd Qitoei to a brewder te Art- 

setxxgh 12 days ago The Button** KM m^rt want a longer trip cwr ludes evenbuy 
but a G-tutong win at Musselbugh in shows he is no* amptya st^etAn Imprawd 

F)af hms« r?w Buttorwk* Kid c«Jd be ready to mate a neme fcr hereeff ow 
AnotherflttomtneFlailsTh>jenRi$kbutMwyRewley h 6» n *ahadtwnteiaNHWC- 

ond to Plcfcans n a ftedcar ctefcnar being tar GwKf Lewis. Tto&n Rtsii has oc* baenae 
1 oood at four as to was b tfr&d but he con mate his presence Wl hero, noverthatess. 
Saras PeBahl showed promtoe In toe second of tvoW Hat races leat and com- 

manos respect but he e related w a cwple of staying types a nd wane a t the «-F « 

horees and more expenanced hutBers mytt be a bktoo Mtoptelwiio^ ™re»»Ud 

be a n« of tfw sort n Golden Thunderboa; saccn) to MBnePhnceaaii ia MOfl® 0 
™Martel R»en (Sycamore Lodge sixth) end vteored tor the »tt ana Golden Thun- 


derboit was not dot easy to wn with on tf» fW, howw« «**» It is dfficuB to know the 
best trto tor SouIIwm Crose, toed In a thratMnter last season. CondKons took right to 
mrfHKnhtmn but ha was beetan a long way here n«ie days ago, si the n otnoes* hanoloap 
won byaisive Star tom Ctulkar. Sel ection: TVtE BUTTBfWICK KE 

p| l»n\ PROFESSOR PETER ALEXANDER NOVICE CHASE 
I l,w l (CLASS D) £5,000 added 3m if Penally Value £3,600 

1 OWet MlWBEO'GRADY{1>)P«0)l , *sAnnBM)WCurtisfam81t5 N9Mh 

2 Wt-F F0f®T NOSY (10) (D BP) (OH FofEC»E Partw^ipj D f4*OScn 6 T1 0 — A 

3 2C0S- JERVAiHJt (T75) p*erl Ogdp-i) 3 Pfctwds BUD Rtomnody 

4 01PP2/ KDUWfps^UVtebrttoMRBWbyVtiO PMNen 

5 S1P/F2 NNGGfRSEA{»(ia)^btesyWW9LB8J1Unar8nD ASapr*) 

6 4/3P2 RYE CROSSING (7) pH Stored) TEaaerty 7 HO RGanftiyB 

BETTTNQ: 11-10 Foraat hwy, 4-1 Jerveuh, 6-1 IQdtoL 7-1 Maybe O'Grady, 8-1 Rya Crtiaatoj, 13-1 
BngGteaarti 

FORM GUIDE 

FOREST WWW was held wten taBng two tore homa to the race won by Northern 8MVt 
at Chepatow; but ho went oft ianurtm there and ** be a short pries to mate amends 
ownHs more sutabte trip *i a rrwch weater contest Fourth to Istabraq at Cheltenham 
In March, then winner of the three-mia nwfoe at Aintrea. Rarest («uy was a classy fKr- 

cdarcompmod with today's opposition. Rya Crossing’s second to CMppedCXit at Sedge- 
MU took a taxxkwfwn Crtppad Out was pJnd i*>* V on Sunder wto Maybe C/GracVs 
12-49nBth beatinD of KtogGlnreacb does net amount to much as they ware the only fin- 
isliere in a fowunr raca Janrautx coJd writ be the one to chase home Fores Nor* 
although his only attempt in a steyng nurdls last seesan msUt&d r> Mm Mstma a ei»- 
appomtino seventh to Setatan at Bangor. On the pka sitte. Rlchaid Dmeoody rides and 
the Gordm RJchajds stable, usually one to Mow h Nawmbf* hat had a m0aol novfca 
chBaers win fi s t wne out raoertly. Selection: FOREST IVORY 

lO ih l HENDERSON INSURANCE BROKERS NOVICE HURDLE 
^■ lu l (CLASS D) £3,650 added 3YD 2m Penalty Value £2,819 

1 5 BEBWS STAR (FSepenanlF (tens) NBjoofltB RSUppto 

2 BRQCTIWE UNE (F27) (D Rayferti) Ms M ftatoey V 12 PMren 

3 43 GOOD Eton) MHanrnond tie A Do Ufa 

4 HON EWLORBI (FED) (Banka Raong Syndato) D Baiter « C JCaBe^wn 

5 8 LCKD DISCORD (T7) j ttayl T Esslrtof O XL — — .ft Thornton (5) 

6 2 1« REAL MCCOY (l^^taJRRamsdBnJltaJtonsdBnOtt AHogato 

7 ’nctOflMA (Pt^ (Andy itele) M temmond e 12 RGDitty 

B AVRO AMAN F12EJ J9 P 9wtrt) M Carscho T) 7 E ra t tfen (3) 

9 0 SLLEKT VALL£Y(13HMreSE Cooper) UssLSddMB 7 __TSteM(7) V 

0 TB»fSBOW^9*sAnneJawi)UWEBBa9toyB7 : IPMM^ey© 

-10 didMed- 

BEmMG: 54 Tha Rial Mceo^7-aBioclane Una, 4-1 Good Ardfla, 11-4 Lord 0Meoal,10-mch- 
dfeBA 1M BwMrt Slat 14-1 Amo Alton. 2M ohm 
FORM GUIDE 

Mary Rawfay won Die JuwnkfinllB at Martel Rasen laM Ttosdey with Sad Mad Bail 
a Rat horeogtangtodteg tar the firei tine, so there must be a chance thMBROCTWC 
UNE can getfhe better cfTIre Reel McCoy and Lent Dfacord BroctuneUneftnlGhed 
third ii a 10-runner tandcap al Newcaatta a month ago Invariably wl betoan on the 
Fiat Tba RaM McCoy can ba expected m win a race pwr hrerfaa. Hairing hb Wa run 
tor Lynda ftamsdw% he tept up too strong a galop tar al bar previous winner Eponiio 
at Newcastle a tarmgit ago, a race It wtich Good Judge lisshad loir lengths away 
tftrii On that occasion. Good Judge had too benefit of Ms tovrth to Monartt* PuraUt on 
frte course. Asa Ganttty switches to Mcky Hammontft other rumet TMndroa, but It 
n not encouregnothst he wsb taied off last oM2 1* Ltastjafcu^i 12 days ago. Lord Ois- 
ccnlwBS the Ten eaaterty second string when BtabtemateMonareKsPuauit edged out 
the Pipe-traiiBd Amilgs ii a much hottor race on this came on 1 Nctorabet Fourth then 
was Wdry Hansrondk Count tany who made the most of an easier opwntag M Pyr wi 

Steuday site Lord Discord can baupacted to Ague much more prornnenly el thtoter- 

at Avro Avtot has not achiawd much to tar. but neHher had The Real Mrftay uM 'he 
v«rt)uwtogTl»«y is aMsfatartoAvro Anson. Setoction: BnOCTltC LfC 

(6 Ari l MITSUBISHI MOBILE PHONES CHASE (LIMITED HAND- 
L£™1 1CAP) (CLASS B) £10,000 added 2m Penalty Value £6^45 

1 3F2-15 CBJBAIE (T7) (QIBF) (Waited BridgsfWtrentoC UtenSII 7 Rftawoody 

2 12332- MAJOR BEU. (2919 (AC Weans) A RMn Sit 3 AOateh 


3 inn- CSfCUNty STRONG (29t9(D)^f1(NiASMct(DWtoton7n2 ABip4» 

4 P025 NATIVE IBSSUN CM) (O? {GESWUM) JftaGan* «tl 0 FUateW 

5 SJ4-61 GUIB«AKCHALLB*3£f18) (CXI) T£as»bygt37 -ftGgrrt l^' 

6 43136 0OWNTHEreLL(t7)(CD)ataSJo)TH0i^JHJcfnstn8®7 IBSttnaekp) 

-•dedsad- 

BETTMG: 3-1 CAM, M CwtaWy Strug, 4-1 Cunbrtai ChoflmffA M MMnr Btt, M Nathn 
MMw, Oown Tba FW 

FORM GUIDE 

h**v reetrittod CERTAWIY STRONG to just three races during the WMB eampaiffi 
and afso tept her off the track unti February, vthen aha beat race-fit horeos (hw laEf- 
tkntooul wtmere) at Sandown. The mare should be (fffkait to beM agun. giwn thM she 

twwtably nau wel first time bach, and we may not tnre seen the best of her ytt as she 
has had iuat aix nmee owr fences. CeBreto needs to bounce back after finishing only 

oath in IndanJocteyls race at Ascot, but behind Nm there »«s Down The Fell and be- 

forehand the topweight defied 12 same when beeihg Amanoio under Rtarerd OMmoody 
at Kemptoa Down The Fel ended his noaica season beamg the useU LonJ Doreel at 


at Kempton. Down The Fal ended his novica season beemg the useM LonJ Doreet at 
Aaitrea, but aereral casuates there nduded CeBMe tteveurite) and the rwadt pmpabfy 
tetters ten up^nd-commtag amatew Seamus Duradt is an rterBsttag choice of ridar 
tor Down Tha FM. howewt Cumbrian Challenge put ha poor comeback run batted ' 

fifri when wlnraifl a toweAffBiiehandfcapuidor Catena here leal month and Ms boat- 

big of Irvtarm Thumbs Up al Aaoot in Apr! Bhcws he capeaithtelHWl.AllBaa&anbn' 
an Chstenge is owar Mb Ideal triR whereas Mafor BeB has nwertacMBd a two-mte chase 
betant so he wi do wM to mate a wtantag reappearance as n* has done n the last 
two sanrm Smart as ha k. M*or Bel could find this bp on the tfiort Bate Mfl if Cer- 
tarty Strong does mate K a iniy run raca. Athough ho doas not stand irnch racinc these 
days, and has gone a long time without a win. NathreMiaston cannot be nJod out At 

W years of age. ha ia not pest ft SoMcbon: CER7AN.Y STRONG 

Tril LAMBSON HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS D) £5,000 added 

- lu 3m if Penalty Value £3.443 

1 RZF-n LORD OF THE WESTM ftaie Oudnss erf WtenrBtalJJ 01MB 02)564 -A 

2 3MI SPEAKS! WEAMBVLL (10) pjdy Aire BarBncb) 0 Etaman B 12 0 HBreman 

3 00534 PMGUMei0<)P)(AGOBfpd)Mlta»ncnd91D5 -ADottoi 

-OdKMred- 

BETTWG: 54 lord Of Tba MM; IWSpretar BMhMM.73 Pine Qm 
FORM GUEIE 

Last yeas Lord OTThe WSet completed a haMrickbeiore Christmas but SPEAKER WEATH- 
ERfLLrnMit atop him wpoateg the fea t thia terra roust Speaker VtoathscR may not haw 
tead tough eppasition wt»n winrfr© twice In the space erf five days at Newcastle, txfl 
Lord OfUtoVtast had frte three op p onents In Na two races at Caiteta-Lred Of^ The Wast 
teamaup retort ufib Alton Maguto on board for last yaarb three wtaa and he Is a more 
ntuM ttwae-n* cbauc than Spoater weathar^whow sailer Newcaafe cucceos was 
In Best at tore sort of trip Ront-ruMig Speeher Waathert ahntfd be able to detato a 
peca that suits ten however, end Oman Bremarfe StrMh RCAfal i^set Soutrte Strong U 
tha Sutoay ftoue here. Detection: SPEAKER WEATHERLL 

| Q All) MARSHALL CONDITIONALS’ HANDICAP HURDLE 
(CLASS E) £3,000 2m 4f 110yds Penalty Value £2,373 

1 W220 HO«A»«ftO)(q[PBtaUDotir<lfciURBWto|f5tlt) ii H NaagMon (6) 

2 1F434 SCA^Afig ptatafTcR«*gCUbOwiarsGK»rtJJdfBrBcn9tl8-._JlltelWi(iai 

3 2£F46 BHAMCHBI(B)(EMstoyPdrtenlto) JTiraStllt „RBare(7) 

4 223143 l£APMTHEDA«(8)(D)(MiDJMa^»l»LataM8159 .TStktoB» 

5 0CFF- AMA2MG SAH. (T7S) [0^ [Um*™) V*fflUtMgBn4D9 ECaB^an 

8 30523 SOCOSWSpfl (LtetpBsadsItaHasfc) JFfcQsrMf4 Ot FLaalv(S) 

>a 6dBctnd B 

BETTMGtVI UwploThaDwk,4-t Scarte.SsCterks.M WbWw*. 5-1 Brandtrei Araacteg Srt 
FORM GUIDE 

Leap In The Doric Is thoroughly reposett but he mute haw a Uiance In a race where 
most of the oppositbn looks vuharabte one way or another. SCARSA naght be the an- 
swer. Ha may hwe puled a bit too hard when tauth to Spend* (ChaSenham wimer on 
Surday) M IbwcestK He ie tom m Worm yaid and Me rider is entiled to a hefty DO 
aaoweree.EdrfeCalaghenwhowarionScart)atdNe*castetastsaasoaridBsAiB82- 
tog Saft. without a tut this term and who ended last season with two tala Hlghbank. 
who ate haitog hte Itet rut to almost a yw was a remote bat of sewn beWnd PoMert 
Gale at Chapter* whle at the other end of the soda Is Six dates, found wanting in 
hasten eo tec Lasf-MgM fate fwtee prewnted flwrtcber tom going dew to wnrtng 
tate eeoaan. but ha was a Wt rfsappdrtthg h WM AwxrfntBrte race at Keteo teat week 
after a satisfactory comeback n*i there bohtad Chwity Gusalw. Selection: SCARBA 


NFWTON ABBOT 

HYPERION 

1.00 Champteve 1.30 Lake Kariba 

stone 2.30 Friendly House aoo Shamarphil 330 

Deano’s Beeno 4.00 Muskhlll 

GOING: Good to Soft (Sc*t on bends). 

aid J7 tJl (BS%i N WDBanWxi H-54 B Po*e« 14-B1 (77%) 

FAVOURITES: 296360(435*) Ttw, Ltan ©401 

BUMKBffiD RRST TIME: Fadre Mto (iaa Albert The uon pi*? 

(«ieored) 

fTArtl DEVON NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E) 
I.UU| £2,925 added 2m If 

1 24F-61 CHAMPl£VE(ffi)P1)M?» 4fl6 TJteSZ 

2 4322-1 DINES p H) PNcfWfcS n _6- — "V nja« S3 

3 Of DESERT POWER (FRB) D ftatfal B 11 0. 

4 5QF-5 DTOTO (27) H Baler Sit 0 — 

5 MU EZZTS WJY P48) SMte* 9 A 

E HGHWSKLAD(nifl^Attan5flO — -SMJW 

7 0IP-P rDNE(7®NAy*te51lO... 

9 10 0M ZAflGYLANE(t3) A*sRH8ndarsoo5fl D N Bossier (7) 


LINGF I E LDJAW) 

““"iSSbssks 

^ Y 

Gamer 3-50 HaUan Symphony , — 

. GONG: Standard, STALIN th-®rts*d K rest - rofde. 

^ADVANT^lf^SPnrti 


"**■ - • — _ a Lt -dlu irin n 


t) OH KMaH1SamjGEGnL(t2)(Mfams6«« RJotaaM 

fl 000- SEMM4OW£34)lfeSW0fcra«n4 uajf*»rtngtel (7) 

-nmeteeri- 

HEnWGriwnaDtete. 2-1 Ctaepte** 7-2 MMcnl Srewl. IWIbrffiMe- 
biidgi C2ri. 25-1 Woto, 33-1 Otosre 

pf on ) WEST COUNTRY NOVICE CHASE 
I ijll (CLASS E) £4,075 added 2m 110yds 

1 45341- FOURTH Bf UNE ft9S9P9VWMrao»9®B — WMialaa 

2 B2552 LAKEKAHBApI) (CO)PNcWs6TJB T J Morphy 

a rCF5- MOUSE BAD (Z91) (CU) □ Gnkte 7 1> fi APMcCoy 

4 ffSGB RM«E»0(M){D)CawtaB«12 JJareteyB 

5 2P3U2- ROeuePf«JE(M3)(CD)CFbphm7t)12.JlAF*^irteJ 

6 50523 ZA8ADI(t4) (D) (BF) D Nchdscn & T) RJotweoa 

-fteted- 

aETTm& 7-* Padre (flu. TM Zatad, 4-1 Late Kreto, 134 Uouea BW, 
8-1 Fourth to Um, T0-1 Routes Wte 

f o ' hfl l WISHFUL THINKING SELLING HURDLE 
^■ W I (CLASS G) £2,375 added 2m If 

1 32344P TOUCHSaVSttia)(D) HMarw«a711 O AQorttag(7) 

2 oOfP* MffiRnHEUON(437)JNBYIe5D«J RJotnonV 

3 2 BBGHSIOW(Fl5?(S^MF(»4t)B -APNcGoy 

4 P-3562 C0BmBAnANT(ra)W(D)R2aBT7O12 — VStedary 

5 i/Pfl* GRANSTOWlLAICEffl ABarrwrfiDB-JB'OMePtaip) 

S TOM NWDOf»N(W)MBBetey5Dtt MrPPhtepep) 

7 0 W5HSEA{il)BU»a»yn4t>tt Gtantey 

g P05- SASSY STRST (F77) H tl O D Gi teg hw 

-BdKtand- 

BETTWG: A-TBrigtetooe. MflaurBNMte 5-1 IbedrSIvte «M Smrt 
S trsef, 2S-1 &sn» town take, Mte Sea. 3M «*««■ 


2 40006 TEARWHtTESIJPJTitoaag^—^^HKtSffP)? 

a OHS FflBmy BRAVE (12) ^ MtatefTB7 _— 

4 ooocd ®oceviGA7aef (d) W ^ a 

5 5fflS FEAmB)STO1gUWEp2)(P)1teslStttel69 0-- 

- — --*■ f 

B 030460 

7 544250 numxmmftm HOSt ** n5B .?-~? a *! l 5 

8 -43005 . FNAinSBW(C)>*aJCed382. ,Mrf tejteTW* B 
a a wn f®grfHOLM!E S3) W AiMrtaidSr'B — LCtmnockS 

-lOdrete red- 

w WirarfB. «M Ntar RteM Ren- 

nyftoftnfl.W-lothare 

I , , , J >- ervMBd T Octal 4 E 



1 000601 AN0KATO (12) CT KHcrY „ 3 JS° Vn FU*4® 

i W*& fta»n P) 9 B 

a. aeon eanonq 

6 (64402 J®*"? 

i'S 

Rn-cnl SALAMANCA MANDlWP (CUSS E) 


; — RGMMN (1201 s DW B II — 

2 LEG9©SJXHOrancn811 — j rautaoitt 

3 0 UWGB0WM«(Sfl>taLato81f 

{ “£ j8»ffl«f=33S 
SR 

l MwjATW«£WVHqia8R-Clreflteffl» 

i 1 
l -S 

| SUBB MUJA’SIIAGJCRKtayM: "Ad«* 

r-^=3n MALAYA GATWICK NURSERY HANDI- 
PTSO] CAPIOASS D) £4^50 added 2YO im 

hsBsa»iassKti=s 

j £ SSSwa 


_TQukn4E 
.R Mae 12 


AHcGtatS9B 

JS«way(3)1 


(b'oril SW RACING CLUB NOVICE HANDICAP 
CHASE (CLASS E) £4,075 2m5f 110yd* 

1 U3631- GENHAS WAGSt (tflB) p) U Csnpcn 7 11 f)W McFNtend 

2 TflSS- fMBfOtY HOUSE (231) (C) p?) wr^jeS 71 U-APHcCof 

3 3U/U1* HOLD Y04B RANKS (251) (CO) R Fibb T lh 7 JPrart 

« -54C4 HmHEADCM)(BF)Hauc«Brail5__ BPomE 

5 4BEGr3 WWOamiPOUJ(15P>fchcte9iiO.ACwwtai(5) 

S 3(332- UACEWM (190) DGerefcteTtlll G Braday 

7 SSOOO MSMJFF{2B}PHoaa8V9 CMwd* 

B /PPSb D(J)B«CMCCX»nmp57)FtaterTt)0_>MQmhi(7) 
9 ZPftPU CKWt£SQtW(S1 (W|MSte mBn7C0. PHotey 

Mthunc KM. Thaeeighes: OunHa Cou*y Sri tab Oates OuatarSM flh 
BCT7WG:«FrirertyHoate7iWtoad51HcWYMBatoYf(wlrtel 
Poly, 7-1 Lata Wrem.GrewrtVteoaclMR^wM, 3»-1 oten 

PTrinl CLAUDE WHITLEY HANDICAP CHASE 
l J - w l (CLASS D) £4^50 added 3m 2f 1 10yds 

1 33905- DOM SMMXmUmMMFpe 6D13 A P McCoy B 

2 3285- BRAMBLBKLBUCK (Z74) (Ct^PNdrfe8irD_TJte*t#y 

3 33-5U5 TUG OF PEACB (10J G Sattag P if 7 BCBord 

4 F403P- PENNCALER (237) PHotbs7D5 CUMMyaB 

5 640(2- &HAMAHPNL(2M)(C) R Merit D1 NhaSBrndCOMl 

- 5 dectered - 

BETTWG: 2*1 Don Sameuni, 52 BrarahMM Beck, 7-2 Presicrtet *2 
TUB 0» Pease. 5-1 ShanarpM 

f V ^ ri l WILLIAM HILL HANDICAP HURDLE 
1°- JU 1 (CLASS D) £3,650 added 2m 6f 

1 . V> DaUKTSBBWdsaKQMPpeS-nG A P McCoy 

2 FlRB-F HAR8ErH0USE(a)ftQGtAw>4fl6 MAPtegwHd 

3 COSO- MU9CAL MONARCH PD1) IPO) NHeMe 11 D II JCMtede 


5 S300 UFTTHE 0FPB1 (Jfl HfbrecnSI DteieOMMIS 

6 0D4 HKWURYLEGBO(131)BabJdnM6S DBMM1 

7 006500 MBSSKYE(Z6)TJttutf*si81 F Mortal S 

B 000000 LARAMAMA(14) P Bans 7 12 AMeCrtiy(7)7 

9 OUDO ZW»(10|GLM0Cl»7t) : JOuMa 

-Sdidarad- 

BEITWa: 54 Htatt VM, 7-fl Afa Feta. 4-1 De-ten , 7-1 IMTbe Oftet 
6-1 GoMK, 1M Hite SAye, 16-1 H^rfwy L^ted. S-f oSm 

f o ' on l BUSALO MEDIAN AUCTION MAIDEN 
STAKES (CLASS F) £3^00 3YO 1m 2f 

1 0Q3D0O BaraiM HONDA flljCBrtor 90, — : — RCodnntBE 

2 00 CUWQE(ia Rtegam90 AMcGtaw7 

3 200402 DONTWflmMKEfiqj^eaitieBO^CMernB 

4 300360 INKWBL (IQQL Mens SO MIIWm»2 

5 4S405 MASSttRSEVBfTEBf pi) HGoangrtdaa 90-^0*04 

a -04000 MASra S0BSY WftfltMSr 90 Stomal B 

7 6 FABYFWGBB (35) JL Epees, RUp|>ta5 

8 MO MARERMeBtrpqCOwyarBS. J Sorted (7] W 

9 QWNO NBKBfHBGHTSP^KBi1«S9_ — D Bwu eaf (0 11 

U 0000 WSSHP(e)PUkhMBB ACtat3 

If 0520 SW«(inH>OWw89 DteWWf 

-11«Mred- • 

BETTlHa: 74 Bedttte Houle, 74 DootWWT IBb, Sta, 1M Urn* 
Mrt tortea 1^1 ^ Bngrt >WSM 16-1 tews 

(O snl CORUNNA HANDICAP (CLASS E) 
£4.025 added 1m 4f 

1 65382 8TMEAmWVJU.(m(D)(BF)PEHtes4U0 — 

QFkteBWpll 

2 2D3G S33mUACK(ig(CDBf)0&iwtft99f)_TQrfno17B 

3 35534 UA5IBiBHaM]^(CBRPBaa7BD 

.S Wlflaoftii 7 V 

4 ODW CAS7LB SWUNG {CJ (D) CCyw 39 7RCrtnw5 

b OBOS SODSinnTWbSBB Uaafteeitte{7)tf 

6 soon AOHRAUSraiErpqeaciKiaarL-iiMtoiM 

7 503300 TBIEGAHmmCliuraaett MEOtaHo«Btt2 

a 332QD3 RanLR0ULEnEpg)iiEsBSm)to3aii — AOrts 

g 04000 HAROLDt9i(1flff9 BPzSrgflBfl— T3(nte3 

U 000956 JUNaW(jn)Rhapra3B* AMcGtaaeM 

IT 40000 TAREMfmR!rp)WMM367. M*&itoyvt5 

C 3460 NUaLE(18)(D)W 1*1301381 DffShasA 

B OOODOQ ABS01inaJSTUW«Gm)tDtoBVtarinB471? 

----- PPiteTiwpav 


4 OPSb- WMTAnpaRD&RM8»t _JRKreanrt 

5 31tS1 G8WTS P)®E p) CT >* )**b B D 1 (&«) — C Ueeetyi 

6 323G- OSBOTHEREALM(l«f)(CDBF)Rfioel6CO 

MrAHoteworth 

7 VB9I TOWLEANOBAfR) pB9)PF)JNw*e5 OO — RJrtneon 

8 00064 BOSEa (13) (CJ^ LYterg7 DO M&fflh»P) 

-Sdectered- 

Mktnmmlght: itm. 7teerre4yte-flop*Am*arf afc/toetefl*f4fe. 
BETTING: M Deeao’e Brto, 3-1 Garry* Wlh, M R»bM House, M 
PetendPa rete m. 10-1 MnotML 12-1 Royek Angela. 1*1 ftaefea. 1M 


ra onl BOUND EBIES OPEN NH PUT RACE 
^■’ uu l (CLASS H) £1^00 added 2m 11 

1 2371-1 KNOCK LEADER RMPpe 5 tin JiPNcCoy 

2 1 MUStotU-tlB) (D) D MctxjBonS ri 11 RMaaeeyR) 

3 AfiSOMiEPWCENBeUiHgeSII 4 .L Haney 

4 8^YNOVANHrtkTfOteB8 5tl4 CLtartyn 

5 CAPDAM BK3GLES L G CcttrM 5 71 4 DStear^ 

8 COVB6P0RrftJbrreanteughten4ii4 PfMeghw 

7 OWCMAURADERRF«oil4114 JFmrt 

8 U- GOOOVK* (197) D Uctohcn5 h 4 RJohreon 

9 WGB1D R Ateer 5 11 4 N Wtalngton (7) 

■0 0- OUR MAN FLfll 6230) Dr D Chesney 4 11 4 PHofcy 

71 . SANDORANMHH 714 „CHel*S 

12 P TBVBBSTSLn DGenda6eBT14 QUptoa 

B VEUATDRA0tfn6rt4 — HrRMMsp) 

H YflLETWZAPD MssV8krtBB4 11 4— JNteV Stephan 

B TAKETHETOPOfF A ittts 4 1)13 GStaddep) 

B MEN IT RAINS D EUdteA t> B. DJBwteeU 

BETflNG: IT-4 MUrtNH, 7-4 Kbote LeadK 7-1 Beefy More 4-1 Seed 
Yin, 28-1 Abbteree Prince. Cepteta Biggies, Often Por, 3M tewe 


14 504)60 ARBSH (JZS) <J 4 7 X) LCWmockll 

S 005 MQONStEFmHCtengUgBSTU bMefMwsiB 

« «3W CQUJURCOW6ajU3R(5 (D)H flaw 4710 JQuhnT2B 

TT OOR0V ANOTIBI MONK (J6T7) Rkigam67 1) NAdaoelB 

-T7dectaad- 

iteiim wa(9(» 7M 70b 7xMiwdbte 7N 7b MOonahD 

7rt0bCOtoJrCons6tor7aSbM*ar Uort W 13b 
ffinw»5-1 Sttefack, 8-t SMB Appnnat, Boyrt HouMb. 7-1 Harter 
Dented, fiodte, 0-1 Cartes Bunhfc TM CdouCoorrtflor; 1M te«* 

pTon\ LADBROKE AW HANDICAP (QUAUFI- 
l±£zi ER) (CLASS Q (DIV 0 £4,025 added 7f 

1 ttm NANTYGAMffi(Hftp5)(D) JBerry3913 LeTMboia 

2 334KB SAUY JACKET) VSrenaSSK RCadn»7 

3 000026 NAHBl STAR (1^ kta N MacaJey 4 9 B -JS Wterter 6 V 

4 0D330 TAUnO(t23)WM4395 Iterfin DwyerS 

5 4X000 RW»>ffla)liaODy(J2QRAWiret*BB—.Ta*Bi« 

6 49500 WTCHF*BER{j6)HBLSfctta5a4, — SWdtanrlbSV 

7 00009 SWYNF3RJ CHARief (3^ J Hdhartan 3 7 X).. — J Lorn 1 

8 B4284 HUSDU«in<1)P)CThor*r47B LCtonock3B 

8 4DQ3W B0OfflWBSp g)ptyM UdBrB7T)-AMdicfap)7V 

UninuR 7» TOb Tne eeiste IfatMn TXSb, facto Hbtat W 4b 
BEmM&MNM YGeew. 1M Stey JreK, WpMrSa^7-1 WMcpend 
Ndodft WfeMtatet ifeartg, M TetoW. Rocky Wrtre*, m toy#- 
fordOwwr 

fTcnl LADBROKE AW HANDICAP (QUAUFV- 
i r' 3V l ER) (CLASS E) (DW II) £4,025 7T 

1 «3G4 BAR8ASCMd2)(CnW)SUbcre5B’G-Candy HentaS 

2 NSI9 MKPSDOUBl£(28)(Bf?G^Ks»ai^39T>_ 

A Whiten (3] BB 

a zseos aaaeHaxFnien7](q(D)Qjrirtr#^4r4gg_. 

-JteneffNaBSV 

4 520614 nAUAN SYMPHONY RP Brea 3 B2_AHcCrtyp) 6 V 

5 000041 CHAUC (4){D}Kate*38 71 pe? DSaenytel 

6 OOGOB0 CHJRCHBrSSmOCm^BFtonSBl-JtottiDmS 

7 000000 AEGEAN SOJKD RK hay 3 7 T)-. Jl Artis 7 

8 000000 ■roDaT(57)(0 8Jfate n47l)^Babtaidp)4£ 

-BdKtared- 

Wrfowrirei^tfWfflb TiuBiantSapimtfcHoOeUTsHh 
BETTING: 04 DiDHMr toff Ttae, 3-1 Btetanoo. M hart SjfMrfiMK 
8-1 MOa'tDo irfile , d a te , Aege an Souid.HHQeBtiar»Shaaciw, 101 

He Debt 


RACING'S FUTURES MARKET 


Mr Mulligan, who made heavy 
weather of heating Ask Me Lat- 
er, carrying 541b more than his 
true handicap weight, at Ayr on 
Saturday, is now 10-1 with 
Coral and Ladbrokes for the 
Gold Cup. 

Ladbrokes yesterday cut 
Trying Again from 16-1 to S-l 
for the Hennessy Gold Cup at 
Newbury a week on Saturday 
after heavy support. David 
Gandolfo confirmed rumours 
that he has booked Richard 
Dunwoody for the horse. 

Ladbrokes and William HDJ 
make Simply Dashing favourite 
for Saturday's First Bank Gold 
Cup Handicap Chase at AscoL 
He had Murphy’s Gold Cup 


winner Senor El Betrutti 15 
lengths behind when winning at 
Wetheibyon his reappearance. 

WflfamHB) bet on OwlhaFiret Bank Gold 
Cup Handicap Chart (2m _3l HOy d,A»- 
cofSrturtwk 7-4Smoiy Oahina 
Royal 6-1 Jaffa!. 7-1 Flna Thyne. S-lfmz- 
erfctand. 18-1 Around The Ge*. 12-1 State- 
ly Home. 12-1 Wld Wbfit Wnd. 14-1 
Radaeaiwousrtl 20-1 Untan Rocks, 2S-1 
An Prtic4 25-1 Greenback. 33-1 Monte So- 
ham. 

Lrefbrak»itrt7-4Srnp»yDBShraMOr 

ftoyal 5-1 Jeff* 7-1 Fho Thyna JO-1 Aiond 
The Gate, fl-l Frazer Island. C-l ftodae- 
myourertt 12-1 Stately Hama, 14-1 Orton 
ftacteU-IWidVfel Wrid. 2S-1 Art FTnca. 
25-1 Greenback, 33-1 Monks Scham. fSeaf 
prices in bold). 

Ladbrefcaa bet an tha Hanrweay Gold Cw> 
Hamflcap Chase (3m 2MT0y0, Nawbmy, 
Satteday. 29 NowombertrS^ efln a run San- 
ta. Dtadrti 7-1 Barton Bank. 8-1 Cooma HI 
Ejcfca Tryro Agah »-l r«ne For A Run. 
12-1 BetawmKng, Surry Bey. 14-1 General 
WUfa.S-1 Ce«c Abbey. Baronet Colonel h 
Orel Go Bart& Harwrt UA taian Track- 
er. 

- Ian Davies 


1998 Champion Hurdle (2m 110yds) 

Cote WBamtg Iretowrt 

fC&Wicn) 51 5-1 8-1 


Horae (tart) Cote — M ireta 

Shadow leader {CEgatr^ 51 M 

^ 7-T 51 

MrtA9tert<MPrt M . 8-1 

CtetarBaypOM tw 

ItaStetartlHftrt) 20-1 UT 

jrtgjOTM 2P-1 t&l 

JnyurtUJQtg IB* iw 

Meteto(ltaMBe»rtrt 2M »4 

SwratertpHchoto^ JM »i 

Prto Iter U II JbftaBW) »i »1 

Spate TtrekertlfaJHBPWgten) 33-1 151 

Zml«rta(Dlfchnbon) »1 3M 

Thtebart iMtAPOBrtVH • 40-1 »1 

BteMorlGBBattq 3M_ K4 

£ech«W a guooar fte od*, ptacas, 1. 2 , 3 {Ctateatam. rtten 


1998 Cheltenham Gold Cup Chase (3m 2f 110yds) 

Horae (fart) Cote WBM taterort » 

Dorane Pride (MHangarvW) 8-1 5-1 8-1 t 

The Gray Mote iGffichante) ■ 8-1 B-1 7J a 

Iteltaagan 01 Chano^ 104 01 10-1 i 

AddmgiotiBoy (Sffchardsj tfri w\ im j2 

Coomb HMfW arts) 18-1 W-1 14-1 ft 

knperMOM f Smharrtrt0 1*4 B4 104 t 

tywg»(MP»4 54 »1 «-1 B 

BMHhCtoerttrCraew »4 2&^ t 

Spwfcytoyia (C Pate) " 25-1 _W 25-1 t 

Stmog P ro nri ra (GHAbari) fe-1 a>i a 

amtejDAfchagin) 33-1 254 304 2C 

Danoll fT fateyW M-i »4 a 

SteiyBayP&Mta) ®4 S4 M4 2 

OoBeMrttoUPawa) *0-1 33-1 33-1 Z 


EecTHB^fl quarter ff»Dt*fi,p*c8s. T.2.3(an*mlmk rtvrsdgx WUatOil 


RACING RESULTS 

LEICESTER 

12-30: 1. NATIVE SHORE (Mr K R 
ORrti) 5- £; 2. Outetequay 2-1 btc 3. Hin 
WKSe It Laate «. 11 ran. 1^ 'h. El fC IrtD. 
tore: saao; ctatv et*x ssaa of: ba csf: 
£733. TricasC £292a Trio: £7BU 

1-20: 1. COUTTOSS83 (S Wyra*) 9-4; 
2. Braooa 2-1 tev; 3. Muetang SceUy 25-1 
15 tan 2. tX (M HpATWre £400: ClSUElZQL 
fSSa DF: EE3a CS=: CSBU TMo: £S8£& 
1.50: 1. THE WHOLE HOG (N 
yrt»reon)Tl-4 L 2 : Alaelten Heir 3 can. 
11-T)fw Jmmy 00aa(u).2 04BeBey)lbtK 
£250 DF: &34QCSF: 1332 

220: 1.-POTTEH*S GALE ffl Johraoni 
evens tsv; 2. New inn &4; 3. star SMao- 
Oon 4-1 B ran. 7. 1’/a. (D Ntahobonl Toftc 
£150; eua czoa DF:&4a CSF: te 
250: ^KAPCO (Q Brecfey) h-4; 2. Her- 
bert tort* 4-n ten 3 ran. z (C Brooks! 
Tbrt DF: £1501 CSF: £4Dt 
3 l 20: 1. GIPSY C£OF (R Bqnfl 7-1; 2. 
^ ^ iw; 3. Ww Rteow fi.i 

13 ran. Hd, 4 (G Hubfarad). Tfete: £930; 
£24Q Et5U £23Q DF: E155Q CSF: ETRSH 
Tna £5200. 

<^£BS5S5Sna 

SSSSSKHNSaap 

£5112. TriCfflt 08667, DiK £9230. 
Ptocapot £64sa Quadpat: £2350. 

Pteca (fc C7Sfl2. Ptac* 5: S565a 
PLUMPTON 

1AR 1. LANSDOWNE fl. Ctinnrt 
T>-8 tor. 2. Fonfanay* 7-2; 3. Drag 34 

7 rt * (P Mchote). Tbte: £230; £1411 
CtflaOF:£ajUCSft£5SA ' ^ 
«. ^LK ABARppSirt^a-l^tta- 
1h* Vwitara 5-b 3. Jour *8*20-1 5 mi. 

t&rMtftUCSRSE 

s 

74. S ran. fl-10 rtSupemwk (fel). a M. 


i -*•! ^88 trt-1; 3. Uaqv 7-1 7 ran. a 'A-* 
ClflO; &aa £250 DF: £soa 

3.0ft LWISrtNG WILLIAM UTrt) 7-2; 
2 ^ rtg CoteBteAi: 3 . Primltfv* Streak 
16-1. 6 ran. 7-4 tar Rosavflay (Ml n cSst 

a3o:i.Fm.-niEau.(APiAeCo«)fr5 
WJSE5f?25a s ran. 

awassssasB* 

Ffac^Jot £5550 Ouadpot £4640 
Pface ffc £fi*5A 

SOUTHWELL (AW) 

12.10; 1, DUCT (W Ryanig.2-2.UW9i 
rtue 2-1 ton 3. Chadleigh Lans 7 -t 13 


rea >A & (Lord Hurttergdon) Tine: £S.». 
£1SU£1« EtO DF: £67tt CSF: £1252 Tna 
ciam 

\2Ato 1.PHARUT DANCER (AOteiaw) 
*l!b ArenB B tea 6-1; 3. WhWey Grange 
Boy 11-4 tar. 14 ran. ft te. (W Halcyi) Tote: 
EM0O; C37Q. E23U ClfiG DF: W52Q Cff 
£0344 TriCBBt £32317. Tno- £3360 
1.10: 1-DBAOCTIAT (G Duftefcfl 7-2:2. 
Gnwnra Gold VXK3D; 3. Awesome Van- 
tafa 7-1. 12 ran. 3-1 tar Daimrea 3. 9 (Sir 
Mark Prescott). Tbte: £450; £l3ft £200. 
£300. OF: £1610 CSF: W12. Trio- E4SV1 
14ft1.WtLfDN(M1ebbutt) 16-1:2. Bn- 
toant Evens tar, 3. Sara Moon Classic B- 
1 15 ran. NX. Z (J Hatherton; TWe: £3690: 
£am £l2ft £23& Eff: E247Q CSF. E34S& 
Tno: £1462(1 

2.10: 1. CLASSY CLEO (JF Egan; 7-2. 
2. Ruoaten Romeo 8-1 : 3. crMcal Ah 2-1 
fw Bran. 2 w (P BranslTWe: CiOO: £tfiQ 
£150, E150 DP: £22.10. CSF: E329& Trtcasc 
£8803 

2.40: 1. PHOENIX PRINCESS lL New 
torj 4-1 tar, 2. Comttn Qoert3i : a Mew- 
bndKComerS-IASortgMwafS-i ifiwj- 
2 2'^ (B MtrfUtehon) Ttotes 15430: £150. £230 
a.ia DP £2460. CSF. £4192 Tncasc 
£21749 Trio-. E5QBQ. 

3.10: 1. BURUNDI (M Tebburi) 5-1: *■ 
Graert»n4^fav:a M*nf MoonB-i 13 
raa 12 1 lACarrab TbtoOSft £24a £120 

£240 DF: £82Q CSF: CVX. Tno: OtfiQ 
3^0: l. NOTATION (P Fessey) 5-1; 2. 

LaM®nora*ra6-i;3.rtM)toB VM 13 ran. 
4-1 tar Drama iGna. 4 8 P Chapman; 
£7)50; £220 £230 E3SO DF: £3350 CSF: 

£4151 Tricart C40C4O 7 H 0 : £22740 
rt*pofcnrtwm(pooirt£W96a72cre- 
nod lorward « Uigtieid today) 

PtecapOK C22JQ Ouadpofc £l£7l 
Pteca 6: £3131 Ptaoe B: £2025. 


THE INDEPENDENT 
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The decline of the English front row is one of the mysteries of the ag 

... . ~ <^. ,l0, !E!SSft3BS»'o 



ALAN r 
WATKINS 

ON 

RUGBY 


A lot of rugby followers wifi, [ 
suspect, be fed up with the 
game even before they have 
started their Christinas din- 
ners. They will have seen too 
much of it and certainly read 
too much about it Last Satur- 
day and Sunday witnessed not 
one but four internationals, all 
involving countries from the 
southero.hemiaphere.The only 
European country not to have 
been on display was Scotland. 

By switching channels and 
using the video recorder it was 
possible to be in two places at 
once, which was probably a bad 
. thing to be. Nevertheless, it en- 
ables us to establish a world 
ranking:' 1 New Zealand, 2 
South Africa, 3 France, 4 Aus- 
tralia. And who are to fill the 


fifth position? Many readers 
would doubtless reply 
“E ng la nd, ofcoujSe’’, assuming 

they had not had made En^oid 

No 4. 

1 am not so sore. Thie, Eng- 
land scraped a draw with Aus- 
tralia through the boot of a 
semi-concussed Mike Catt, Per- 
haps Clive Woodward; the 
coach, should arrange for him 
to take a bump before he tries 
every kick. For previously, 
though he had managed lour 
successful penalties. Can irad 
not looked at all happy in his 
execution. He missed several he 
should have put over. 

So did John Eales for Aus- 
tralia. He missed four of them. 
The English rugby correspon- 
dent who wrote afterwards that 


the draw was “a feir result” where the tonchline is) he and France’s kickers will be, Ne g Back colleague Victor 

seemed to be showing alto- deserves another chance. respectively, Eric Ei«oo<i,Nefl Tim a chance. Bath- mnied from the rug- 

gethcr too mndi indulgence So does David Rees on the Jenkins and Cbristophe sur ^ a of the English ^uld be on the other 

towai^hfe.natweland. other wing. So also does Will Lamaison. ' one 0 f the mys^r- ^ -7 h Richard Cockerill 

Yes,- 1. kiioW perfidy well Greenwood, who should, how- I do not suppose Woodward ?° at ^ 0 nlv a few sea- slC ^ e : hk nlace as hooker. 

that ■ try-««#tei{sn^be mis- ever, be played 3n his proper will take my advice to retain ies0f { ? insisted of Jeff tet ^j“ flS fr ufndd things about 

leatting, C^tMadccadonthey position of inside centre, and Catt but find room for Callard sons ago Moore and ® ne 7— »ame is that a 
were Tiotb-fie^ge -Gregaa. not messed about as he was on or Grayson. It is unexciting ® , The tallest was the m . m judged by 

scored an esceSeht hyTor Ans- Satorday. Still, the only English advice, out of kilter with the Jason Theheavi- hooker V) . anv good at 

traha, Ben Ames's good oae. backs able to leave the field with bold spirit of the times. I think fropyu *5 ■ whether b . * a bout 

England iobked like scoring credit were Kyran Bracken, it sensible, that is all estwaS i??^vlean.oreven hooking or .02. he can 

only once - when. Adedayo Catt and Matt Ferry. The English forwards who the fieid but whether ne^n 

Adebayo was pulled down just Quite why that illiterate can take comfort from Satur- Lu^knuld a 

sfo^ of the fere wfaida, if be had Twicke nham crowd have it in 
been playing for.Bath, he vwukl for Catt continues to elude 
have crossed through sheer ~ 



Sampras confirms his status 
as the master of his art 


Fete Sampras serves his way to victory over Yevgeny Kafelnikov in the ATP Tour Championship final Photograph: AFP 


He has been described 
as dull - boring, even — 
but when it came to 
voting for the top: man 
of the past IS years, the . 
professional tennis 
community decided that 
Fete Sampras was 
simply the best. 

John Roberts reports. 


While Luciano Pavarotti was 
making the draw for the ATP 
Ibur Championship at Han- 
nover, Pete Sampras men- 
tioned to Greg Rusedski that 
he had attended a concert 
the previous evening. In his 
laid-back Californian 'man- 
ner, Sampras paid Pavarotti 
the highest compliment - “He 
can sing.” Pavarotti no doubt 
considers that Sampras can 
play, not that the American 
needs a great tenor to sing his 
praises; ■" 

lb mark the 25th anniver- ' 
sary of the Association of Ten- 
nis Professionals, which in 1990 
became the ATP Ibur, 100 
current and past players, tour- 
nament directors and members 
of the media voted for their top 
25 players. Sampras was the No 
l, just as he has been in the 
year-end world rankings for 
the past five years. 

The announcement was 
made on the court on Sunday 
after 15.000 spectators and mil- 
lions of television viewers had 
marvelled at the maestro’s per- 
formance in winning the ATP 
Tour Championship for the 
fourth time. In the final Sam- 
pras outclassed Russia's 
Yevgeny Kafelnikov in every de- 
partment of the game to tri- 
umph 6-3, 6-2, 6-2. 

In the ATP ballot Sampras 
received 26 first-place votes 
and finished with 779 points, 25 
points ahead of Sweden’s Bjorn 
Borg. Two of Sampras’s fiery 
compatriots came next, Jimmy 


THE BEST IN 25 YEARS OF THE ATP 


The top 10 

1 Pten Sampras. 

2 Bjorn Borg _ 

3 John McEnroe. 


Pts 

-779(26) 
-754 (17) 
-721(13) 
-634(9) 
—493 (3) 


4 Jimmy Connors . 

5 Ivan Lendl 

6 Boils Becker . 

7 Stefan 

8 Rod Laver 360 (14) 

9 MatsWBander 209(0) 

10 die Nasrase . MS (0) 


The best of the rest 
(In alphabetical order) 

Andre Agassi, Arthur Ashe, Sergi 
Bruguera. Michael Chang, Jim 
Courier, Vitas GerulaJtis, Goran 
Ivanisevic Thomas Muster, John 
N«waribe,>W«kNoaK Manuel 
Ounces, Ken Rosewafl. Stan Smith, 
Michael Such. Guillermo V3as. 


. . (pm pha totes in patnthaes) . . . 

Votes were cast tnr 100 cumene *nd pax player*, tournament dirtaan and the 
media to niece tta top 2S plven. fodutWa rap KX of the 25 Y**^ 1 **]** 
Association of Tara* Pbyeri (now the ATP Tour) was formed fti Bit 
were worded on d» basb of 10 for a first-ptace vote, nine lor a «cono-p«a. 
d^ttior a third place, and so on, with cane point; for i lOth-place vrjte. 


Connors at No 3 and John 
McEnroe at No 4. 

The other day, in conversa- 
tion with McEnroe, your cor- 
respondent asked foe turbulent 
one if he was amused to be re- 
garded as an elder statesman 
nowadays in view of his rebel- 
lious career. He smiled wrily and 
died the passage of time. With 
regafd to' ‘the ’perception of 
S^pras^peerCcssbutcokHir- 
less, McEnroe pointed outthat 
Borg was not exactly riotous. 

Philippe Bonin, of the 
French daily sports newspaper 
L’Eqtape, described Sampras as 
“an attacking Borg who does 
not have the devil of a McEn- 
roe, a Connors or a Nastase". 
From the personality aspect, 
.Borg, and Ivan Lendl, were ide- 


al counterpoints to their rum- 
bustious rivals. These days, the 
argument goes, there are too 
many straight men and not 
enough comedians. 

If the vote for Sampras was 
a commendation for pure ten- 
nis, the result of the poB was not 
a slight on anybody. As an ATP 
Tbur spokesman stressed: “Sev- 
eral of the sport’s great players 
were nearing the end of their ca- 
reers when the Open era began 
in 1968 and the ATP was 
formed in 1972. None the less, 
such was their impact on men’s 
tennis that voters gave stars such 
as Laver and Rosewall a great 
deal of support in the balloting." 

The year-end ATP Tbur 
ranking reflect the (hanging face 
of the top 10, at least in the peck- 


FIKAL 1997 ATP WORLD RANKINGS 

1 P Sampras (US) 4547 pte Loading prtw-AMMWy winners: 

2 P flatter (Aw) — &2» i Sampras Se^Bfi^n; 2 Katewtov 

3 M Chang (US) -389 320775T. 3 Rafter 2*23519; 4 Chang 


4 J HJoritmon (Swe) — . 
E Y KafeWaw (Rus) 

6 G Rusedski (OB) 

7 C Maya (Sp) 

8 S Bruguera (Sp) 

9 T Muster (Aut) 

10 M Rk» (Chle) 

11 RKrqfosk (Noth) — 

12 A Corretja (Sp) 

13 P KoiUa (Cz) . 


.2&9 2541330; 5 Muster 2J6&S90: 6 Bfarkman 
.2JS30 1950375; 7 Kuerten 15B&753; 8 Korda 
.2517 \5E|483; 8 Rusedski 1S&473; 10 hrari- 


14 G Kuerten (Br)^.. 

15 G Ivarbavto (Croa) 

16 P MantiSs (Sp). 


77 T Homan (GB) ..... 

IB M PhRppajssIs (Aus)...— 

19 A Costa (Sp) 

aoCPWhepii) 


£506 wrte 1458257; 11 Krajicek 1A34564; 12 

_„_2387 Rbe taWAW; 13 T WtoortJrttga (Aua) 

2353 129S318; 14 Bnjgwra(Sp) *227428.15 

offi7 Cormlja U8230 r, 1« Moya VSTAOO: 17 
42 se M Wbodforde (Aus) V28527; is Mantt- 
a m te 1106593; 18 PtaBne 8P9.T01; 20 
T-l 2281 RhUjpooesiS (Aue) 8042TI 
22» 

— .2J78 Other Britlah world nmkingK 

am 143 A ftchardson 312; 151 C WBcnswn 

1929 295: 1M MPsfchoy 282; 210 DS«pstard 

1808 200; 285 M Lee T29; 294 L Mkgan 12; 

1773 321 M Mactagsn 104; 384 J Delgado 84; 

— 1534 401 B Cowan 70; 450 A Parmar 59 


AMERICAN. FOOTBALL 

Young on song as 49ers 
make it 10 wins in a row 


Steve Young threw one touch- 
down-and ran for another as the 
San Francisco 49crs beat Car- 
olina Panthers 27-19 to claim 
their lOih successive victory 
and their fifth NFC West title 
in the last six years. 

The Panther? beat the 49ers 
to the division title last season, 
and it looked like the veteran 
Sun Francisco squad would 
have an uphill struggle when 
they opened their season with 
a defeat in which wide receiv- 
er Jerry Rice was injured. 

Instead, the 49ers have since 
coasted to 10 victories, with the 
Panthers' five wins and six lass- 
es making them San Francisco's 
closest pursuers, 

Kansas City kept the race 
tight in AFC West, courtesy of 
Pete Stef anovich’s 54-yard field 
goal as time ran out for the 
Denver Broncos. 

The Chiefs won 24-22, spoil- 
ing another fourth-quartcr-ral- 
!v by Denver quarterback John 
Efway, who had moved the 
Broncos 59 yards in six plays to 
set up. Jason Elam’s 34-yard 
field goal with a minute left, 
Kansas City's Rich Gannon 
answered with a 39-yard drive 
to set up Siovanovich. 


Die Green Bay Packers re- 
ceived a jolt from the Colts, as 
hapless Indianapolis - already 
eliminated from play-off con- 
tention - claimed their first win 
of the season, against the Su- 
per Bowl champions. Cary 
Blanchard's fourth field goal of 
the game, a 20-yarder on the 
stroke of time, gave the Colts 
a 41-38 vicioiy. 

The Minnesota Vikings fell 
prey to Detroit 38- 15 to remain 
lied with Green Bay at the top 
of the NFC Central at 8-3, 
where they were joined by 
Tampa Bay Buccaneers, who 
routed New England 27-7. 

The weekend saw the first 
NFL stalemate since 1989 as 
tbe Baltimore Ravens and 
Philadelphia Eagles finished 
with a 10-10 tie. The Cleveland 
Browns, who relocated to Bal- 
timore last season, were in- 
volved in the last NFL tie, 
10-10 with Kansas City eight 
years ago tomorrow. 

The New York Giants beat 
Arizona 19-10 to move further 
ahead at the lop of the NFC 
EasL one game ahead of Wash- 
ington and Dallas, whose con- 
frontation ended with the 
Cowboys winning 17-14-. 


1CEHOOCEY 

Storm return 
to form and 
top of league 

Manchester Storm put their re- 
cent stump behind them with an 
5-3 win over Basingstoke Bison 
which lifted them back to the 
top of the Superleague table on 
Sunday. Storm had surren- 
dered the top spot to Ayr Scot- 
tish Eagles after losing twice in 
the space of five days to 
Sheffield Steelers. 

Despite the continued ab- 
sence of injured trio. Jeff Tom- 
linson, Brad Rubacbuk and 
Troy Neumeier, Storm were on 
form with period scores of 2-1. 
4-0 and 2-2. 

Last season's champions, 
Cardiff Devfls, won a see-saw 
meeting with Sheffield Steelers 
4-3, with three goals in the first 
10 minutes ultimately proving 
decisive for the Welsh side. 

Newcastle Cobras are fi- 
nally enjoying the winning feel- 
ing following a dismal start to 
the campaign. After picking tip 
their first points of the season 
at the ninth attempt on Thurs- 
day, they scored a tense 5-4 win 
over Bracknell Bees. Randy 
Smith broke the deadlock with 
his second goal 6mio 26sec 
into sudden-death overtime. 


^jNJn: W H1T BREAD ROUND THE WORLD RACE 

Smith and Cayard locked 
in Southern Ocean duel 


Whitbread Round the World Race ' - fy' r -< 

* 1 ’■ 'V 

"Cane Timm INDIAN FremaffUeO 


Swedish Match is now 
well past tbe half-way 
mark and should win the 
second leg of the 
Whitbread Round the 
World Race by a street. 

However, as Swart 
Alexander reports from 
Fremantle, the real 
racing is taking place 
down the fleet. 


A battle royal is looming be- 
tween Britain’s Lawrie Smith 
on Silk Cut and the American 

Paul Cayard, who replaced him 

on the Swedish yacht EF Lan- 
guage, as the pair career at 
breakneck speed through the 
Southern Ocean, 

The two were just 22 miles 
apart yesterday, with Smith - 
averaging 18 knots- having put 
in a run of 431.5 miles in 24 
hours, just three miles outside 
a world record. 

Cayard, meanwhile, hod sur- 
vived the effects of a wave 
which picked up some safes 
stowed on the deck and “wiped 


out the back half of the lifelines 
and stanchions on the port 
side.” They lost one sail over- 
board and are now having to 
stow the others below, which is 
making conditions in the cab- 
in extremely wet The sail was 
not Lhe only casualty, another 
unexpected wave having 
snapped a spinnaker pole. 

Both boats are sailing deep 
to the south, but are expected 
to gp north of the Kerguelen Is- 
lands, along with the rest of the 
sixyaebts eying to caldi up with 
tbe three leading yachts on 
the 4,600 second leg from Cape 
Tbwn to Fremantle. 

A quiet little doud of anger 
hangs over Grant Dalton in 
Merit Cup, dumped in eighth 
place by being too far north to 
take advantage of the weather 
systems. However, he bas the 
all-woman crew of EF Educa- 
tion six miles ahead and with 
only 118 miles between fourth- 
placed Cayard and the last 
boat, Hans Booscbdte's Brunei 
Sunergy, there is still plenty of 
time to move up the fleet in the 
remaining 2^00 miles. 

Swedish Match has sat at lhe 


head of the fleet for the last 
nine days, with skipper Gunnar 
Kxantz still enjoying a near 
300-mile lead on the second- 
placed Knut Pros rad on Inno- 
vation Kvaerner, and 450-plus 
on ?aui Standbridge’s third- 
placed Toshiba. 

Krantz predicts that the 
fleet will now enjoy good wind 
almost all the way into Fre- 
mantle, and be should arrive a 
little warmer than of late fol- 
lowing the crew's success b re- 
pairing the heater on Swedish 
Match. Krantz, however, is 
aware that there is always the 
possibility of a concertina effect 
in a high pressure zone off west- 
ern Australia which could allow 
the chasing pack to close up. 

So far, breakages have been 
neither life-threatening nor 
costly in terms of position. Silk 
Cot, like EF Language, has had 
stanchions and lifelines dam- 
aged, and mainsail battens bro- 
ken. “The front of the boat 
disappeared into a wave at 
well over 25 knots,” the navi- 
gator, Steve Hay les, said “A sol- 
id wall of water swept aft, 
leaving the sails hanging over 



SwdMiMajcii EF Language — EF Education 

— hnt^Kmrar — SflkCut - Merit Cup 

TobH * — Chessle Racing — Bninfl Sunerav 


the side. This was a major sit- 
uation as losing the whole lot 
meant losing the whole race, ” 
The crew decided not to 
slow the boat and manage iq 
wrestle the dragging saik below. 

“No one was rushing to 
Blow down. We were running 
faster than anyone and we 
didn't want to give away the 
miles, ” Hayles said 

The list of damaged boats 
includes Kvaerner (bow), 
Swedish Match (broken steer- 
fog wheel), Brunei (snapped 
rudder cable) and Chessie Rac- 
ing (scuffed keel, possibly after 
hitting a whale). 

Now that the- entire fleet is 


$ 


fog order below the 26 -year-old 
Sampras. Australia’s Pat Rafter, 
who defeated Britain’s Greg 
Rusedski in the United States 
Open final is due to attend a 
dvic reception in Brisbane to- 
morrow. Rafter’s rise to No 2 is 
bound to add even greater in- 
terest to the Australian Open in 
Melbourne in January. 

Whatever next year may 
bring, 1997 has marked an as- 
tonishing revival in the British 
men’s game. Rusedski the man 
with the world’s fastest serve 
(143 mph), has been as high as 
No 4 and finis hes at No 6 after 
q ualify ing for the ATP Tour 
Championship. Tim Henman, 
a career-high No 14 at one 
stage, prepares for the new 
c a m paig n as No 17. 

Henman, who won the 
Guardian Direct National 
Championship at Telford for a 
third consecutive year on Sun- 
day, and also made time to beat 
Kafelnikov as a substitute in a 
round-robin match at Han- 
nover, wiU need to be sharp at 
the start of the year. The 23- 
year-old from Oxford has rank- 
ing points to defend at Doha, 
where he was the runner-up to 
Jim Courier, and as the title- 
holder at Sydney. 

Many discusrions during the 
ATP Tour finale at Hannover re- 
volved around proposed 
changes in tbe structure of the 
sport for the year 2000. One ma- 
jor improvement, however, is 
designed to have an immediate 
effect on players’ commitment 
to the most important tourna- 
ments, the four Grand Slams. 

Mark Miles, the ATP Tour’s 
chief executive, explained: “We 
thought it was time in our 
sport where we could say to 
players: 'If you're ranked high 
enough to get in the Grand 
Slams, if you're ranked high 
enough to be entered in our 
top-tier Tbur events, then it is 
part of your responsibility. You 
don’t send us an entry - you 
play automatically’." 
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hitting high speeds, more gear 
breakage is expected. The 
shore crews already trickling 
into Fremantle know that they 
will have a kit of work to do and 
that their pit stopover time is 
likely to be cut by two or three 
days. Only Swedish Match is on 
schedule to complete the leg in 

16 days. There will be little time 

for relaxation. _ 

WM7WEADROUND7HE WORLD RACE 

1 Swedish 
frBrtz 2j3ag nigs to fcish.- 


W)C^725;8Mi^CupMaa- 
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Jamaican exiles dress to impress at World Cup carnival 




The action was 4,500 
miles away, but in an 

east-London suburb, 
Jamaica’s successful 
attempt to qualify for 
football’s World Cup 
finals almost brought 
the roof down. 

Meter Morgan braved 
the sound systems and 
the whistles in Bethnal 
Green. 


Last month I watched 100,000 
■ Mexicans in the Azteca Stadi- 
um cheer their side to 5-0 vic- 
tory against World Cup rivals 
HI Salvador. 1 had never wit- 


nessed such intense sporting 
passion - until I joined 2,000 
Jamaicans at York Hall an Sun- 
day night 

Ten minutes into the game 
against Mexico on which Ja- 
maica’s World Cup qualifica- 
tion depended, the boisterous 
supporters were ha good spir- 
its jostling for postion, waving 
tickets and sharing jokes - 
and that was just the crowd 
outside straining to get in, 

“Tve bought my tickets 'cos 
tonight it’s history in there,” 
Dcon said. She had brought 
her six year-old daughter, Lau- 
ren, with her to witness the 
spectacle. 

The congregation's demo- 
graphics contrasted sharply 


with the kind of Sky Sports au- 
dience that fill pubs across 
England for big football 
games. About 20 per cent 
were women (many of whom 
were dressed to impress in 
dance hall apparel), while en- 
tire families sat together amid 
a sea of Jamaican flags and 
banners. When describing 
Wist Indians, the phrase “Car- 
nival atmosphere” has become 
a cliche, but the scenes inside 
the hall were exactly that. 

Hundreds of referee's as- 
sistants blew whistles and boras 
incessantly as the action un- 
furled over 4,000 miles away in 
Kingston. Every successful 
tackle, speculative attack and 
body feint had the crowd on 


their feet and on their chairs 
screaming 3 1 the giant monitor. 

Most of the few Caucasians 
in the hall held cameras or 
scribbled furiously into pads. 

“The English papers were 
having a laugh at Jamaica's ex- 
pense,” 30-year-old Mikey 
said. “They only started to re- 
port on Jamaica when Robbie 
Earle, Dean Burton and Paul 
Hall came from England. 

“They're hying to suggest 
that if it wasn’t for Jamaica's 
'English’ players they would 
never qualify, but we’d been 
making progress before they 
came.” 

Anyone expectioga tempo- 
rary respite from the fanfare at 
half-time was disappointed. A 


sound-system kicked in, blast- 
ing out bassrdrivea reg»ae and 
sparking even greater scenes of 
revelry and celebration. _ 

When the game resumed, 
Jamaica continued to dominate 
their Mexican opponents who, 
having already won quaiifica- 
. lion, played with spirit but lit- 
tle imaginati on . 

When news filtered 
through of El Salvador's 4-2 
defeat to the United States the 
celebrations began 10 min- 
utes before the final whistle. 
Wild scenes in Kingston’s Na- 
tional Stadium were mirrored 
in the hall, and the Jamaican 
, commentators were forced to 
give way to the reggae sound- 
system. 


In Jamaica the director cut 
to intermittent shots of the ■ 
crowd, the players and then 
landscapes of the island itself. 
Back in Bethnal Green some 
cried with joy and everybody 
sang - the link with the Ja- 
maican “homeland” was al- 
most tangible. 

The majority lived and 
worked in England - many 
were bora on these shores- If 
Jamaica had not have qualified 
then they would have followed 
England’s progress, but now? 
- no contest. 

“TO be glad if Jamaica are in 
the same group as England.” 
Rids said. “If the score is 0-0 
after 79 minutes then you’ll see 
some English legs trembling.” 


“1 would love to see that,” 
Junior agreed. “And those boys 
from the Premiership like 
Burton. I've seen him play for 
Deity and he wasn't that im- 
pressive. Haying for Jamaica 
brought out the best in him - 
no ‘Englishman’ could have 
done the job that he did.” 

“It’s like the Marley song 
“400 Years” Ricks said. “We 
came out of slavery just over 
a hundred years ago in chains 
and look at us now. 

“It’s not just a question of 
that round ball and 22 men. 
We're talking about the posi- 
tion of J amai ca and the efforts 
of the poor people. It’s beyond 
football - in this country we live 
four and a half thousand miles 


from home and have been 
suffering for 40 years. Now Ja- 
maica have qualified all Ja- 
maicans will be uplifted.” 

• Despite enlisting the help of 
the Sports Minister, Tony 
Banks, Jamaica have had their 
request to play England at 
Wembley turned down, at least 
for now, because the England 
coach, CHenn Hoddle, has oth- 
er plans. 

The FA chief executive, 
Graham Kelly, said “Jamaica 
do not come into Glenn's im- 
mediate plans as he concen- 
trates on France VS, but we will 
certainly hear them in mind for 
the next round of friendly 
matches between 1998 and 
2000 .” 


RUGBY UNION 


League coach 
hired to help 
^Woodward 


Phil Larder, the former Great 
Britain rugby league coach, has 
switched -codes to become 
national development officer 
for rugby union. 

Larder, who will initially 
work as a coach under dive 
*$W Woodward, the new England 

head coach, is expected to be 
confirmed in his new post on 27 
November. 

... . “PhD brings a wealth of ex- 

perience with him from a code 
. ' which I respect and from which 

we can learn,” Woodward said. 
“Phil is a great asset and I will 
i ^jlook at personnel and tech- 
* tuques which will strengthen 

the team even further.” 

Larder was a rugby union 
player at Loughborough Col- 
leges, but has been immersed in 
league since agoing for Oldham 

when he had completed his. ed- . 

ucation. He later became an as- 
sistant to the Great Britain 
coach, Malcolm Reilly, before 
going into dub coaching with 
Widnes and Kei^iley. 

In 1995, Larder himself 
; - became coach of Great Britain 

and England, but his contract 
'J1 ■ was not renewed after an un- 

Jl successful tour of the southern 

hemisphere last year. He then 
became coach of Sheffield Ea- 
X gles, but was sacked midway 


through last season after a bad 
run of results. 

A spokesman for the Rugby 
League said: “We wish him ail 
the best in his new career. Phil 
is a very good coach and did a 
great deal for the game at in- 
ternational level” 

Leicester launched a share is- 
sue yesterday in an attempt to 
raise £25m. The Midlands dub, 
now a public company, plans to 
use the funds to build its com- 
mercial side, their spokesman. 
John Bide, said. Members of the 
dub and the public can apply for 
shares by 6 December, he said. 

The Newcastle lock Doddie 
Weir will not be taking any 
legal action against the 
Mpumalanga forward Marius 
Bosnian, the man responsible 
for cutting short bis Lions tour 
last snmmer^Weir was left with 
serious damage to Tils knee as 
a result of Bosnian's kick dur- 
ing the Lions’ game against the 
South African side. 

EMERGING ENGLAND (y AH Macks. 
MeAbkteSadhnn, HuddartSM, tmighO: 
| MaltMor (Sate); J Bentfay (Nmcaade), N 
Gremfcocfc WfasnsL M Alton (Nonhamp- 
ton), T Beta (Sato); P Grayson 
km). A Haoiey; G Itawitroe (bctfi Lnte»aa-1 
M Ragan (Bath). D Garfcrdt (LoicaalBrl S 
Shaw (VhEpsf. o Graweocfc (Saracens L ft 
fankiM (Harlequin*). N Back (Lelcesttt; 
capt). C Sluwtiy (Vfesps). RaptacamentK 
R Botfend. Kites (both Bath). M Wood 
gtep») |W Hgtrtj^ p s ure. ®” th 

• — Dove Hacfftekf 


CRICKET 

Mushtaq spins 
Pakistan into 
pole position 

West Indies 151 
Pakistan 14-1 

Mushtaq Ahmed took five 
wickets for the eighth time in 
hislbst career as Pakistan took 
control of the first Test against 
West Indies at Peshawar yes- 
terday. 

The Somerset leg-spinner 
returned figures of 5 for 35 as 
the tourists were bowled out for 
15 1 wi the first day. At the dose 
Pakistan were 14 for 1. 

The West Indians slumped 
to 29 for 4 at lunch and then 58 
for 7 before their last three wick- 
ets added 93. They lost opener 
Stuart Wiliams and Shivnarme 
Chanderpaul in the fourth over. 
Paceman Shahid Nazir dis- 
missed both men, forcing 
Williams to edge to keeper 
Mom Khan for four and bowl- 
ing Chanderpaul for a duck. 

Worse was to come when 
Brian Lara played an uppish 
shot off Wasim Akram and 
was caught in the gully by 
Mushtaq Ahroe^ for: three be^ . 
fore Mushiaq trapped Sherwin 
Campbell lbw for 15 on the 
stroke of hutch. After the break 
Mushtaq bowled Phil Simmons 
for one, deceived Carl Hoop- 
er (26) with a flipper and 
bowled debutant leg-spinner 
Raw! Lewis for four. 

Nottinghamshire yesterday 
stepped up their efforts to sign 
Chris Adams as the Derbyshire 



Shhmarme Chanderpaul, the West Indian batsman, is bowled by Pakistan's Shahid Nazir 
chi the first day of the first Test in Peshawar yesterday Photograph: Reuter 


fore deciding his future next 
week. 

The 27-year-old successful- 
ly fought to be downgraded by 
the England and Wfeles Crick- 
et Board’s Registration Stand- 
ing Committee to a List T\w> 
player last week to give him the 
option of being able to join any- 
county; 

Sussex are believed to be 
favourites, having offered him 
a lucrative contract of around 
£90,000-a-year plus the cap- 
taincy. 

But Nottinghamshire, who 
are expecting to wrap up tbe 
signing of Lancashire batsman 
Jason Gallian later this week 
having already secured Paul 
Strang as their overseas player, 


are also in the hunt and have 
held negotiations with Adams. 

Dean Jones, the former 
Australian Test batsman, said 
yesterday he was prepared to 
defy a strike, if one is called by 
the Australian Cricketers’ As- 
sociation, and would even cap- 
tain the/country.^ * - ' 

The ACB is believed to be 
prepared tofidd a back-up Aus- 
tralian team if the ACA decides 
to call its members out for either 
the 4 and 9 December one-day 
matches against South Africa- 
Jones said he would only 
support strike action if it was 
solely for better pay and con- 
ditions for players in the do- 
mestic Sheffield Shield 
competition. 


(FM day; Wasthdtes won toes} 

WEST M3IES - Fkat lmdns> 

S C WBams c Moln Khan b Shahid Nazir* 
S L Campbel bw Mushtaq Ahmed 

S CharderpaJ b Sftahtf Nazir — 0 

•B C Lera cMflhteq Aimed b UtionAtaan J 
CLHooparc MLin i niA lVfaBl ii btAahlaq2B 

PV Stations bMutiuaq — 1 

to Wtiam# b Azhar Matmood 31 

R N Lends b Mustek) - - 4 

I R Bishop b Azhar Mshmood 20 

C E L Ambrose tow Mustek). — 30 

CAVtebh not out U 

Extras CM nb2) — 8 

Total (803 ova is] 151 

FsO: 1-0 2-0 3-16 «-29 5-46 6- SO 7-68 B-OG 
9-189 

Boa ta Mbtim Akram W6-294, Shahid 
Nuk XM-32-2, Azhar Matmood 14-235-2. 
Mushtaq Aimed -£3-7-35-5. Arshad Khan 
4-1-UO. 

FWOSTAN-Rret innings 

Saaad Amwriwtout 10 

Aan* Sohai c Lara b Mttsfi 4 

Efaz Ahmed not out...... -0 

Total (tor 1, 4J oven) 14 

F* 1-*> 

ft hafc hiamannAHan M u t ian i nal \Hbam. 
tMoai Khan. Azhar Mahmood, *Wasrn 
Akram, Mushtaq Ahmed. Arshad Khan. 
9nhk> Nazir. 

Boating (to data): Ambrose 2ftOft(X Walsh 
2-1-S-l 

Umpires: D Shepherd (Eng) and Said Shah 


Tehran beckons 
for Socceroos 


Au s tralia’s footballers face a 
“logistical nightmare” in their 
struggle for tbe remaining 
place in the World Cup finals. 
A golden goal for Japan in Sun- 
day’s Asian zone play-off has 
left Terry Venables’ team 
faring a demanding two-leg 
play-off against Iran. 

Australian players, who are 
scattered around tbe globe, 
face a difficult journey to reach 
the Middle East in time for 
Saturday's first leg in Tehran. 
The second leg will be played 
in Melbourne a week later, 
with the winner to claim the 
last available place for the 
1998 World Cup finals in 
France. 

David HOI, the Soccer Aus- 
tralia chairman, said. ”1 couldn't 
think of a worse place in the 
world to get to at short notice. 
It's a logistical nightmare.” 

Had the team faced Japan, 
all the players could have tak- 
en a direct flight to Tokyo. Iran, 
however, has few direct flights 
from anywhere. 


In Japan, the celebrations 
were long and earnest after 
their team reached the World 
Cup finals for the first time. 
Japan qualified for France "98 
when they beat Iran 3-2 with a 
goal in sudden-death extra time 
by Masayutd Okano to win the 
Asian zone play-off in Johor 
Bahru, Malaysia. 

The game attracted the sec- 
ond-highest Japanese audience 
for a football match broadcast, 
with viewing figures of 47.9 per- 
cent. That record stands at the 
48.1 per cent who watched 
when Japan lost to Iraq and 
missed out on USA V4. 

Chile overcame the nine 
men of Bolivia 3-0 to qualify for 
their first World Cup for 15 
years, edging out Peru as they 
claimed South America’s lust 
place for France '98. Peru, 
whose last appearance in the 
finals was also in 1982, finished 
level on points after beating 
Paraguay 1-0 in Lima, hut with 
a goal difference of minus one 
compared with Chile’s plus 14. 


FRAN C E ’ 98 : WORLD CUP QU ALIFIERS 


AFRICA 

Cameroon, Morocco, 
Nigeria, South Africa, 
Tunisia. 

ASIA 

Japan, Saudi Arabia, 

South Korea. 
CONCACAF 
Jamaica. Mexico. 

United States. 

EUROPE 

Austria. Belgium, Bulgaria, 
Croatia. Denmark, England, 


France (hosts), Germany. 
Italy, Netherlands, Norway, 
Romania, Scotland, Spain, 
Yugoslavia. 

SOUTH AMERICA 
Argentina, Brazil 
(defending champions), 
Colombia, Paraguay, Chile, 

final pfaca to be decided by 
cwo-teg pby-off between 
Iran and Australia 
2 ? (Tehran) mi 29 Abemtw 
World Cup finals draw. 4 December 


SPORTING DIGEST 
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American football 

NFL; BaKnxro »J PHadetaHa » Mi DMfc* 
. 38 Mmaota «; Mnpofcte Osar Bw38: 
Jacheonttia V Temesem 9; Karwaa ray * 
Oenva 22 : New Oitara 20 SeatttB 17 (Ct): N Y 
Giants tt Arizona tt; PttsburBp 20 Ctodmtei 
3: Atlanta 27 St louts 21: Tanpa aw 27 few 
England 7: NY Job 23 Chicago B; Dotes 17 
WtaNrnton w. Sn R ud a cu Z7 Carotin « 
Oaktana 33 San Diego tt 

Basketball 

ENGLAND SQUAD (fer Ewopaan Ctarati 
onsNp camprton); 4 
Botoana IU N Austin (Loncton Hwnraji B 
— ‘ StarroV RBafew "* — 1 — — 


«. Gaft A Gan&nar (i ymtqwTu 
tflod (London Ibwen) CHasfera 
Butiaal. D Hantaan 

I Whyte <AaM. Baa 
NBA: Mtm ^ 

77 aetaanb 72; Ptow 90 Jtoata WSob - 

Ob tB Mhmtiee 99: LA Utas tti Vhncw 
W9& 


Billiards I-ootoaH 

UVmtmOLVtCroHIAWCHAMPiC^^ 

IPnrigni jiiroorl round: M ftossol (Ena “ Australian WVIQBr, C 
769^ N Pfflri Ctodj la a from the HalanSer 

TODAY’S FIXTURES 


towai (tod) 750-2B2: l Wtarason 
RraSarw (Ena) 34MS; R C 

btSAgnwaJ (Kfl 7B3-406; P 
bt M (5nfra 0rsn 950-268; R Roktari . . 
b( R CtoM (Enqt 430-328: D Qtuanr (Eripltt 
Mf«wftT¥j)960-1C3:GS«hnrxflMAlCU' 


Boxing 

Robin Raid w# make the second 
mandatory defence of Ms Vfortd Boe- 
ing Cotnc* supw-mSddtowsIgWtWe 
against South Afrtcafe Thutene ‘Sug- 
ar Bcry 1 Malnga at the London Arena 
on .19 DecerrijQt 

Cricket 

SHEmeLOSHieLD (fine) dMT Of tou»£ 
tatoaomhAuW^KSetef dgc (Jamto Sto- 
(tei» 84} and « far a (Ow«nizgaraM ® ; 
WMfcm Ausnte 593-7 tiarn Langar 235, 
Mchati Hwwoy 134J MMdutanm. 

TOUR MATCH Anal dwoMburl UotbnumK 
New Zeatarto 82 and irf; Vkanfa 173 and 93 
tor 5 VJdoria won by ftee wtefcets. 

FootbaN 

Stoke have signed Danny Tiatto, an 
Australian wriger, on a month's ban 
from the ttalan Sene S dub Salerni- 


Footbaff 

COCACOLA CUP FOURTH ROUND 
Arsmal * Coventry {&0)- — ' 

darby v Nowcude (7-45) — 


Darby v tawewnte (7^5) — 

uwdtoabrouah v Boflon (7-45) — 

Oxford Uhl vbiwleh (7-4B) — 

FIRST DIVISION 

Bradford v Sttoff UtdP-45) 

SECOND DWSION 

v B rantford J7-4S)- 

Prattw, * Bdod Roww (7^5) 

Wrtfard v Ofdhani (7- 4 2~- 

W^eoeibev WitabMii {7A5} — 

THIRD DIVISION 

CerdH! vHuJI -rr- * — 

Cheater vPtartmmugli 

Colchester * Notts County (7.451- — -■ 
tMuflflBVMonOflwl -*-■ ■ 


jBtg «S.~ g5== 

RolbsrtBin v Scuftadfpe — 

07000 

Our number 
follows us around. 

Does yours? 

Call 07000 707070 


-H- PERSONAL 

MUMEEF :;i ““-' v 


Scmboroutfi * SteMW 

Shrewsbury v MaodMlIeld (7.45) 

5PALDMQ CHAU£NGE CUP 
SECOW) BOUND. 

ggag^8 sw== 

Wbldnsv Kettering P as) 

THE RYMAN LEAGUE Plantar OMafoic 

seesstrefie 

togtem Town v Grays Anew. 


Martow v Windsor & Eton; Noitewad « 

Wh * rtl0 * Isas ^1 ^ : 

ml Tbwn TWri ftwetePi fiadwel H tahv 

C»Tb«toyTbwn A* ‘ V>.ta i Mw i tare Ttogw 

Hsmrinrr Cup first couke lown.v 
Borehwn Wbod. Susnflan tae ateiw Oj» 

Second round: Hendon vCsnvey Wa«t ta*- 

ley vBasftiQstcte • ;■ . „ 

UNIBOND LEAGUE Prouder DMetowByth 

asKSEsatgGs 

Ute Wtortoop^ v 

sa&scssssaa 

bicn v Tra/tod _ , , 

- MARTENS LEftOMl fremer CteM ta 
HrthMltawrDgd iBSttevQta 

: GtaoeeterCtty vBranaBraw 
. Jtxlon Atlqn (/^. tAreataiv 
■totmrto v 



Anaeto W»»Y TtafNf TrowbndBu w 
Tbariw Newport AFC •_ 

CAL0R COUNTY ANTfW SWajRta 
round: Bajrmara v fiegteaPKtow* 

F^PTAfleRF&ALLEAXaK^ 

Q HtSP ORT UNITS) COUNTIES LE^JE 
pSSrDMstau Bnteo^M 


tana. The PottBriBscli) have ateocorv 
firmed thair interast in tafetig the Bar- 
net strher Sean Devins on loan vrtth 
a view to a permanent transfac 
Dean Jonas, the Bametey reserve de- 
fender, has tasted positive tor am- 
phrtamlnes. The 20-yea»oU fated a 
random test at the dubb training 
ground on 27 October. 

Jaime Moreno, the Bo Byten intam a- 

onafareSnorthSn^^StomSe 

American cfato, VfesWngton EXL 
. Newcastle have been fined .4000 
Swis s f rancs tEtTIQ by European loot- 
ban: governing body; Ueta, after an 
Incident wWch occurred before the 
kick-off of their Champions' League 
be with PSV Bhdhoven on 22 Octo- 
ber. The fine concerns a logo bebu 
worn by a couple of players on ther 
warm-up gear before the Idck-oft 
Newcastle are Scety to appeal. 

WORLD CUP UPDATE 
SOUTH AMERICA (Rwtesns qnti 
qosSty sb hokta«): Chto 3 parnra 
n, Onano hbm 0: Iteu 1 (Soto} 
a UmaarSfiMtaodti XL Uni 
Eto 




UNUET SUSSEX COtMTY LEAGUE first □<- 
vtafan: Surgen HI Twro v fiorfWd; WN»- 
hB«ti v Hstehsm Ewn 
SCREWHX DIRECT LEAGUE Premia »■ 
vWoKEkndra v Bridpert 
NORTHERN COUNTIES EAST LEAGtffi 
PramisrDMriHeHMUdMMi vUwresdQs 
JEWSON WESSEX LEAGUE: BAT v Btodc- 
•rfmt BawnmoulhvAlblbtton; Gosport 
Borough v Nrl teitoy ; Thsktam ttan v 
Poramouli fvi 

NORTH MBTCOUNTES LEAGUE first DP 
vision: BusoDughvMosBlsy.Kktogroiro Aft- 
Mo v Mata Rood; Saltord CSy v Prascol 
estates. 

VEWSON EASTERN LEAGUE ftMdarDL 
vWoraOtatamv Umaatafttown: ByCHy 
v NtanariBl Town; Fatanhwn town rAsy 
-toMtHteMdlten v Motows Port &"bsn; 
hteton v Stowmrkoi town; £u±x*y Tbwn v 
Harwich iPtetaBtonj'T jar- 1 




INTERUNK EXPRESS HtDLAIO AL- 
UANC6 Hataowsn Htiitas v Barwel 


Rugby Union 


TOUR WICK eteamaft V Tbnm (74«k 
land vNbw ZBaJard^t Hud- 
; Scortah Donfare v ACT 
Brick 7XJ 

Basketball - 

BJROCUP: ENda Icndontonte v Batgrads 

CLASSIC COLA NATIONAL CUP Baria* 
flnsb PougKfi BiMs ar* 5 ftam v ITT L&E 
Wtrttog Boeoo.^raOi. 

Other.sports 

BILLIARDS: UK CtBmpkreHp (Ptaaton). 


Carta). - 

CYCUNGC Ghant tix-day race 
SNOOKER; UKCnairptondHJ (Pfoatraft 


P W D L F A Pta 
ArgtataW _« 3 5 2 22 tt 29 

PaiSQBay |Oj _B. 9 2 4 21 O 2S 

CotombtafQj 6 8 3 4 22 K 27 

CWtelO) V 7 4 B 32 te aa 


EndDT — * 0 3 7 22 21 71 

Urugoay ; — 8 3 7 « 21 21 

BoMa « 4 S 7 IB 21 17 

Ymmamlm « 0 3 « B 41 3 

Costa 

Cm 

.. . :LB4 
pcBrlda22.2&H«lBaon4*PWUeQB9M- 
uudor2 (Da MW SR Aicapan NteobeUta 
ad Stetes and Oamalca taw cajansd 

P W 0 L F A Pta 

Hatoco (OJ « 4 B 0 23 7 18 

USA( V) « 4 S 1 17 9 17 

JaOMteB fcg 10 3 S 2 7 12 n 




a Salvador * 2 4 43 11 182 10 

Canada 10 1 3 8 6 20 8 

Golf 

Bernhard Larger has been votBd the 
European TbuV Jot-rife Vfeker Goffer 
erf the Month ftv October. A week af- 
ter the Ryder CXp victory at VWder- 
rama. Larger became only the eighth 
man in tour history to shoot a rotnd 
of 00 and want on to win the Unde 
German Masters Jr> Berfi? by six 
shots from Cofin Montgomerie. 
SHARK SHOOTOUT (Caffontfa) Laadlng 
final acoresjus intesa ateted): 186 S Mc- 
Canon and B Uotdo) 88 69 5a 188 S Hoch 
and D DuvN 68 62 5& 191 P Jacobsai and 
J Cook 02 87 82. 192 M CWcaroccNa and 
A Itere 85 87 60 F Zosaar and J Data 65 
65 K193 T KKa and J Haaa 70 B7 SftB 
Faaxi and L Jonzan 65 68 G2. 197 L Wad- 
kina ate C Stadar 7f 64 62. 198 Q Norman 
ub} and S EMngtorr Mua) 71 63 84 199 
Beck and D prate (SAj 71 6662. 
LEADWG UBfS WORU) RMMNQfc 1 G 
Naman WiaittlJOpia are: 2TWooda t!58: 
3 E Eb SA) aSB; 4 N Pita pmlMO: 6 0 
Lara 1 885; 8 C Montonnerie (GB} a71; 7 
M Gated (Japan) 84ft BM OMh 823; 9 
PMdeteor^10TLahran7B3.Sateeted: 
15 N Roido (G8) 646. 

LEADING WOUSTS WORLD RANKINGS: 
1 KUtabb (Aute 48339ptc2 A Soranstam 
454.75?* L OaitSWt 84858; 4 K 

■ (US) 32934:5 L Nauowm (&*•) 

22350: 6 Cjohrscn (U& 20&33; 7 MMc- 
Qam (US) B34S 8 HAdfmdBBon 6^17581: 

Hockey 

EHA CUP Bflb-rouod draw (Baa m be 
Diayad on Sumta 38 Novambar): Bartord 
7b=a v RaBitog; Benton v Scutate*; Can- 
nock v Old Lou tf itonlan a; Carantwy v 
Hountew; CNchaeter v HampeteSd * Wte- 
i i ta tec faawich v Bw y port; Old Oan- 
ititftsne v Spatofte; St Ain v Oonoads. 
ENQLAMDlRABflNO SQUAD (Ltaihal ft 
18 Deowbart B CndckteK A itomphw, 


for Sal ford R eds to be come the 
fourth Oktiam free agent to move to 
TheWlowa tetar Oadd Bradhiay Mar- 
tin Crompton and Jos Faimaio al 
Joined the Super League dub. 
Oldham League Club yester- 
day named Mck Coates, the former 


day named Mck Coates, the former 
Rochdale Hornets and Swtrrton for- 
ward, as their assistant boss. 
Warrington Wolves yesterday ap- 
pdntoa Dave Swanton as ther new 
meets manager. Swanton, aged 40, 
repteces StBphen Cosgrove who re- 
signed last week to rehra to sales 
market in g in industry. 

Rugby Union 

Dean Richards w8) be remtted with 
some former lions coteaoues when 
Ws XV play Austraten state ACT 
BfurtoiestohtetBstlrriortalatLtices- 
ter on 24 Ncwembec Richards has re- 
ceived acceptances tram thertormer 
Lions Martin Beyfietd, Rory Under- 
wooct Robert Jones, FtcharaWatjstBr, 
Dal \bung and Damien Oorda 

Snooker 

LIVERPOOL VICTORIA UK CHAMPI- 
ONSHIP (Pratton) Second round: A 
HarrJton J&mj) tx T Shaw r&^1 M. G 
Pcnteig r&wTbi J rtggns sco) ft4; O 
OKene fioTbt B Sneddon (Sco) 9-6; G 
Greene (Eng) loads S Dads (Eng) fta 

Sumo 

KYUSHU BRAND TOURNAMENT (FUnK 
tei) tOtOi day (of IS): Gofero (Juryo) ht 
. WjBfSnrami (won a tost Aesnotaa 
bt Ktacscttoaki KbrtehU P-4) btS*- 

UdmB 6-4): mo W-5) bt Koloryu (B-S); 


KbtonamJa 


■Raarasjrt 


I HamancsTTina 
)-bt AkSufttm 
bt IbchtonadU 
bt Ibcbtazums 




Rugby League - 

Simon Svabic has become the latest 


17-year-oU UMy beck hes signed 


Table tennis 

LEADJNQ NATIONAL RANKINGS; Mate 
1 MSyed (So7WL2ACooke (Darbjgitel 

•5 5 Bftwion (DsrtSro. SA 
dBhk^,7DBa® 

BJ ^yjlrM agOT - (§uira«X~i rii 
uunscra ^loriohfcu). Wbowc i L Lomas 
(Bedtonteta), 2 AH* (UncaMuX 3 H 
Lower (S iaf fc ntt iaeX 4 N Deaton (Oer- 
BQ Schwartz 
8SM*- 
10L 




Tennfc 

^^^^otournamet^l 
next January, The British No 1 has 
grabbed feflnal place h tte etefftmai 
competition, which is the traditional 
leacKptD the Austrian Open Moan- 


wM* Rusedski is poised for a Bhow- 
dovrn with Tin Henman h the Honda 

SrtK^eariynodmwiSf Ffcssdski 
w® be playing on home aoi tor the flnst 
tkns srica ha broke into the wolcfe top 
10 and wi face Henman, whom he re- 
placed as British No i earfer it* year, 
r the doubles toranament on 4 De- 
cember Henman partners John Lloyd, 
write Rusedski ptys< with the Austraten 
Peta - McNamara. 

Andre Agassi, who Is in a prolonged 
dump, had to entire another setback 
when he was beaten by Christian 
Vtock, of Germany, &2, 7-6 In the fi- 
nal of the LuKx-USDtChefiengertour- 


ranted No 1 in ths worW tor SO weeks 
in 1^5 and for two weeks early In 
has falen to No 141 As a rasift 
he has been forced to enter Ms 
home-town Chaflenger event which 
tates^tace in what Is vfctuaty a pub- 

LUXOR USTA MEM'S CHALLENGER SIN- 
GLES CHAMnONSHiP; C Vhdc (Get) tt 
A Agassi (US) 8-2 7-S 
AOVANTA CHAMPIONSHIPS WOMENS 
TOURNAMENT (Vtanov*. Pa) Rnah M 
Htegls (Swig bt L Davenport (US) 7^ 8-7 
7-a Doubtas final: L Raymond (US) and 
R Stita (Aus) L Davenport (US) and J 
Novotna (Cz Rap) 6-3 7-5. 


TODAY’S 

NUMBER 

1,084 

The total nunriberoffoot- 
baflers to have played tor 
England, following Sator- 
dayfe caps for Rio Ferdi- 
nand and Chris Sutton. 
Glenn Hoddle has used 
35 players in 13 games. 


V 

THE INDEPENDENT 

Reduce Your Electricity Bill 
Now With SAVA PLUG 


The Sava Plug b not a 0mnwck ana if ar^Bmg, (he foiowiig savfogs are 

urdeistated. So* you hare a fridge or freezBrYitlhouttiis unit, please read on. 

The minute you connect foe Sava Plug to your fridgafteezer you wO 
save money. FridgBS and teszers average over per year on efoctrfcity 

0*s. so any saving is wytfrwbfle. 

The devee cteverty regiiatBS the etectricai suppfles to freezers and 
WdgBflfuezers cutting fining costs with typical savings of 20%. Each tkne 
foe bdH-in LED indcafor ^ows so you know you are saving Wf n 
Devetoped In conluncikxi with The Depaiirrent of 
Energy from proven technology; K has a Brae year 
guarantee, and of couise confoims to al: the relevant 
British Standards 

The Sava Plug ia frequently advertised at £24.95 

you r pres is just £1 9^5 tnc pap. His as p- - 

easy as fitting a ISamppkig arid detaled i Ptauecindim: 

instruetjons accompany each urA Of \ Sava pfog(*/ o gig# 

course ftereb a complete m oney b ack henckaa a crossed cheqtaft 
guarantee if you are not abaohibriy } made payable to: nev^^p 
daBghtecL TNs wit wA definBaly save i deut my AocessMsa 

y™™***- iMvotetNuta « 





HOW TO ORDER 

Cnotegh (0148^ 20M80 far OWN 
c&RladeraBfldefM3tee9.Sand 
eorapMed ccupen vrtti cfeiMi 
chKtaWadia. NO CASH 
plan Bt TOE INDS^NDOIT SAVA PLUS 
OfiBL J£M HOUSE, UTTUHEAD. 
CRAUBSH, SUn«YGU6 WD. • 

Hfa dafirw to ad±B8Bos n Bn UK or^l Pfares 
Aw up to 28 U*ys far dtewy tan rectept ol 
ortte Rttwh W«hte 7 toy* tor refund tf net 
(taptotoly ntelte. Ote Bti(Kt to sabbO^r 


Pfeuree tend die: - 

.SaaPhtQW ® CI9^S Nate tec p&p. 

My card Nat *5 Expiry date 


MoMrs/Mfift 

Address: 


Postcode;. 


_ Signature: 


i □ 
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FOOTBALL 


Ferguson looks to 

South America for 
£IOm deal on Salas 


Manchester United have 
a reputation for 
producing homegrown 
talent, but they may be 
about to spend £10m on a 
Chilean striker, Marcelo 
Salas. Alan Nixon reports. 


Alex Ferguson, the Manchester 
United manager, was so im- 
pressed with what he saw of 
Marcelo Salas at the weekend 
that he has told the Chilean strik- 
er's agent to proceed with the 
deal in hring him tn Old Tfaflbrd- 

Ferguson watched Salas in 
Chile's Wfadd Qip victory over Bo- 
livia, The prolific striker’s agent, 
Pini Zahavi, was due to By to Ar- 
gentina yesterday to meet Salas’s 
chib. River Plate, in an attempt to 
reduce the fee from the dub’s 
£12m valuation. 

United’s chief executive, Mar- 
tin Edwanfe, is standing by toffy 
to South America this week if a 
price can be agreed. Salas is also 
keen to talk to United and il is un- 
derstood there would be no prob- 
lems with his personal terms. 
“I talian, Spanish and German 
players all want to play in Engjbnd 
- 1 think it's the best place in the 
world to play." Ferguson said yes- 
terday. “1 think Salas could play 
here without any problem." 

Liverpool are set to go to the 
High Court to dear the way for 
Brad Friedel’s move to 
Anfield. The dub are angry that 


iheirwoifcpennUappfc^^ 
the United States goalkeeper is 
being held up by red tape. Roy 
Evans, the manager, wants to fly 
Riedel in for a debut against 
Barndfy at Anfield cm Saturday, 
but the Department of Em- 
ployment and Education are 

refusing to let Friedel in imme- 
diately because they are in ale- 
gal wrangle with Portsmouth 
over their attempt to sign the 
Australian goalkeeper, Zeljfeo 
Kalac. 

Liverpool are willing to go to 
the High Cburt themselves in the 
next 48 hours to get Friedel into 
the country in time to play at the 
weekend. The dub intends bo 
prove that there are players al- 
ready in England who have 
poorer international records 
than Fried eL 

Evertoo have moved to km 
off speculation that their chair- 
man, Peter Johnson, is about to 
sdj his controfiiQg interest in the 
Goodison Ruk dub. After grow- 
ing rumours that he was on the 
brink of selling his 24,000 shares, 
Everton issued a brief statement 
on his behalf, saying: “There is 
no truth whatsoever in the recent 
speculation surrounding chair- 
man Peter Johnson's share- 
holding at Everton FC.” 

An Everton spokesman said: 
“I understand that he and his ad- 
visors are making strenuous ef- 
forts to obtain the source of this 
misinformation. " 

Ars&ne Wenger admitted to 


concern about his players' com- 


leaving Ian Wngfctc^ of fee sk^ 

to face Coventry in the Cocar 
Cola Grp tonight. Wight has not 
scored in his last. lour matches- 
and recently told the England 
coach Glenn Hoddfe that he is 
to do less off the field. 

‘Tan is a lithe low on confi- 


me 


Wenger said. “1 encouraged him 
to cut down on off-tbe-ficld ac- 
tivities. Same players earn more 
off the field than they do from 
their jobs. The problem will 
have to be solved.” 

Faustmo Asprifla’s planned 
comeback for tonight's Coca- 
Cola Cup tie against Derby is in 
doubt The Newcastle striker, 
who has missed the last six 
weeks because of a groin injury, 
has picked up a virus. 

Kevin DrinkelL, the Stirling 
manager, is to back the Ivory 
Coast-bom striker Landry Za- 
hani-Oni after allegations that 
he made obscene gestures to 
Partick Thistle supporters. Po- 
lice received three complaints 
after the First Division match 
at Forthbank on Saturday and 
the matter has been referred to 
Stirling officials and the Scot- 
tish Football Association. How- 
ever, DrinkeU intends seeking 
a meeting with the . Scottish 
Players' Union chief, Tbuy Hig- 
gins, darmiDg his player was 
racially abused- 
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ACROSS 

1 Do create embellishing 
when you do this (8) 

5 Intelligence set spy onto 
revolutionary (6) ’ 

9 One into gin could be find- 
ing means of getting lit up 

loVbe odds in this place 
would indicate a region of 
influence (6) 

12 South Hoy let could be suit- 
able as a holiday place (5,6) 

15 House allowed to revert to 
place of entertainment (5) 

17 You should no! look too 
doscly at such present shore 
changes (9) 

18 Popular brother, say, in ter- 
rible surroundings is not to 
be seen (9) 

19 Export the Spanish throw 
out (5) 


20 Material for covering, say. 
Gloucester derics? (nj 


24 Element of hatred attracted 

by saint (6) 


25 Is appropriate to suppress 


mean painting? . 

26No plus in former selection 
for England? (6) 

27 Mustn’t upset a new risk- 
taker (8) 


1 Woman at length prod 
Ijsh flora] decora tii 


DOWN 

uces 

childish flora] decoration 

( 5 -5) . . 

2 Producing restricted tone to 
be as good as gold? (10) 

3 Be sick hearing about mis- 
erable person (5) 

4 Although having crude loaf, 
, one has good ancestry 

r 


6 Cheer plus revels would be 
wholly inappropriate here 

7 Lulors were exultant (4) 

8 Sheep carried by river vessel 

11 fVampous person could be 
first thus fed (7,5) 

13 Coded writing in vault car- 
ries no weight (10) 

14 Apt water supply brought by 
cold pipe to North (4-6) 

16 Perhaps sauce which has no 
chance of success? (4,5) 

21 Have inclination to follow 
conservative without stain 

22LL1 could be a bit mislead- 

23 Vi^Te left jam to the side (4) 


I O Published by Newspaper PuMBhing PUC, I Canada Square. Canary Wharf, London E14 SOL. and printed at Mirror Colour Prim, Si 
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Party time: Jamaican fens in Kingston celebrate qualification for the World Cup finals 


Photograph: Reuter 


Ecstatic Jamaica dance to France 


Jamaica, the land of 
cricket, rum and Bob 
Mariey, have made it to 
football's World Cup 
finals* 

Phil Davison joined the 
party in Kingston to 
witness the ‘Reggae 
Boyz* make history. 


The official programme said 
h. was a football match. But it 
went from Woodstocfc-style 
festival of pre-maTch music, 
peace and love to a spiritual 
experience with flowing tears 
of joy. Long before the kick- 
off, Jamaicans had been con- 
vinced France VS was their 
destiny and it turned out they 
were right. 

When the final whistle 
blew arid they knew they were 
bound for France, Jamaica’s 
“Reggae Boyz” pushed back 
ecstatic fens, ordered them to 
be quiet and huddled in 
prayer along with their Brazil- 
ian manager, Rene Simoes. 
Minutes later, Jamaica’s 
Prime Minister, PJ Patterson, 
declared today a public holi- 
day fo alkm the parly to go on. 

“One Love,” went the Bob 
Mariey song played over and 


over agim in the hours before 
the kick-off. The fans had 
hoped that might be the 
score, but in the end they set- 
tled for 0-0 against Mexico. It 
was enough to make Jamaica 
the first English-speaking 
Caribbean country to reach 
the World Cup finals. (Span- 
ish-speaking Cuba made it in 
1938, the Dutch Antilles the 
same year, and French-speak- 
ing Haiti in 1974). 

Only a Jamaican defeat 
and a simultaneous victory by 
El Salvador against the Unit- 
ed States in Foxbora, Massa- 
chusetts, would have spoiled 
Sunday’s party. But the Amer- 
icans ended the central Amer- 
ican side's hopes with a 4-2 win. 

Among the most ecstatic 
players yesterday were Ja- 
maica's four recently recruit- 
ed Englishmen, Deon Burton 
of Derby County, Wimble- 
don's Robbie Earle, and Paul 
Hall and Fitzray Simpson, 
both of Portsmouth. All bom 
in England to Jamaican par- 
ents, they bad renounced the 
chance to play for Engla n d and 
taken up Jamaican citizenship 
in a deal aimed at strengthen- 
ing the island's squad. 

From the moment they 
stood to attention during the 
national anthem, to the post- 


match moments when all four 
shed tears, the “Fhb Four," as 
fens have dubbed them, were 
dearly moved by the return to 
their roots and the fact that 
their decision appeared to 
have worked out for the best 
Earlier, they had been 

rawed by ibe Prime Ministers 
announcement that ail World 
Cup squad players would re- 
ceive government land to 
build houses, helped by low- 
interest mortgages. 

Responding to a reported 
criticism by the Italian man- 
ager, Cesare Maldinj, Hall 
said he could not wait to face 
Italy in France. “We proved 
we deserve to be tberc," be 
said. “And we showed we're 
the best-supported team in 
the world " Some of Simp- 
son's Portsmouth’s colleagues 
had laughed when he made 
the “reverse-immigration" 
trip. “Who’s laughing now?" 
he said. 

Although Simoes used 
him only as a substitute, Ear- 
le was full of praise for the 
Brazilian. “If he said “walk 
over that 1 every player would 
do it," he said, pointing to his 
hotel’s swimming pooL 

Also visibly affected by 
the atmosphere in Kingston's 
rickety National Stadium was 


Garth Crooks, the former 
Tottenham striker, who had 
.never seen anything quite 
like it. “My mum and dad 
were both from here. Td nev- 
er seen a match here. I’ve cov- 
ered a lot of football [for the 
BBC], but I’ve never felt any- 
thing like this. The moment 
[Jamaican reggae star] Den- 
nis Brown started singing at 
the pre-match concert, 1 just 
welled up. 

“And just before the end, 
when it was dear they were 
going to France, l saw a young 
girl burst out in tears of joy. 
I had to lum away before I did 
the same myself." 

It was far from a great 
match, but the Jamaicans' 
Brazilian-styie game will not 
be out of place in the finals. 

And in France, the team 
will no doubt he looking for- 
ward to the luxury of a dug-out 
and an electronic scoreboard. 
At the National Stadium — 
dubbed “The Office" by fans 
- the only thing electric on 
Sunday was the atmosphere. 

What looks like a score- 
board is a 30-year-old con- 
crete billboard carrying the 
national flag and the nation- 
al anthem’s dosing line: “Ja- 
maica, Land We Love." 
London’s carnival, page 31 


Footballers 
in the big 


league 


of 


earners 


lucrative { f ^„ D i aV e re onto 
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I»Xi Shearer earning 
Giggs and Piuxl Inw 

Ihe ^t«JtotWl eatne ^ 

Sd. Shearer beweenihe^ 

wMeDavid Beckham coidd 

ZjlZr them all, having earned 

SSinfusseoandyearasa 
ft T Tnited regular. 


incneftici fc'***- x 

-Wfe es ti m ate that the aver- 



age premiesmp — 

Sund £350.000 a y«r -^ 
that's before sponsoRfoPjate. 
are added on top. PWe Nichols,, 
ihe \barbook editor, said- 
But football still lags behind 

sports such as boxh^^duootOT 

racing, which provide five of the 
topsejven. The biggest Soosh 
earner was world heavyweight 
champion Lennox Lewis. 

- Myfes Hodgson 
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Britain's 1997 
sporting millionaires 

1 Lomax Lewb (BarfnsJ u 

2 !*ba»on Hanoi (Baactngt CA " 

3 Damon HU (Mowr Raanri —Cam 

4 Abn Shearer (faodafl 

5 Nkfc Faldo (GoB) “ 4m 

6 John* Hwtart (Mow R**wt OSm 

7 Darid Goufctard (Mow R»dn0 

a Com MtwaDiwrfo (Gom — o-asm 

Ryan Gie? (Foodafl) O-Om 

pul luce (Fbodafl) 

|| m Les FntSovd (Fooriol) U An 

II Gr^ Rusedda ffc**) MMn 

0= Teddy S iern u fram (Football) £l.4m 

Cofri Meftmf (taijtoj) a - 4m 

Stephen Hendry (5nook*r) OAn 

Tkn Homan (Toma) UMn 


17 David Beckham (FoottaC) — UJSm 

IB San Cohrmore (Footfall 1 ) OJm 

TVs Henry AWnwande (Badng) ClZSm 

Edtfle Mne (Mow Racing) flJSm 

2Ja John Barnes (Footbal) £lJn» 

Rabble Powder (Football) O 


23 bn VWfchc (FodtbolQ 0.15m 

24* Rad GxMQipie (Foods!) — d.lm 

Ibid Menon fftxnfcafl}- fl.lm 

26c Mark BtomW (Motor Rackig)fla>n» 

Andy Cole (Foctiol O .Om 

Graeme Le Sau* (FootbaB)^ — , — Q.Om 
Lee Vtomood (Gotf) — - — — flJJm 
bn Woo sn am (GoH) .... ■■ — fl.Bm 


TENNIS 


Wimbledon’s 
£31 m profit 


n 

s' i 


talkahead " lets you pay for 
a year’s talk time in advanca 
£199.99 includes a Motorola 
mr3G phone, connection to 
Orange and 15 minutes of 
national calls each month for 
a whole year. Plus Orange 
Care for one year worth over 
£50, including 12 months 
free insurance. For more in- 
• formation call Orange direct 
on 0800 80 10 80 or visit 
wvmorangecauk 


prange” 


a» 
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Wimbledon, the most success- 
ful lawn tennis ebampiouship in 
the history of the game, pro- 
duced record profits of £31m 
Last summer, an increase of six 
percent from 1996. 

The J997 championships 
set a new attendance record of 
436,53 1, 51,000 up on the year 
before, and the performance of 
British players was the best for 
years, with Greg Rusedski and 
Tim Henman reaching the 
quarter-finals of the men’s sin- 
gles. 

Television records were also 
set, with 12.9m watching Hen- 
man’s match against Paul 
Haarhuis on '“People's Sunday” 
and similar figures for Henman's 
quarter-final with Michael Sticfa 
and Rusedski's last eight match 
against Cedric Pioline. 

As always, the entire Wim- 
bledon profits will be handed 
to the Lawn Tennis Association 
to be reinvested into the British 
game. 

Off court the sport has 
made huge strides with in- 
creased tournament atten- 
dances, community tennis 
IMrtnerships and the comple- 
tion of the LTA five-year facil- 
ities plan. 

—John Oakley 
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